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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to present my research at the colloquium! As an undergraduate student, I have had the opportunity to work with faculty members on HPV vaccination research, the results of which I will share with you today.




Purpose 

• To explore current human papillomavirus (HPV) and 
HPV vaccination messages on the University of 
South Carolina’s (USC) campus and identify 
opportunities to develop health communication 
materials to increase awareness of and promote 
uptake of HPV vaccination  
• Fall 2013: Independent Research Study (Mentor: Dr. 

Heather Brandt) 
• Exploring HPV vaccination on campus 

• Spring 2014: Magellan Mini-Grant Study (Mentor: Dr. 
Heather Brandt) 

• Developing HPV vaccination materials 
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The purpose of my study was to explore current human papillomavirus (HPV) and HPV vaccination messages on the University of South Carolina’s campus and identify opportunities to develop health communication materials to increase awareness of and promote uptake of HPV vaccination. In the brief time allotted for my presentation, I will briefly describe the independent study conducted last fall during which I explored HPV vaccination on the USC campus and my current study focusing on using those results along with other sources to develop HPV vaccination materials.




Background & Significance 
• HPV is a very common sexually transmitted 

infection. 
• Some types of HPV cause genital warts and 

cervical and other types of cancer in males and 
females. 

• HPV is most prevalent among 15-24 year olds. 
• HPV vaccination is a primary prevention tool to  

curtail the subsequent burden of HPV-associated 
diseases, including cervical cancer. 

• Ideal to study HPV vaccination among college 
students given the high incidence of HPV in this 
population. 
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My study focuses on human papillomavirus – HPV – in college students. HPV poses a significant public health burden and is the most common sexually transmitted infection in the United States. South Carolina, along with much of the southeastern United States, ranks among the top in the nation for sexually transmitted infections (STIs) as well as cervical cancer incidence and mortality. Reasons for this are vast and complex. Cervical cancer is linked to cancer-causing types of HPV. HPV is also linked to other types of cancer in females AND males. In addition, HPV causes genital warts in females AND males. A vaccine to protect against some types of HPV is available and recommended for females AND males, including catch up doses for college students. College students, who have not received HPV vaccinations before turning 18 years of age and entering higher education institutions, still have the opportunity to become vaccinated. However, most students are unaware of their risk and the availability of HPV vaccinations for college-aged males and females due to the lack of availability of information which college students can relate to. This is a public health problem that requires attention in order to realize the full benefits of HPV vaccination and protection against HPV-associated diseases.




Methods 
Fall 2013: Independent Research Study 

• Conducted 21 in-depth interviews with USC faculty, 
staff, and students 

• Semi-structured interview guide assessing: 
• Overall campus health 
• Perceptions of HPV knowledge 
• Perceptions of needed information 
• Barriers to HPV vaccination 
• Ways to increase uptake on campus 

• Interviews were audio-recorded, transcribed 
verbatim, and coding using thematic analysis 
methods  
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Last fall, I conducted 21 in-depth interviews with faculty, staff, and students at USC to explore the status of HPV vaccination on campus. Using a semi-structured interview guide, I looked into the participants’ perceptions and experiences. The interviews were audio-recorded. I transcribed each of the interviews and worked with Dr. Brandt to code the transcripts to identify emergent themes. The focus on our analysis was to identify opportunities for future intervention to increase HPV vaccination on campus, and I will tell you more about those efforts shortly.




Results 
• Most participants were female (81%) and white 

(71%).   
• Age range of participants was 18-69 years with the 

majority (76%) in the 18-39 years age range.  
• Most participants were students (57%) followed by 

24% staff and 19% faculty. 
• Themes on improving HPV vaccination on campus 

fell into 4 categories: 
• Building on existing efforts to address sexual health on 

campus 
• Defining communication channels 
• Developing appropriate message content 
• Identifying appropriate messengers 
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On this slide, I provide information on the participants in the study. In general, all participants agreed that there was a need for something to be done on campus and almost all were unable to identify any past or current efforts focused on HPV vaccination on campus. This leads to four main recommendations from participants about how I could work on future efforts to improve HPV vaccination. Participants shared their recommendations for building on existing efforts, defining communication channels (including using social media), developing appropriate message content for college students, and consider WHO delivers the messages. If you are interested in more results, please email me. I prepared a summary report of the findings. I am also working on a manuscript for submission this semester since there is a limited amount of published research focused on HPV vaccination among college students.




Methods 

Spring 2014: Magellan Mini-Grant Study 
 Aim 1: Review existing health education and health 

communication messages and materials for college 
students, especially for HPV vaccination, and best 
practices {In Progress} 

 Aim 2: Develop and refine messages and formats 
{In Progress}  

 Aim 3: Pilot test messages and formats {TBD} 
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During the fall semester while I was conducting the interviews, I worked with Dr. Brandt to prepare and submit an application to the Magellan Mini-Grant program to actually develop HPV vaccination messages and materials for college students at USC. The application was funded. The three specific aims of my current study are shown on this slide. I have almost completed a review of 10 HPV vaccination messages and materials to determine the best practices for HPV vaccination information dissemination to college students.  Review materials will include current print materials, web materials, and infographics on college health and vaccinations to determine the most effect and current way to portray information. I am taking the “best examples” of messages and materials to develop materials for USC students. I will be conducting group discussions with peer leaders on campus, working with the Sexual Health Advisory Council on campus, and have been talking with Healthy Carolina and Campus Wellness. Once I have completed this step, I will work with Thomson Student Health Center on campus and Healthy Carolina and Campus Wellness offices to share the messages and materials for pilot testing. Right now, I can report only on the first Aim.




Aim 1 Results:  
Examples of Current Materials 
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Left – Seattle Cancer Care Alliance

Middle – (orange background) CDC publication

Right – You’re so sexy when you’re not transmitting STD’s (found on Emory’s HPB website)

Bottom – Word cloud example from Maryland’s Health Center Website



Discussion 

• The college campus is an ideal place to address 
low levels of HPV vaccination awareness, 
knowledge, and uptake. 

• Independent research study results underscored 
the need for efforts on the USC campus to address 
HPV vaccination. 

• Our goal is to produce HPV vaccination materials 
that will increase awareness and knowledge of and 
participation in HPV vaccination.  
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In-depth interview results clearly showed a need for HPV vaccination efforts on the USC campus. I am working on developing messages and materials to fill this need because the college campus is an ideal place to reach college students who have not been vaccinated previously with information to encourage them to get vaccinated.




Contact Information 

• Rosemary Corriero (corriero@email.sc.edu) 
• Dr. Heather Brandt (hbrandt@sc.edu)  
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Lastly, here is contact information for me and my mentor. I also want to acknowledge funding for my current project from the Office of Undergraduate Research. Thank you.
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