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The Southern State of Mind
Edited by Jan Nordby Gretlund

“Gretlund has collected a deeply thoughtful set of reflections about the contemporary
regional spirit. . . . Those interested in Southern intellectuality will find this volume
highly rewarding.”—Journal of Southern History
“Gretlund has here assembled an impressive group of Southern political scientists,
historians, and literary critics, whose work together reinforces the truism that Southern
studies at its best casts a wide interdisciplinary net.”—North Carolina Historical Review
In a collection of essays as provocative as the region that inspired them, leading historians and literary critics offer a combined effort to define Southern identity at the end
of the twentieth century. Removed from the devotional, certifying, and celebratory
view of the South that has dominated books of this genre, The Southern State of Mind
addresses the question of whether inherited Southern values, problems, and contradictions have survived the onslaught of modernization. The overarching dialogue among
the contributors illustrates how the ideological self-identification in the South has a
powerful potential for shaping national attitudes.
Contributors
Marcel Arbeit • Tony Badger • Robert H. Brinkmeyer, Jr. • Dan Carter
James C. Cobb • Russell Duncan • Walter Edgar • Paul M. Gaston • Richard Gray
Lothar Hönnighausen • Suzanne Jones • François Pitavy • Danièle Pitavy-Souques
Dori Sanders • Charles Reagan Wilson • C. Vann Woodward

Jan Nordby Gretlund is a senior
lecturer in American literature at the
Center for American Studies at the University of Southern Denmark. His other
books include Flannery O’Connor’s
Radical Reality, Eudora Welty’s Aesthetics
of Place, and Southern Landscapes.
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