
According to Columbia Mayor Bob 
Coble, shortly after the University of 
South Carolina named Dr. Andrew 
Sorensen as its 27th president, he ar-
ticulated a vision of how USC would 
capitalize its ongoing research initia-
tives into a new research campus us-
ing existing land holdings. This re-
search campus would, in turn, attract 
additional researchers and growth, 
creating a thriving center of com-
merce in the middle of Columbia, as 
such research campuses have done in 
Raleigh and Austin. 

“Dr. Sorensen and I became friends 
first, and then, as I saw more of his 
vision and how the city could help 
the University reach its goals, it be-
came apparent to me that a strategic 
partnership between the city and the 
University would help both of us 
accomplish our missions of improv-
ing the quality of life and education 
here,” said Coble.

No longer a vision, the new Research 
Campus is currently under construc-
tion with faculty recruitment under-
way in USC’s research “thrust areas” 
of nanotechnology, Next Energy 

sources, environmental protection 
and remediation, and biomedical 
technologies.

“USC has made some very notable 
breakthroughs in several areas of 
engineering and biomedical research 
that have caught the attention of aca-
demic and professional communities 
across the country. It is our hope to 
turn such distinction into profitabil-
ity and grow these initiatives into a 
broader collaboration between USC 
and the City of Columbia,” said 
USC Research Foundation President 
Harris Pastides. 

USC Research Campus initiatives 
also include: 
• Creating the infrastructure neces-

sary to increase research capacity 
in the areas of medicine, biotech-
nology, and life sciences research 

• Supporting a robust outreach effort 
for developing research ideas into 
fully operational companies 

• Updating the technology infra-
structure with wireless Internet 
capability and more sophisticated 
laboratory equipment in key areas.
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“USC businessLINK is one of the 
first visible initiatives underway 
with the USC-Columbia partner-
ship. With five business-oriented re-
sources including the USC Columbia 
Technology Incubator, it provides 
offices and programs that allow 
fledgling ideas to become profit-
able entities by providing qualified 
advice, sound business planning, 
administrative support, office and 
laboratory space, and other resources. 
The staff, facilities, and resources 
composing USC businessLINK have 
already enabled entrepreneurs to take 
a company or concept from theory to 
reality,” added Pastides. 

Research Campus construction has 
begun at a site at the intersection of 
College and Assembly streets (near 
the Koger Center for the Performing 
Arts), with the steel for the first struc-
ture—a new 105,000-square-foot 
Arnold School of Public Health— 
already out of the ground. Additional 
construction is planned for a second 
area adjacent to the intersection 
of Blossom and Assembly streets. 
There, the partnership expects to con-
struct another three research build-

A university partnered with a city to make a dynamic, thriving research campus 

that attracted the best and the brightest researchers from across the country?

What if a university and a city partnered to deliver the infrastructure and 

services so that those researchers could work uninterrupted to develop new 

ideas and technologies that would revolutionize market sectors?

What if a city, in partnership with a university, could assemble a program of 

incentives, benefits, and resources that would allow great ideas to become 

profitable companies that increased job opportunities, the standard of living, 

and the revenue of the city and its outlying communities?

What if … 

At the University of South Carolina Research and Health Sciences division, we are making “what if?” what is!
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