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Viewing the Future in the Past is a collection of essays that presents a wide range of
authors, loci, and subjects that together demonstrate the value and necessity of
looking at environmental problems as a long-term process that involves humans as a
causal factor. Editors H. Thomas Foster II, Lisa M. Paciulli, and David J. Goldstein argue
that it is increasingly apparent to environmental and earth sciences experts that humans
have had a profound effect on the physical, climatological, and biological earth. Consequently they suggest that understanding any aspect of the earth within the last ten
thousand years means understanding the density and activities of Homo sapiens.
The essays reveal the ways in which archaeologists and anthropologists have devised
methodological and theoretical tools and applied them to pre-Columbian societies in
the New World and ancient sites in the Middle East. Some of the authors demonstrate
how these tools can be useful in examining modern societies. The contributors provide
evidence that past and present ecosystems, economies, and landscapes must be
understood through the study of human activity over millennia and across the globe.
Contributors
Sebastian F. Braun • R. Kyle Bocinsky • Emily K. Brock • H. Thomas Foster II
David J. Goldstein • Sharon J. Hall • Carrie A. Hritz • Timothy A. Kohler
Melissa R. Kruse-Peeples • Christopher T. Morehart • Dana K. Nakase • Lisa M. Paciulli
Jennifer R. Pournelle • Sarah L. Quick • Katherine A. Spielmann • Amanda B. Tickner
Jolene E. Trujillo • Thomas G. Whitley
December 2015, 172 pages, 37 b&w illus.

Method of payment:
_____ Check or money order (payable to USC Press in United States dollars)

H. Thomas Foster II is an associate
professor of anthropology at the University of Tulsa.
Lisa Paciulli has a Ph.D. in anthropological sciences from Stony Brook University and teaches biology at North
Carolina State University.
David J. Goldstein is the chief of
interpretation and education for three
National Park Service units on St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands.

Send me ______ copy/copies
(hc, 978-1-61117-586-8, $34.95 each) ______

Credit Card: ____ American Express ____ Discover ____ Mastercard ____ Visa
Account number: _____________________________________ Exp. date: ________
Signature: ____________________________________________________________

SC residents add 8% sales tax ______

Name (please print): ________________________________ Phone: ____________
Shipping address: ______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

*add $7.50 for first book,
$2.00 for each additional book

Shipping* ______

TOTAL ______

CODE AUFR

718 Devine Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29208
800-768-2500 • Fax 800-868-0740 • www.uscpress.com

