Thursday, March 8, 2007

EXPLOSION!!!  The great expansion of new text-based communication devices
9:00am – 3:30 pm
Sequoia Room D, Midlands Center, Columbia
Ken Whitley, B.S., M.A., CCC-SLP, Key Technologies, Inc.
Picture-based communication devices are fine for users who are non-literate.  However, nonspeaking persons who are actively developing literacy skills are not served well by communication devices that are primarily picture-based.  Functionally literate nonspeaking persons typically find that picture-based communication devices are wholly inadequate in supporting their communication needs.  Over the years there have existed a number of successful text-based augmentative communication devices; however, that number has been limited.  Traditionally there has been a much larger number of picture-based devices available than text-based.  Recently this has changed significantly.  This presentation will examine a wide range of text-based and full-featured text and picture combination augmentative communication devices.  Many of these devices have just been released and offer features not seen in augmentative communication devices previously.  Devices to be examined include Freedom Toughbook w/E Z Keys for Windows, TuffTalker Convertible w/SayIt! SAM PC Software, SAM XP1 Tablet, ChatPCM3+, Polyana 4, PolyTablet, SPOK21, and the Talking Aid Wireless (the first augmentative communication device with full cell phone and e-mail capabilities).

Session Objectives: Participants will:

1. Recognize the differences between text-based vs. picture-based augmentative communication devices.
2. Recognize four different classifications of text-based communication devices.

3. Identify the advantages and shortcomings of both picture-based and text-based devices for literate and non-literate users.
4. Identify the similar and differing demands text-based and picture-based communication devices place on the professionals and families supporting the nonspeaking user.
5. Learn the range of features different text-based communication devices provide.
6. Identify at least four different text-based communication devices and at least two characteristics of each.
Cost: $15.00 payable to Key Technologies at the door.  To register, print out the registration form at www.sc.edu/scatp/trainingschedule06.html and fax or mail to Key Technologies.  For questions, call Key Technologies at 888-433-5303. This workshop is limited to 36 participants.  The SC Board of Examiners in Speech-Language Pathology has approved this workshop for .5 units of continuing education for licensed speech language pathologists.
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Agenda

9:00 - 11:30am 

I. Defining picture-based and text-based communication devices
II. Four classifications of communication devices for users developing literacy or who are functionally literate

III. Picture-based devices:  Advantages and disadvantages
IV. Text-based-based devices:  Advantages and disadvantages
11:30am - 12:30pm 

            Lunch

12:30 - 3:30pm 

V. Communication devices and their features for nonspeaking persons actively developing literacy skills

VI. Communication devices and their features for nonspeaking persons who are functionally literate 
VII. How do you choose?  Matching device features to user needs and desires
VIII. Summary

(Agenda includes five hours of instruction, with an hour for lunch and a 15-minute morning break and a 15-minute afternoon break.)
