Wednesday, March 7, 2007

Graphic Symbol Systems:  Software for Making Augmentative Communication Displays
9:00am – 3:30 pm
Sequoia Room D, Midlands Center, Columbia
Ken Whitley, B.S., M.A., CCC-SLP, Key Technologies, Inc.
Years ago professionals and families copied, cut and pasted together displays to be used as augmentative communication boards by nonspeaking persons.  Later a software program known as Boardmaker (incorporating PCS symbols) was introduced which allowed communication displays to be quickly created and saved. Over the last several years new communication symbol sets have been introduced which offer greater application across age ranges, color resolution, and realism than ever before.  Additionally, new software tools have made creating communication displays for manual boards as well as displays for communication devices easier and more powerful than ever.  This presentation will cover the picture symbol systems of Literacy Symbols, Imagine Symbols, Picture Communication Symbols, and Unlimiter Symbols. Covered as well will be the software tools used to create communication displays including Boardmaker, Picture Master Language Software, PixWriter and Picture It.  Level of session is considered introductory to advanced.

Session Objectives: Participants will:

1. Learn the history of the pictures as communication graphics.

2. Be able to identify the primary picture systems in use today.

3. Be able to identify current software tools which are used to produce communication displays.
4. Examine how such software tools differ in their features and capabilities.

5. Examine a variety of ways that communication displays may be employed, both on manual as well as on voice-output communication devices.

6. Explore how these software tools may support language development.

Cost: $15.00 payable to Key Technologies at the door.  To register, print out the registration form at www.sc.edu/scatp/trainingschedule06.html and fax or mail to Key Technologies.  For questions, call Key Technologies at 888-433-5303. This workshop is limited to 36 participants.  The SC Board of Examiners in Speech-Language Pathology has approved this workshop for .5 units of continuing education for licensed speech language pathologists.
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Agenda

9:00 - 11:30am 

I. Pictures and augmentative communication - the need and the history
II. Picture displays…their applications
III. Current symbol sets
IV. Introduction to communication display creation software tools
11:30am - 12:30pm 

            Lunch

12:30 - 3:30pm 

V. Boardmaker 5 - a close look
VI. Picture Master Language Software - a close look
VII. PixWriter & Picture It - a close look
VIII. Summary

(Agenda includes five hours of instruction, with an hour for lunch and a 15-minute morning break and a 15-minute afternoon break.)

