
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: (above) Gabrielle
Villacres, 9, practices the chords she just learned.
"Ukulele Club is a great club because everyone there is
really accepting, and at the same time you are also
learning a really important skill, like an instrument, and I
just think it is a really good community to be a part of,"
Villacres said.
TAKING IN THE MOMENT: (inset) Bennett Bogan,
11, performs next to lead singer, Casey Malanuk, 11, on
stage in a laid-back venue just outside Mount Pleasant.
"Doing what I love and entertaining other people while
doing it is a great feeling… Playing music just makes me
feel happy, plain and simple," Bogan said.
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       he subtle strum of the chords echoing
through the room left just enough of a
pleasant murmur to make 7-year-old, Casey
Malanuk crave for more. His passion for
music was sparked by a small yet mighty
ukulele. After mastering this four-stringed
instrument, he ventured out to try the six-
stringed larger version of the ukulele; the
guitar.
     “I played mandolin and ukulele a little bit
and I think that sparked a general interest in
guitar. There are more strings [on a guitar],
and more of a sound and a depth, and a
guitar is a lot easier to write a song on than
mandolin or ukulele,” Malanuk, 11, said. “If
you can play any
stringed instrument, you
can play ukulele… It’s
probably the easiest
stringed instrument out
there, in my opinion, but
it’s also one of the most
delicate and unique
sounds.”
     Co-president of the Ukulele Club, Parrish
Hunt, 11, learned how to play multiple
instruments from the technique of playing

ukulele because the basic hand
placeme nt and dynamics are very
simi lar to those of guitar.

“I’ve played ukelele
since 8th grade but I play

guitar, banjo, and drums…. I
kinda knew guitar but not very

well. Ukulele helped… It is not hard,
the songs are usually simple and fun and

easy, and you learn a bunch of stuff with it,”
Hunt said.

   The environment of the club is inclusive in
the way that it invites students who aren’t
extremely confident in playing but want to be
around a community of people who love to
play music. Furthermore, it inspires many
club members to venture from a basic
knowledge of music chords and the feeling of
playing ukulele to learn more instruments
with a similar technique.
   Bridget O’Neil, 10, went to the Ukulele
Club one day after hearing about it from
friends and now it has inspired her to explore
new strings.
     “I liked how [ukulele] sounded and all the
different things you can play and I just

showed up one day and
I learned [how to play]...

I think I’m going to start
learning piano and
guitar,” O’Neil said. “It’s
kind of like a gateway so
people know that they
have the possibility to
play other instruments.”

     Wando Ukulele Club provides a special
setting where students are given the liberty to
learn the instrument however they choose to
learn it and come to the club to practice their
skills with their peers.
     The thrill and satisfaction that many of the
students get from mastering their abilities
motivates them to push themselves and learn
new strings.
   “It gets people more interested in wanting
to learn [another instrument] like it's easy, it’s
super fun, and I know that I was more
interested,” Hunt said. “... I love music, it
introduced me to a whole new world.”

"IT'S KIND OF LIKE A GATEWAY...
TO PLAY OTHER INSTRUMENTS"

no strings
attached
Students discover new instruments

“If I could play any
musical instrument it
would be the clarinet
because I think it is a
cool instrument and my

sister used to play."

AARON RANDLE

AMARI MANIGAULT
“If I could play any
instrument, I would
play the flute
because it is small
and cute."

ukulele & Guitar club

A NEW SKILL (below) Madison Frank, 9, and Briana Fabian,
10, pick their ukuleles while watching for cues and direction from
their teacher. “You don't need any experience and you don't even

need a ukulele [for the club]. The club provides those for you… I
didn’t know anything about ukuleles when I joined and how I own

three and can play almost every chord,” Frank said.
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