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Today’s wars among state and non-state actors have returned our
attention to questions from the last century — “Who is responsible?
Who takes responsibility?” At the opening of this century, the
International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty
declared that state sovereignty was no longer a matter of mere
violent force or power, but instead established upon a state a
“responsibility to protect” vulnerable populations from the horrors
of atrocity crimes. As recent international conflicts, internal security
crackdowns, security mobilizations in borderlands, and non-state
armed conflicts unfold, however, the question of state responsibility
remains unanswered, with some declaring any "responsibility to
protect" a lie. What futures await the responsibility to protect,
international human rights law, and international humanitarian
law? Why are national governments and international organizations
ever more resistant to claiming responsibility over internally
displaced persons, humanitarian camps, commitments to rebuild
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The Rudolph C. Barnes Sr. Symposium honors its namesake’s
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