
Method of payment:
_____ Check or money order: (payable to USC Press in United States dollars)

Credit Card:    _____ Discover   _____ Mastercard   _____ Visa

Account number:	 _____________________________________  Exp. Date ________

Signature:  ____________________________________________________________

  

Name (please print):   ________________________________  Phone: ____________

Shipping Address:   ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Send me ______ copy/copies 

(pb, 978-1-57003-759-7, $21.95 each) ______    

SC residents add 7% sales tax  ______

Shipping and Handling*  ______

TOTAL  ______

*add $6.00 for first book,   
$2.00 for each additional book

718 Devine Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29208 
800-768-2500 • Fax 800-868-0740 • www.sc.edu/uscpress

Edward A. Miller, Jr., taught military, 
modern Far East, and American history 
at the Air Force Academy, directed a 
Washington policy study organiza-
tion, and held political appointments 
on Capitol Hill and at the Pentagon. 
His other books include The Black Civil 
War Soldiers of Illinois: The Story of the 
Twenty-ninth U.S. Colored Infantry and 
Lincoln’s Abolitionist General: The Biog-
raphy of David Hunter.
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Gullah Statesman
Robert Smalls from Slavery to Congress, 
1829–1915
Edward A. Miller, Jr.

“In 1862 Robert Smalls and his slave crew commandeered the Confederate vessel 
Planter, sailed it from Charleston harbor, and delivered it to the Union blockade. He was 
subsequently appointed captain in the Union army and participated in military cam-
paigns along the South Carolina coast. These military achievements were parlayed into 
post–Civil War leadership; Gullah Statesman traces Smalls’s rise and decline as a South 
Carolina political leader. . . . This is a useful political biography revealing the rise and 
declension of political opportunity, not just for an individual but for an entire race.” 
—Journal of American History

“Miller has marshaled an impressive array of primary sources. . . . It is unlikely that any-
one will soon surpass this level of comprehensiveness.”—American Historical Review 

A native of Beaufort, South Carolina, Robert Smalls was born into slavery but—through 
acts of remarkable courage and determination—became the first African American 
hero of the Civil War and one of the most influential African American politicians in 
South Carolina history. In this largely political biography of Smalls’s inspirational story, 
Edward A. Miller, Jr., traces the triumphs and setbacks of the celebrated U.S. congress-
man and advocate of compulsory, desegregated public education to illustrate how 
the life and contributions of this singular individual were indicative of the rise and fall 
of political influence for all African Americans during this rough transitional period in 
American history.   

February 2008, 285 pages, 20 illus.
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