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Independent Auditor's Report 
 
 
The Board of Trustees 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
 
Report on Financial Statements 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the business-type activities of the University of South 
Carolina - Aiken (the Campus), a campus of the University of South Carolina (the University), as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2016, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Campus’ 
basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 
 
Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
 
Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our 
audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment of the 
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk 
assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of 
the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Accordingly, we 
express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and 
the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.  
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Opinion 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the business-type activities of the Campus as of June 30, 2016, and the respective changes in financial 
position and, where applicable, cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  
 
Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that Management’s Discussion 
and Analysis, the Schedule of the Campus’ Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability, and the Schedule of 
the Campus’ Contributions, as listed in the Table of Contents, be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting 
for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have 
applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about 
the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management's 
responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of 
the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because 
the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.  
 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated October 25, 2016 on 
our consideration of the Campus’ internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that 
report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the 
results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. 
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in 
considering the Campus’ internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 
 
 
 
 
Columbia, South Carolina 
October 25, 2016 
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OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
 
The University of South Carolina – Aiken (the Campus) is pleased to present its financial statements for the fiscal 
year 2016.  Management’s Discussion and Analysis provides an overview and analysis of the Campus’ financial 
activities for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016, with comparative information for the fiscal year ended June 30, 
2015.  This information should be read in conjunction with the financial statements and accompanying footnotes 
that follow this section.   Condensed fiscal year 2016 and 2015 operations and financial position data will be 
presented in this section in order to illustrate certain increases and decreases.  However, the emphasis of 
discussions about these statements will be on current year data.   
 
This report includes a series of financial statements, prepared in accordance with the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) Codification Sections 2100-2900, Financial Reporting, and Co5, Colleges and 
Universities. The financial statements presented focus on the financial condition of the Campus, the results of 
operations, and cash flows of the Campus as a whole. 
 
There are three financial statements presented: the Statement of Net Position; the Statement of Revenues, 
Expenses and Changes in Net Position; and, the Statement of Cash Flows. These statements present financial 
information in a format similar to that used by private corporations. The Campus’ net position is one indicator of 
the improvement or erosion of the Campus’ financial health when considered with non-financial facts such as 
enrollment levels and the condition of the facilities. 
 
 
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION 
 
The Statement of Net Position presents the assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of 
resources and net position of the Campus as of the end of the fiscal year.  The purpose of the Statement of Net 
Position is to present to the readers of the financial statements a fiscal snapshot of the Campus. The Statement of 
Net Position presents end-of-year data concerning the following: 
 

• Assets - Property that we own and what we are owed by others. 
 

• Deferred Outflows of Resources - Consumption of net position that is applicable to a future reporting 
period. 
 

• Liabilities - What we owe to others and have collected from others before we have provided the service. 
 

• Deferred Inflows of Resources - Acquisition of net position by the government that is applicable to a 
future reporting period. 
 

• Net Position - The difference between (a) assets and deferred outflows of resources and (b) liabilities and 
deferred inflows of resources. 

 
The Statement of Net Position is prepared under the accrual basis of accounting, where revenues and assets are 
recognized when the service is provided and expenses and liabilities are recognized when others provide the 
service to us, regardless of when cash is exchanged. 
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From the data presented, readers of the Statement of Net Position are able to determine the assets available to 
continue the operations of the institution. They are also able to determine how much the institution owes vendors, 
investors, and lending institutions. Finally, the Statement of Net Position provides a picture of the net position and 
its availability for expenditure by the institution.  Net position is divided into the following three major categories: 
 

• Net investment in capital assets - Provides the institution’s equity in property, plant, and equipment 
owned by the institution.  
 

• Restricted net position -  
a. Nonexpendable restricted net position consists solely of the Campus’ permanent endowment 

funds and is only available for investment purposes. 
b. Expendable restricted net position is available for expenditure by the institution but must be spent 

for purposes as determined by donors and/or external entities that have placed time or purpose 
restrictions on the use of the assets.  
 

• Unrestricted net position – Represents resources available to the institution for any lawful purpose of the 
institution.  

 
 
Summary of Net Position 

Increase Percent
2016 2015 (Decrease) Change

ASSETS
Current assets 23,847,063$     19,318,788$     4,528,275$       23.44%
Capital assets, net 66,020,217       68,433,551       (2,413,334)        -3.53%
Other noncurrent assets 1,243,347         1,239,038         4,309               0.35%

Total assets 91,110,627       88,991,377       2,119,250         2.38%

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES
Deferred loss on debt refunding 517,890            310,776            207,114            66.64%
Deferred outflows related to net pension liability 2,778,699         2,847,859         (69,160)            -2.43%

Total deferred outflows of resources 3,296,589         3,158,635         137,954            4.37%

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities 4,445,890         4,274,473         171,417            4.01%
Noncurrent liabilities 68,700,274       66,927,500       1,772,774         2.65%

Total liabilities 73,146,164       71,201,973       1,944,191         2.73%

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES
Deferred inflows related to net pension liability 426,504            2,838,613         (2,412,109)        -84.97%

NET POSITION
Net investment in capital assets 34,130,783       34,523,088       (392,305)           -1.14%
Restricted - nonexpendable 267,871            267,871            -                      0.00%
Restricted - expendable 3,734,743         2,948,108         786,635            26.68%
Unrestricted (17,298,849)      (19,629,641)      2,330,792         -11.87%

TOTAL NET POSITION 20,834,548$     18,109,426$     2,725,122$       15.05%
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• Current assets change of $4.5 million is primarily due to an increase in cash and cash equivalents of $2.7 
million and a $1.6 million increase in student and federal accounts receivable during the fiscal year.  
Enrollment growth in fall and spring semesters contributed to the increase.   
 

• Capital assets decreased by $2.4 million due to annual depreciation.    
 

• Noncurrent liabilities increased $1.8 million due to: 
o $1.2 million decrease in long-term bonds payable due to scheduled payments. 
o $3 million increase in net pension liability due to the change in the Campus’ proportionate share of 

the State’s net pension liability.  See Notes 1 and 5 for more information. 
 

• Deferred inflows decreased $2.4 million primarily due to the differences between the actual and expected 
experience in relation to the net pension liability. See Note 5, Pension Plans, for more information. 
 

 
Assets, Deferred Outflows, Liabilities, Deferred Inflows, and Net Position 
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN NET POSITION 

 
The Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position presents the revenues earned and 
expenses incurred during the year. Activities are reported as either operating or nonoperating. A public 
university’s dependency on state aid and gifts will result in operating deficits. GASB requires state appropriations 
and gifts to be classified as nonoperating revenues. The utilization of long-lived assets, referred to as Capital 
Assets, is reflected in the financial statements as depreciation, which amortizes the cost of an asset over its 
expected useful life. 
 
Changes in net position as presented on the Statement of Net Position are based on the activity presented in the 
Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position. The purpose of the statement is to present the 
revenues received by the institution, both operating and nonoperating, and the expenses paid by the institution, 
operating and nonoperating, and any other revenues, expenses, gains and losses received or spent by the 
institution.  
 
Operating revenues are received for providing goods and services to the various customers and constituencies of 
the institution. Operating expenses are those expenses paid to acquire or produce the goods and services 
provided in return for the operating revenues, and to carry out the mission of the institution. Nonoperating 
revenues are revenues received for which goods and services are not provided. State capital appropriations and 
capital grants and gifts are considered neither operating nor nonoperating revenues. 
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Summary of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position 

 
 

Increase/ Percent
2016 2015 (Decrease) Change

OPERATING REVENUES
Student tuition and fees 33,923,656$     32,211,779$     1,711,877$       5.31%

Less: scholarship allowance (14,536,610)      (13,869,829)      (666,781)           4.81%
Federal grants and contracts 2,065,369         1,709,659         355,710            20.81%
State grants and contracts 6,144,464         5,843,488         300,976            5.15%
Local grants and contracts 133,356            115,563            17,793             15.40%
Nongovernmental grants and contracts 129,543            185,785            (56,242)            -30.27%
Sales and services of educational and other activities 1,584,934         1,619,263         (34,329)            -2.12%
Sales and services of auxiliary enterprises 6,569,404         6,362,998         206,406            3.24%

Less: scholarship allowance (417,054)           (392,116)           (24,938)            6.36%
Interest collected on student loans 10,143             12,536             (2,393)              -19.09%
Other fees 193,661            182,341            11,320             6.21%
Other operating revenues 43,831             212,483            (168,652)           -79.37%

Total operating revenues 35,844,697       34,193,950       1,650,747         4.83%

NONOPERATING REVENUES
State appropriations 7,756,448         7,553,845         202,603            2.68%
Federal grants 6,086,001         5,736,447         349,554            6.09%
Gifts 1,051,629         980,261            71,368             7.28%
Investment income 31,036             39,821             (8,785)              -22.06%
Endowment income 6,708               3,550               3,158               88.96%

Total nonoperating revenues 14,931,822       14,313,924       617,898            4.32%

Total revenues 50,776,519       48,507,874       2,268,645         4.68%

OPERATING EXPENSES
Salaries and wages 22,797,767       22,003,245       794,522            3.61%
Fringe benefits 7,884,431         7,437,294         447,137            6.01%
Services and supplies 10,752,649       11,570,225       (817,576)           -7.07%
Utilities 2,102,283         1,695,283         407,000            24.01%
Scholarships and fellowships 1,085,570         657,195            428,375            65.18%
Depreciation expense 3,041,088         3,225,127         (184,039)           -5.71%

Total operating expenses 47,663,788       46,588,369       1,075,419         2.31%

NONOPERATING EXPENSES
Loss on disposal of capital assets 3,920               120,679            (116,759)           -96.75%
Interest on capital asset related debt 1,414,016         1,528,470         (114,454)           -7.49%

Total nonoperating expenses 1,417,936         1,649,149         (231,213)           -14.02%

Total expenses 49,081,724       48,237,518       844,206            1.75%

Other revenues 1,030,327         759,196            271,131            35.71%

Change in net position 2,725,122         1,029,552         1,695,570         164.69%

Net position, beginning of year, as originally stated 18,109,426       50,108,569       (31,999,143)      -63.86%

Restatement -                      (33,028,695)      33,028,695       -100.00%

Net position, beginning of year, as restated 18,109,426       17,079,874       1,029,552         6.03%

NET POSITION, END OF YEAR 20,834,548$     18,109,426$     2,725,122$       15.05%
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Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position 
For year ended June 30, 2016 

 

 
 
Some highlights of the changes in the Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position are as 
follows: 
 
• Student tuition and fees, net of the scholarship allowance, increase of $1.0 million is due to a 2.9% tuition and 

required fees increase coupled with positive growth in enrollment and the new Palmetto College courses. 
 

• A net increase of $618,237 in grants and contracts is primarily due to increases in State LIFE and need-based 
grants for student financial aid and Federal grants for nuclear and environmental sciences as part of the 
Campus’ work with the Savannah River Nuclear Plant. 

 
• Operating expenses increased $1.1 million (2.31%) over the prior year due to:   

o $1.2 million increase in salaries and fringe benefits due to the addition of faculty and staff as well as 
increases in employer retirement contributions and health insurance. Additional increases in fringe 
benefits were due to the changes in the related net pension liability.  
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o Scholarship expense increase due to enrollment growth and additional fellowship stipends related to 
federal grant work.

o Utilities expense increase due to the additional equipment needed for cooling buildings with aged 
systems.

o Services and supplies expense decrease due to reductions in bad debt expense and information 
technology equipment purchases. 

• An increase of $617,898 in nonoperating revenues is due primarily to additional state appropriations for
general fund and personnel use, and additional Federal grants for student financial aid as a result of
increased enrollment.

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 

The final statement presented is the Statement of Cash Flows.  The Statement of Cash Flows presents detailed 
information about the cash activity of the institution during the year.  The statement is divided into the following 
five parts.  

• Operating Activities - the net cash provided by (used for) the operating activities of the institution.

• Noncapital Financing Activities - the cash received and spent for nonoperating, noninvesting, and
noncapital financing purposes.  

• Capital and Related Financing Activities - the cash used for the acquisition and construction of capital and
related items.  

• Investing Activities - the purchases, proceeds, and interest received from investing activities.

• Reconciliation - reconciles the net cash provided by (used for) to the operating income (loss) reflected on
the Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position.

CAPITAL ASSET AND DEBT ADMINISTRATION 

During the year, the Campus began construction on a $1.8 million pedestrian bridge. This project is scheduled for 
completion in late fall of fiscal year 2017. 

The Campus’ indebtedness consists of bonds payable of $32 million and notes payable of $190,218. During the 
year, the Campus issued $7.3 million in Revenue Refunding bonds to partially refund the Series 2006A Revenue 
bonds. 

For more detailed information on capital asset and debt activity please refer to Note 4 – Capital Assets and Note 9 
– Bonds and Notes Payable in the Notes to the Financial Statements.

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 

The economic position of the Campus continues to be loosely tied to that of the State of South Carolina (the 
State) as evidenced by the Campus’ sustained strong financial performance despite significant reductions in state 
appropriations following the Great Recession for the period 2008 through 2012. The Campus received additional 
recurring state funding to begin the 2017 fiscal year to support a portion of state employee health insurance 
increases and provide parity funding to address the base state funding per student inequities. 

The State finished the 2016 fiscal year on a positive note with full funding of the State’s Rainy Day Fund at 5% of 
the prior year’s General Fund Revenues and also fully funded the Capital Reserve Account at 2% of the prior 
year’s General Fund Revenues. The Campus is a beneficiary of the eighth straight year of state surpluses, as 
excess lottery proceeds totaling $42,375 were made available for operations and critical equipment replacements 
in 2016.   

file://coconutcake/folders/Dept/Controller/Data/FINANCIALS%20&%20AUDIT/FY%202013-2014/MD&A/Statements/University/DRAFT/Notes%202014.doc
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA - Aiken
Statement of Net Position

As of June 30, 2016

ASSETS
Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents 16,789,613$      
Restricted - cash and cash equivalents 3,464,859          
Accounts receivable, net 2,741,335          
Inventories 386,832             
Prepaid items 3,979                 
Funds due from others 460,445             

Total current assets 23,847,063        

Noncurrent assets:
Restricted - cash and cash equivalents 347,248             
Restricted - federal student loans receivable 896,099             
Capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation 66,020,217        

Total noncurrent assets 67,263,564        

Total assets 91,110,627        

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES
Deferred loss on debt refunding 517,890             
Deferred outflows related to net pension liability 2,778,699          

Total deferred outflows of resources 3,296,589          

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable 599,729             
Retainage payable - current portion 45,753               
Accrued interest payable 215,923             
Accrued payroll and related liabilities 235,156             
Accrued compensated absences - current portion 704,748             
Bonds and notes payable - current portion 1,437,903          
Unearned revenues 932,037             
Deposits 211,822             
Other liabilities 5,494                 
Funds held for others 57,325               

Total current liabilities 4,445,890          

Noncurrent liabilities:
Accrued compensated absences 431,943             
Federal loan liability 847,376             
Bonds and notes payable 30,962,925        
Net pension liability 36,458,030        

Total noncurrent liabilities 68,700,274        

Total liabilities 73,146,164        

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES
Deferred inflows related to net pension liability 426,504             

NET POSITION
Net investment in capital assets 34,130,783        
Restricted for:

Nonexpendable 267,871             
Expendable

Scholarships, research, instruction, and other 649,850             
Loans 128,693             
Capital projects 2,925,933          
Debt service 30,267               

Unrestricted (17,298,849)       

Total net position 20,834,548$      
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA - Aiken
Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position

For the year ended June 30, 2016

OPERATING REVENUES
Student tuition and fees  ($1,366,544 pledged for bonds) 33,923,656$      

Less: scholarship allowance (14,536,610)       
Federal grants and contracts 2,065,369          
State grants and contracts 6,144,464          
Local grants and contracts 133,356             
Nongovernmental grants and contracts 129,543             
Sales and services of educational and other activities 1,584,934          
Sales and services of auxiliary enterprises  ($2,339,677 pledged for bonds) 6,569,404          

Less: scholarship allowance (417,054)            
Interest collected on student loans 10,143               
Other fees 193,661             
Other operating revenues 43,831               

Total operating revenues 35,844,697        

OPERATING EXPENSES
Salaries and wages 22,797,767        
Fringe benefits 7,884,431          
Services and supplies 10,752,649        
Utilities 2,102,283          
Scholarships and fellowships 1,085,570          
Depreciation expense 3,041,088          

Total operating expenses 47,663,788        

Operating loss (11,819,091)       

NONOPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES)
State appropriations 7,756,448          
Federal grants 6,086,001          
Gifts 1,051,629          
Investment income 31,036               
Endowment income 6,708                 
Loss on disposal of capital assets (3,920)                
Interest on capital asset related debt (1,414,016)         

Net nonoperating revenues 13,513,886        

Income before other revenues 1,694,795          

State capital appropriations 577,625             
Transfers (to)/from other campuses, net 452,702             

Change in net position 2,725,122          

NET POSITION, BEGINNING OF YEAR 18,109,426        

NET POSITION, END OF YEAR 20,834,548$      
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA - Aiken
Statement of Cash Flows

For the year ended June 30, 2016

OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Student tuition and fees 18,641,965$      
Research grants and contracts 7,796,807          
Sales and services of educational and other activities 1,539,845          
Sales and services of auxiliary enterprises 6,185,787          
Student loans disbursed (160,832)            
Student loans collected 113,880             
Interest collected on student loans 10,143               
Inflows from federal direct student loans 17,983,006        
Outflows from federal direct student loans (18,357,980)       
Payments to employees for services (22,632,717)       
Payments to employees for benefits (7,264,555)         
Payments to suppliers (12,216,325)       
Payments to students for scholarships and fellowships (1,085,570)         
Other receipts 237,492             
Inflows from agency funds 363,543             
Outflows from agency funds (331,125)            

Net cash used by operating activities (9,176,636)         

NONCAPITAL FINANCING ACTIVITIES
State appropriations 7,756,448          
Federal grants 6,086,001          
Gifts 1,010,059          
Transfers (to)/from other campuses, net 452,702             
Federal loan liability 3,685                 

Net cash provided by noncapital financing activities 15,308,895        

CAPITAL AND RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES
Proceeds from capital debt 8,606,423          
State capital appropriations 581,437             
Purchase and construction of capital assets (591,427)            
Principal paid on capital asset related debt (10,374,218)       
Interest paid on capital asset related debt (1,708,538)         

Net cash used by capital and related financing activities (3,486,323)         

INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Investment income 33,821               
Endowment income 6,708                 

Net cash provided by investing activities 40,529               

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 2,686,465          

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 17,915,255        

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 20,601,720$      

Reconciliation of cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents 16,789,613$      
Restricted - cash and cash equivalents, current 3,464,859          
Restricted - cash and cash equivalents, noncurrent 347,248             

20,601,720$      
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA - Aiken
Statement of Cash Flows

For the year ended June 30, 2016

Reconciliation of net operating loss to net cash 
used by operating activities
Operating loss (11,819,091)$     
Adjustments to reconcile operating loss to net cash

used by operating activities:
Depreciation expense 3,041,088          
Accrued benefits related to net pension liability 620,997             
Student loans cancelled 3,922                 

Change in current assets and liabilities
Accounts receivable, net (1,544,372)         
Student loans receivable (46,952)             
Inventories 30,809               
Prepaid items 120,564             
Accounts payable 483,313             
Accrued payroll 52,359               
Accrued benefits (1,121)               
Accrued compensated absences 112,691             
Unearned revenues 36,999               
Deposits 74,828               
Other liabilities 11                     
Funds held for and due from others (342,681)            

Net cash used by operating activities (9,176,636)$       

NONCASH TRANSACTIONS
Loss on disposal of capital assets, net (3,920)$             
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
Nature of Operations - The University of South Carolina – Aiken (the Campus) is a State-supported, coeducational 
institution of higher education and is one of eight campuses of the University of South Carolina (the University). The 
Campus’ primary purpose is to provide undergraduate education to students and conduct research and other 
activities that advance fundamental knowledge. 
  
Reporting Entity - The financial reporting entity, as defined by Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
Codification Section 2100, Defining the Financial Reporting Entity, consists of the primary government, organizations 
for which the primary government is financially accountable and other organizations for which the nature and 
significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion could cause the financial 
statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
  
The Campus is part of the University system. The University is a component unit of the State of South Carolina (the 
State).  As a discretely presented component unit of the State, the University is financially accountable to and fiscally 
dependent on the State.  Its Board of Trustees is appointed by the Governor and/or the General Assembly of the 
State. 
 
Financial Statements - The financial statement presentation for the Campus meets the requirements of GASB 
Codification Section 2100-2900, Financial Reporting and Co5, Colleges and Universities. The financial statement 
presentation provides a comprehensive, entity-wide perspective of the Campus’ net position, revenues, expenses and 
changes in net position and cash flows. 
 
Use of Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets, 
liabilities, revenues and expenses and affect disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial 
statements. Significant estimates used include separation of accrued compensated absences between current and 
noncurrent and depreciation expense.  Actual results could differ from those estimates. 
 
Basis of Accounting – For financial reporting purposes, the Campus is considered to be engaged only in business-
type activities. Accordingly, the Campus’ financial statements have been presented using the economic resources 
measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Under the accrual basis, revenues are recognized when 
earned, and expenses are recorded when an obligation has been incurred. Student tuition and auxiliary enterprise 
fees are presented net of scholarships and fellowships applied to student accounts, while stipends and other 
payments made directly are presented as scholarship and fellowship expenses. All significant intra-agency 
transactions have been eliminated. 
 
Cash and Cash Equivalents - For purposes of the statement of cash flows, the Campus considers all highly 
liquid investments with an original maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. The Campus 
participates in the State’s internal cash management pool, administered by the State Treasurer.  Because the 
cash management pool operates as a demand deposit account, amounts invested in the pool are classified as 
cash and cash equivalents. For credit risk information pertaining to the cash management pool, see the deposits 
disclosures in Note 2. 
 
The State’s internal cash management pool consists of a general deposit account and several special deposit 
accounts.  The State records each fund’s equity interest in the general deposit account; however, all earnings on 
that account are credited to the General Fund of the State. The Campus reports deposits in the general deposit 
account at cost and the special deposit accounts at fair value. Interest earned, including interest income, realized 
gains (losses) and unrealized gains (losses), by the Campus’ special deposit accounts is posted at the end of 
each month based on the percentage of the Campus’ accumulated daily income receivable to the total income 
receivable of the pool. Realized gains and losses are allocated daily and are included in the accumulated income 
receivable.  Unrealized gains and losses are allocated at year end based on the percentage of ownership in the 
pool. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, Continued 
 
Accounts Receivable - Accounts receivable consists of tuition and fee charges to students and auxiliary enterprise 
services provided to students, faculty and staff. Accounts receivable also include amounts due from the Federal, 
State, and local governments, or private sources, in connection with reimbursement of allowable expenditures made 
pursuant to the Campus’ grants and contracts. Accounts receivable are recorded net of estimated uncollectible 
amounts. 
 
Inventories - Inventories are carried at the lower of cost or market as determined by various methods. 
 
Noncurrent Cash - Noncurrent cash primarily consists of permanently endowed funds, debt service reserve funds 
and federal student loan funds. These funds are externally restricted and are classified as noncurrent assets in the 
statement of net position. 
 
Prepaid Items - Expenditures for services paid for in the current or prior fiscal years and benefiting more than one 
accounting period are allocated among accounting periods. Amounts reported in this asset account consist primarily 
of maintenance, license and service agreements, and travel reservations and deposits.  
 
Capital Assets - Capital assets are recorded at cost at the date of acquisition or fair market value at the date of 
donation in the case of gifts. The Campus follows capitalization guidelines established by the State.  All land is 
capitalized, regardless of cost. Qualifying improvements that rest in or on the land itself are recorded as 
depreciable land improvements. Major additions and renovations and other improvements that add to the usable 
space, prepare existing buildings for new uses, or extend the useful life of an existing building are capitalized. The 
Campus capitalizes movable personal property with a unit value in excess of $5,000 and a useful life in excess of 
two years and depreciable land improvements, buildings and improvements, and intangible assets costing in 
excess of $100,000. Routine repairs and maintenance and library materials, except individual items costing in 
excess of $5,000, are charged to operating expenses in the year in which the expense was incurred. 
 
Depreciation is computed using the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives of the assets, generally 
15 to 55 years for buildings and improvements and land improvements; 2 to 25 years for machinery, equipment, 
and vehicles; and 3 to 10 years for intangibles. A full month of depreciation is taken the month the asset is placed 
in service and no depreciation is taken in the month of disposition. 
 
The Campus capitalizes, as a component of construction in progress, interest cost in excess of earnings on 
invested debt proceeds associated with the capital projects. Therefore, asset values in capital assets include 
such interest costs. The Campus had no capitalized interest for fiscal year 2016. 
 
Unearned Revenues and Deposits - Unearned revenues include amounts billed for tuition and fees and certain 
auxiliary activities prior to the end of the fiscal year but related to the subsequent accounting period.  Unearned 
revenues also include amounts received from grant and contract sponsors that have not yet been earned. 
 
Deposits represent dormitory room deposits, security deposits for possible room damage and key loss, and other 
miscellaneous deposits. Student deposits are recognized as revenue during the semester for which the fee is 
applicable and earned when the deposit is nonrefundable to the student under the forfeit terms of the agreement. 
 
Compensated Absences - Employee vacation pay expense is accrued at year-end for financial statement purposes. 
The liability and expense incurred are recorded at year-end as accrued compensated absences in the statement of 
net position, and as a component of compensation and benefit expense in the statement of revenues, expenses and 
changes in net position. 
 
Noncurrent Liabilities - Noncurrent liabilities include (1) principal amounts of bonds payable, notes payable, and 
capital lease obligations with contractual maturities greater than one year; (2) estimated amounts for accrued 
compensated absences and other liabilities that will not be paid within the next fiscal year; (3) net pension liability; and 
(4) other liabilities that, although payable within one year, are to be paid from funds that are classified as noncurrent 
assets. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, Continued 
 
Deferred Outflows of Resources - the consumption of net position that is applicable to future reporting periods.  
The Campus’ deferred outflows of resources consist of (1) deferred loss on debt refunding – the defeasance of 
previously outstanding bonds resulted in deferred refunding losses.  These deferred losses are recognized as a 
component of interest expense over the remaining life of the old debt or the life of the new debt, whichever is 
shorter; (2) net pension liability - decreases in net pension liability that were not included in pension expense. 
Also, employer contributions subsequent to the measurement date of the net pension liability are reported as 
deferred outflows of resources.  
 
Deferred Inflows of Resources - the acquisition of net position that is applicable to future reporting periods.  The 
Campus’ deferred inflows of resources consist of increases in the net pension liability that were not included in 
pension expense. 
 
Net Position – Components of the Campus’ net position are classified as follows: 
 
Net investment in capital assets:  This represents the Campus’ total investment in capital assets, net of outstanding 
debt obligations related to those capital assets. To the extent debt has been incurred but not yet expended for capital 
assets, such amounts are not included as a component of net investment in capital assets. 
 
Restricted - nonexpendable:  The restricted nonexpendable component of net position consists of endowment and 
similar type funds in which donors or other outside sources have stipulated, as a condition of the gift instrument, that 
the principal is to be maintained inviolate and in perpetuity, and invested for the purpose of producing present and 
future income, which may either be expended or added to principal. 
 
Restricted - expendable:  The restricted expendable component of net position includes resources which the Campus 
is legally or contractually obligated to spend in accordance with restrictions imposed by external third parties.   
 
Unrestricted: The unrestricted component of net position represents resources derived from student tuition and fees, 
and sales and services of educational departments and auxiliary enterprises. These resources are used for 
transactions relating to the educational and general operations of the Campus, and may be used at the discretion of 
the governing board to meet current expenses for any purpose.   
 
The Campus’ policy for applying expenses that can use both restricted and unrestricted resources is delegated to the 
departmental administrative level.  General practice is to first apply the expense to restricted resources then to 
unrestricted resources. 
 
Income Taxes - The University is a political subdivision of the State and, is therefore, generally exempt from federal 
and state income taxes under applicable federal and state statutes and regulations on related income. Certain 
activities of the Campus may be subject to taxation as unrelated business income.  
 
Classification of Revenues - The Campus has classified its revenues as either operating or nonoperating revenues 
according to the following criteria: 
 
Operating revenues: Operating revenues generally result from exchange transactions to provide goods or services 
related to the Campus’ principal ongoing operations.   
 
These revenues include: 

(1) student tuition and fees received in exchange for providing educational services, housing, and other related 
services to students; 

(2) receipts for scholarships including federal grants and contract revenue where the governmental agency has 
identified the qualified student recipients;  

(3) fees received from organizations and individuals in exchange for miscellaneous goods and services provided 
by the Campus; and  

(4) grants and contracts that are essentially the same as contracts for services that finance programs the Campus 
would not otherwise undertake. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, Continued 
 
Nonoperating revenues: Nonoperating revenues include activities that have the characteristics of nonexchange 
transactions. These revenues include gifts and contributions, appropriations, investment income, and any grants and 
contracts that are not classified as operating revenue or restricted by the grantor to be used exclusively for capital 
purposes. 
 
Scholarship Allowance- Student tuition and fee revenues, and certain other revenues from students, are reported 
net of scholarship discounts and allowances in the statement of revenues, expenses and changes in net position. 
Scholarship discounts and allowances are the difference between the stated charge for goods and services provided 
by the Campus, and the amount that is paid by students and/or third parties making payments on the students’ behalf.  
 
Certain governmental grants, such as Pell grants, and other federal, state or nongovernmental programs, are 
recorded as either operating or nonoperating revenues in the Campus’ financial statements.  
 
To the extent that revenues from such programs are used to satisfy tuition and fees and other student charges, the 
Campus has recorded a scholarship discount and allowance. 
 
Rebatable Arbitrage - Arbitrage involves the investment of proceeds from the sale of tax-exempt securities in a 
taxable investment that yields a higher rate of return, resulting in income in excess of interest costs. Federal law 
requires entities to rebate to the government such income on tax-exempt debt if the yield from these earnings 
exceeds the effective yield on the related tax-exempt debt issued. 
 
Governmental units that issue no more than $5 million in total of all such debt in a calendar year are exempt from the 
rebate requirements.  For this purpose, tax-exempt indebtedness includes bonds and certain capital leases and 
installment purchases. Rebates are payable every five years or at maturity of the debt, whichever is earlier. However, 
the potential liability is calculated annually for financial reporting purposes. The Campus had no rebatable arbitrage 
liability at June 30, 2016.  
 
Donor-Restricted Endowments - Endowments are subject to restrictions requiring that the principal be invested and 
that only the income be used for specific purposes.  If a donor has not provided specific timing instructions, state law 
permits the Board of Trustees to authorize for expenditure the endowment’s net appreciation. Any net appreciation 
that is spent is required to be spent for the purpose for which the endowment was established. The Campus has a 
total return policy for authorizing and spending endowment income. 
 
At June 30, 2016, $148,529 of the amount reported as net position, restricted expendable - scholarships, research, 
instruction and other, represented net appreciation of donor-restricted endowments. 
 
Adoption of new accounting standard - Effective for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016, the Campus adopted 
GASB Statement No. 72, Fair Value Measurement and Application.  As a result of this implementation, the Campus 
classifies its investments using a fair value hierarchy that prioritizes inputs to valuation techniques used to measure 
fair value.  The effect of this implementation is discussed in Note 2. 
 



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA - AIKEN 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

 
 
 

18 
 

NOTE 2 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, OTHER DEPOSITS, AND INVESTMENTS 
 
Most deposits and investments of the Campus are under the control of the State Treasurer who, by law, has sole 
authority for investing State funds.  Certain deposits and investments are deposited with or managed by financial 
institutions and brokers as restricted by donors.  
 
The following schedule reconciles deposits and investments within the notes to the statement of net position 
amounts: 
 

Statement of Net Position
Cash and cash equivalents (current) 16,789,613$     
Restricted cash and cash equivalents (current) for:

Debt service 245,938            
Scholarship, research, instruction, and other 510,633            
University administered loans 2,000               
Capital projects 2,706,288         

3,464,859         

Restricted cash and cash equivalents (noncurrent) for:
Endowments 267,871            
Federal student loans 79,377             

347,248            

Total 20,601,720$     

Notes
Cash on hand 15,176             
Deposits held by State Treasurer 20,583,846       
Other deposits 2,698               

Total 20,601,720$     

 
 
Deposits Held by State Treasurer - State law requires full collateralization of all State Treasurer bank balances. 
The State Treasurer must correct any deficiencies in collateral within seven days. Information pertaining to the 
reported amounts, fair values, and credit risk of the State Treasurer’s deposits is disclosed in the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report of the State of South Carolina. 
 
With respect to the investments in the State’s internal cash management pool, all of the State Treasurer’s 
investments are insured or registered or are investments for which the securities are held by the State or its 
agents in the State’s name. Information pertaining to the reported amounts, fair values, and the credit risk of the 
State Treasurer's investments is disclosed in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the State of South 
Carolina.  For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016, $47,119 of the $20,583,846 identified above as “Deposits 
held by State Treasurer” is attributable to unrealized appreciation.  
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NOTE 2 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, OTHER DEPOSITS, AND INVESTMENTS, Continued 
 
The Campus has adopted applicable accounting standards for its financial assets and liabilities which clarify that 
fair value is an exit price, representing the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a 
liability in an orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date.  The Campus utilizes 
market data or assumptions that market participants would use in pricing the asset or liability.  The standards 
establish a three tier fair value hierarchy, which prioritizes the inputs used in measuring fair value.  These tiers 
include:  Level 1, defined as observable inputs such as quoted prices in active markets; Level 2, defined as inputs 
other than quoted prices in active markets that are either directly or indirectly observable; and Level 3, defined as 
unobservable inputs about which little or no market data exists, therefore requiring an entity to develop its own 
assumptions.  The investment assets held in the State’s cash management pool are all Level 2 assets. 
 
Other Deposits - The Campus’ other deposits at year-end were entirely covered by federal depository insurance 
or were fully collateralized by securities held by the pledging bank's trust department. 

 
NOTE 3 - RECEIVABLES 
 
Accounts Receivable - Accounts receivable consisted of the following: 

 

Student 1,860,165$         
Auxiliary enterprises 307,341              
Federal grants and contracts 968,704              
State grants and contracts 38,535                
Non-governmental grants and contracts 25,606                
Accrued interest 2,572                  

3,202,923           
Less allowance for doubtful accounts (461,588)             

Accounts receivable, net 2,741,335$         
 

 
Allowances for doubtful accounts are based upon actual losses experienced in prior years and evaluations of the 
current accounts. 
 
Student Loans Receivable and Federal Loan Liability - Student loans made through the Federal Perkins and 
the Federal Nursing and Health Professions loan programs comprise substantially all of the student loans 
receivable, and are restricted for such loans. The loan programs provide various repayment options: students 
have the right to repay the loans over periods up to 10 years depending on the amount of the loan and loan 
cancellation privileges the student may exercise.  
 
The amount reported as a federal loan liability is the amount of federal contributions and net earnings on the 
loans that would have to be repaid to the federal government if the Campus ceased to participate in the programs.  
 
As the Campus determines that loans are uncollectible, the loans can be assigned to the federal agency 
administrating the loan programs. 
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NOTE 3 – RECEIVABLES, Continued 
 
Capital Improvement Bonds Proceeds Receivable – This amount represents outstanding state capital 
improvement and infrastructure bond fund proceeds, and capital reserve fund appropriations that have been 
expended but not yet drawn. 
 
The State has authorized capital improvement bonds, research infrastructure bonds, university infrastructure 
bonds and capital reserve fund appropriations to fund improvements and expansion of state facilities. The 
Campus is not obligated to repay these funds to the State.  Authorized funds can be requested once the State 
authorities have given approval to begin specific projects and project expenditures have been incurred.  
 
At June 30, 2016 the Campus had no capital improvement bond proceeds receivable. 
 
NOTE 4 - CAPITAL ASSETS 
 

June 30, 2015 Additions Reductions June 30, 2016

Capital assets not being depreciated
Land and improvements 619,517$             -$                         -$                         619,517$             
Construction in progress 411,069               412,758               -                           823,827               
Works of art and historical treasures 36,196                 -                           -                           36,196                 

Total capital assets not being depreciated 1,066,782            412,758               -                           1,479,540            

Other capital assets
Land improvements 3,085,162            -                           -                           3,085,162            
Buildings and improvements 107,195,654        -                           -                           107,195,654        
Machinery, equipment and other 4,503,184            142,319               47,115                 4,598,388            
Vehicles 370,984               76,597                 27,278                 420,303               

Total capital assets at historical cost 115,154,984        218,916               74,393                 115,299,507        

Less accumulated depreciation for
Land improvements 2,140,137            68,253                 -                           2,208,390            
Buildings and improvements 42,099,604          2,689,877            -                           44,789,481          
Machinery, equipment and other 3,293,043            256,937               43,195                 3,506,785            
Vehicles 255,431               26,021                 27,278                 254,174               

Total accumulated depreciation 47,788,215          3,041,088            70,473                 50,758,830          

Other capital assets, net 67,366,769          (2,822,172)           3,920                   64,540,677          

Capital assets, net 68,433,551$        (2,409,414)$         3,920$                 66,020,217$        
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS 
 
The South Carolina Public Employee Benefit Authority (PEBA), which was created July 1, 2012, administers the 
various retirement systems and retirement programs managed by its Retirement Division.  PEBA has an 11-
member Board of Directors, appointed by the Governor and General Assembly leadership, which serves as co-
trustee and co-fiduciary of the systems and the trust funds.  By law, the Budget and Control Board, which consists 
of five elected officials, also reviews certain PEBA Board decisions regarding the funding of the Systems and 
serves as a co-trustee of the Systems in conducting that review.   

For purposes of measuring the net pension liability, deferred outflows and inflows of resources related to 
pensions, and pension expense, information about the fiduciary net position of the Systems and additions 
to/deductions from the Systems fiduciary net position have been determined on the accrual basis of accounting as 
they are reported by the Systems in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). For this 
purpose, revenues are recognized when earned and expenses are recognized when incurred. Benefit and refund 
expenses are recognized when due and payable in accordance with the terms of the plan. Investments are 
reported at fair value. 
 
PEBA issues a Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) containing financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the South Carolina Retirement Systems’ Pension Trust Funds.  The CAFR is 
publically available through the Retirement Benefits’ link on PEBA’s website at www.peba.gov, or a copy may be 
obtained by submitting a request to PEBA, PO Box 11960, Columbia, SC 29211-1960. PEBA is considered a 
division of the primary government of the state of South Carolina and therefore, retirement trust fund financial 
information is also included in the comprehensive annual financial report of the State. 
 
Plan Description 
The South Carolina Retirement System (SCRS), a cost sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan, 
was established effective July 1, 1945, pursuant to the provisions of Section 9-1-20 of the South Carolina Code of 
Laws for the purpose of providing retirement allowances and other benefits for employees of the state, its public 
school districts, and political subdivisions.   
 
The State Optional Retirement Program (ORP) is a defined contribution plan that is offered as an alternative to 
SCRS to certain newly hired state, public school, and higher education employees.  State ORP participants direct 
the investment of their funds into a plan administered by one of four investment providers. 
 
The South Carolina Police Officers Retirement System (PORS), a cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan, was established effective July 1, 1962, pursuant to the provisions of Section 9-11-20 of the South 
Carolina Code of Laws for the purpose of providing retirement allowances and other benefits for police officers 
and firemen of the state and its political subdivisions. 
 
Membership - Membership requirements are prescribed in Title 9 of the South Carolina Code of Laws.  A brief 
summary of the requirements under each system is presented below. 
 
SCRS – Generally, all employees of covered employers, such as the University, are required to participate in and 
contribute to the system as a condition of employment.  This plan covers general employees and teachers and 
individuals newly elected to the South Carolina General Assembly beginning with the November 2012 general 
election.  An employee member of the system with an effective date of membership prior to July 1, 2012 is a 
Class II member.  An employee member of the system with an effective date of membership on or after July 1, 
2012 is a Class III member. 
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 
 
ORP – As an alternative to membership in SCRS, newly hired state, public school, and higher education 
employees and individuals newly elected to the S.C. General Assembly beginning with the November 2012 
general election have the option to participate in the State Optional Retirement Program (State ORP), which is a 
defined contribution plan. State ORP participants direct the investment of their funds into a plan administered by 
one of four investment providers. PEBA assumes no liability for State ORP benefits. Rather, the benefits are the 
liability of the investment providers. For this reason, State ORP programs are not part of the retirement systems’ 
trust funds for financial statement purposes. Employee and Employer contributions to the State ORP are at the 
same rates as SCRS. A direct remittance is required from the employers to the member’s account with investment 
providers for the employee contribution (8.16 percent) and a portion of the employer contribution (5.00 percent). A 
direct remittance is also required to SCRS for the remaining portion of the employer contribution (5.91 percent) and 
an incidental death benefit contribution (0.15 percent), if applicable, which is retained by SCRS. 
 
PORS – To be eligible for PORS membership, an employee must be required by the terms of his employment, by 
election or appointment, to preserve public order, protect life and property, and detect crimes in the state; to 
prevent and control property destruction by fire; or to serve as a peace officer employed by the Department of 
Corrections, the Department of Juvenile Justice, or the Department of Mental Health.  Probate judges and 
coroners may elect membership in PORS.  Magistrates are required to participate in PORS for service as a 
magistrate.  PORS members, other than magistrates and probate judges, must also earn at least $2,000 per year 
and devote at least 1,600 hours per year to this work, unless exempted by statute.  An employee member of the 
system with an effective date of membership prior to July 1, 2012 is a Class II member.  An employee member of 
the system with an effective date of membership on or after July 1, 2012 is a Class III member. 
 
Benefits- Benefit terms are prescribed in Title 9 of the South Carolina Code of Laws.  PEBA does not have the 
authority to establish or amend benefit terms without a legislative change in the code of laws.  Key elements of 
the benefit calculation include the benefit multiplier, years of services, and average final compensation.  A brief 
summary of benefit terms for each system is presented below. 
 
SCRS – A Class II member who has separated from service with at least five or more years of earned service is 
eligible for a monthly pension at age 65 or with 28 years of credited service regardless of age.  A member may 
elect early retirement with reduced pension benefits payable at age 55 with 25 years of service credit.  A Class III 
member who has separated from service with at least eight or more years of earned service is eligible for a 
monthly pension upon satisfying the Rule of 90 requirement that the total of the member’s age and the member’s 
creditable service equals at least 90 years.  Both Class II and Class III members are eligible to receive a reduced 
deferred annuity at age 60 if they satisfy the five- or eight-year earned service requirement, respectively.   
 
The benefit formula for full benefits effective since July 1, 1989 for the SCRS is 1.82 percent of an employee’s 
average final compensation (AFC) multiplied by the number of years of credited service.  For Class II members, 
AFC is the average annual earnable compensation during 12 consecutive quarters and includes an amount for up 
to 45 days termination pay at retirement for unused annual leave.  For Class III members, AFC is the average 
annual earnable compensation during 20 consecutive quarters and termination pay for unused annual leave at 
retirement is not included.  An incidental death benefit is also available to beneficiaries of active and retired 
members. 
 
The annual retirement allowance of eligible retirees or their surviving annuitants is increased by the lesser of one 
percent or five hundred dollars every July 1.  Only those annuitants in receipt of a benefit on July 1 the preceding 
year are eligible to receive the increase.  Members who retire under the early retirement provisions at age 55 with 
25 years of service are not eligible for the benefit adjustment until the second July 1 after reaching the age 60 or 
the second July 1 after the date they would have had 28 years of service credit had they not retired.  
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 
 
PORS – A Class II member who has separated from service with at least five or more years of earned service is 
eligible for a monthly pension at age 55 or with 25 years of credited service regardless of age.   A Class III 
member who has separated from service with at least eight or more years of earned service is eligible for a 
monthly pension at age 55 or with 27 years of credited service regardless of age.  Both Class II and Class III 
members are eligible to receive a deferred annuity at age 55 with five or eight years of earned service, 
respectively.  An incidental death benefit is also available to beneficiaries of active and retired members.  
Accidental death benefits are also provided upon the death of an active member working for a covered employer 
whose death was a natural and proximate result of an injury incurred while in the performance of duty. 
 
The retirement allowance of eligible retirees or their surviving annuitants is increased by the lesser of one percent 
or five hundred dollars every July 1.  Only those annuitants in receipt of a benefit on July 1 of the preceding year 
are eligible to receive the increase. 
 
Disability annuity benefits are available to Class II members if they have permanent incapacity to perform regular 
duties of the member’s job and they have at least 5 years of earned service (this requirement does not apply if the 
disability is a result of a job related injury).  Class III members can apply for disability annuity benefits provided 
they have a permanent incapacity to perform the regular duties of the member’s job and they have a minimum of 
eight years of credited service.  For disability applications received after December 31, 2013, a member of SCRS 
will have to be approved for disability benefits from the Social Security Administration in order to be eligible for 
SCRS disability retirement benefits.  An incidental death benefit equal to an employee’s annual rate of 
compensation is payable upon the death of an active employee with a minimum of one year of credited service  or 
to a working retired contributing member.  There is no service requirement for death resulting from actual 
performance of duties for an active member.  For eligible retired members, a lump-sum payment is made to the 
retiree’s beneficiary of up to $6,000 based on years of service at retirement. 
 
Contributions - Contributions are prescribed in Title 9 of the South Carolina Code of Laws. Upon 
recommendation by the actuary in the annual actuarial valuation, the PEBA Board may adopt and present to the 
Budget and Control Board for approval an increase in the SCRS and PORS employer and employee contribution   
rates, but any such increase may not result in a differential between the employee and total employer contribution 
rate that exceeds 2.9 percent of earnable compensation for SCRS and 5 percent for PORS. An increase in the 
contribution rates adopted by the Board may not provide for an increase of more   than one-half of one percent in 
any one year. If the scheduled employee and employer contributions provided in statute or the rates last adopted 
by the Board are insufficient to maintain a thirty year amortization schedule of the unfunded liabilities of the plans, 
the Board shall increase the contribution rates in equal percentage amounts for the employer and employee as 
necessary to maintain the thirty- year amortization period; and, this increase is not limited to one-half of one 
percent per year. 
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 
 
Required employee contribution rates for fiscal year 2015-2016 are as follows: 
 

SCRS  
Employee Class II 8.16% of earnable compensation 
Employee Class III 8.16% of earnable compensation 
  
ORP 8.16% of earnable compensation 
  
PORS  
Employee Class II 8.74% of earnable compensation 
Employee Class III 8.74% of earnable compensation 

 
 
Required employer contribution rates1 for fiscal year 2015-2016 are as follows: 
 

SCRS  
Employer Class II 10.91% of earnable compensation 
Employer Class III 10.91% of earnable compensation 
Employer Incidental Death Benefit 0.15% of earnable compensation 
  
ORP  
Employer Contribution2 10.91% of earnable compensation 
Employer Incidental Death Benefit 0.15% of earnable compensation 
  
PORS  
Employer Class II 13.34% of earnable compensation 
Employer Class III 13.34% of earnable compensation 
Employer Incidental Death Benefit 0.20% of earnable compensation 
Employer Accidental Death Program 0.20% of earnable compensation 

 
1 Calculated on earnable compensation as defined in Title 9 of the South Carolina Code of Laws. 
2 Of this employer contribution, 5% of earnable compensation must be remitted by the employer directly to the ORP 
vendor to be allocated to the member’s account with the remainder of the employer contribution remitted to the 
SCRS. 

 
   
Of the ORP employer contribution of 10.91% of earnable compensation, 5% of earnable compensation must be 
remitted by the employer directly to the ORP vendor to be allocated to the member’s account with the remainder 
of the employer contribution remitted to SCRS. 
 
SCRS - The University’s actual retirement and incidental death program contributions to the SCRS for the years 
ended June 30, 2016, 2015, and 2014 were: 
 

Fiscal Year
Ended Rate Contribution Rate Contribution
2016 10.910% $1,225,000 0.150% $17,000
2015 10.750% $1,281,000 0.150% $18,000
2014 10.450% $1,239,000 0.150% $18,000

Retirement Incidental Death
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 
 
PORS - The Campus’ actual retirement, incidental death program and accidental death program contributions to 
the PORS for the years ended June 30, 2016, 2015, and 2014 were: 
 
 

Fiscal Year
Ended Rate Contribution Rate Contribution Rate Contribution
2016 13.340% $48,000 0.200% $700 0.200% $700
2015 13.010% $36,000 0.200% $600 0.200% $600
2014 12.440% $37,000 0.200% $600 0.200% $600

Retirement Incidental Death Accidental Death

 
 
 
Teacher and Employee Retention Incentive - Effective January 1, 2001, Section 9-1-2210 of the South 
Carolina Code of Laws allows employees eligible for service retirement to participate in the Teacher and 
Employee Retention Incentive (TERI) Program.  TERI participants may retire and begin accumulating retirement 
benefits on a deferred basis without terminating employment for up to five years. 
 
Upon termination of employment or at the end of the TERI period, whichever is earlier, participants will begin 
receiving monthly service retirement benefits which will include any cost of living adjustments granted during the 
TERI period.  Because participants are considered retired during the TERI period, they do not earn service credit, 
and are ineligible to receive group life insurance benefits or disability retirement benefits.  The TERI program will 
end effective June 30, 2018 and a member’s participation may not continue after this date. TERI participants and 
retired contributing members are eligible for the increased death benefit equal to their annual salary in lieu of the 
standard retired member benefit. 
 
Net Pension Liability - At June 30, 2016, the Campus reported liabilities of $35,911,989 and $546,041 for its 
proportionate share of the SCRS and PORS net pension liability, respectively.  The net pension liabilities were 
measured as of June 30, 2015, and the total pension liabilities used to calculate the net pension liabilities were 
determined by an actuarial valuation as of that date.  The Campus’ proportionate shares of the net pension 
liabilities were based on the Campus’ long-term share of contributions to the pension plans relative to the 
projected contributions of all participating employers, actuarially determined.  At June 30, 2015, the Campus’ 
proportionate shares of the SCRS and PORS plans were 0.189354% and 0.025054%. 
 
Pension Expense - For the year ended June 30, 2016, the Campus recognized pension expense of $2,444,336 
and $44,183 for SCRS and PORS, respectively.   
 
Deferred inflows of resources and deferred outflows of resources – At June 30, 2016, the Campus reported 
deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions from the following sources 
for each of the respective plans: 
 

Deferred Outflows 
of Resources

Deferred Inflows of 
Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 665,150$                   61,723$                    
Net difference between projected and actual earnings

on pension plan investments 231,022                     -                               
Changes in proportion and differences between University

contributions and proportionate share of contributions -                                361,631                    
University contributions subsequent to the measurement date 1,818,177                  -                               

Total 2,714,349$                423,354$                  

South Carolina Retirement System
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 

Deferred Outflows of 
Resources

Deferred Inflows of 
Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 9,668$                        -$                             
Net difference between projected and actual earnings

on pension plan investments 5,337                          -                               
Changes in proportion and differences between University

contributions and proportionate share of contributions -                                  3,150                       
University contributions subsequent to the measurement date 49,345                        -                               

Total 64,350$                      3,150$                     

Police Officers Retirement System

 
 
 
The $1,818,177 and $49,345 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from 
Campus contributions subsequent to the measurement date for the SCRS and PORS plans, respectively, during 
the year ended June 30, 2016 will be recognized as a reduction of the net pension liabilities in the year ending 
June 30, 2017. 
 
Other amounts reported as deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions 
will be recognized in pension expense as follows for the SCRS and PORS plans, respectively: 
 
 

SCRS
Year ended June 30:

2017 (116,116)                
2018 (116,116)                
2019 81,088                   
2020 (321,674)                

(472,818)$              

PORS
Year ended June 30:

2017 (876)                       
2018 (876)                       
2019 (332)                       
2020 (9,771)                    

(11,855)$                

 
 
Actuarial Assumptions and Methods - Actuarial valuations involve estimates of the reported amounts and 
assumptions about the probability of occurrence of events far into the future. Examples include assumptions 
about future employment, mortality, and future salary increases. Actuarial assumptions and methods used during 
the annual valuation process are subject to periodic revision, typically with an experience study, as actual results 
over an extended period of time are compared with past expectations and new estimates are made about the 
future. South Carolina state statute requires that an actuarial experience study be completed at least once in each 
five-year period. The last experience study was performed on data through June 30, 2010, and the next 
experience study, performed on data through June 30, 2015, is currently underway. 
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued    
 
The June 30, 2015, total pension liability, net pension liability, and sensitivity information were determined by 
PEBA’s consulting actuary, Gabriel, Roeder, Smith and Company (GRS) and are based on the July 1, 2014, 
actuarial valuations, as adopted by the PEBA Board and Budget and Control Board which utilized membership 
data as of July 1, 2014. The total pension liability was rolled-forward from the valuation date to the plan’s fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2015, using generally accepted actuarial principles. Information included in the following 
schedules is based on the certification provided by GRS. 
 
The following provides a summary of the actuarial assumptions and methods used in the July 1, 2014, valuations 
for SCRS and PORS. 
 

 SCRS PORS 
Actuarial cost method Entry age normal Entry age normal 

Investment rate of return 7.5% 7.5% 

Projected salary increases 3.5% to 12.5% (varies by 
service)1 

4.0% to 10.0% (varies by 
service)1 

Benefit adjustments lesser of 1% or $500 annually lesser of 1% or $500 annually 
1 Includes inflation at 2.75% 

 
The post-retiree mortality assumption is dependent upon the member’s job category and gender.  This 
assumption includes base rates which are automatically adjusted for future improvement in mortality using 
published Scale AA projected from the year 2000.  Assumptions used in the July 1, 2014 valuations for SCRS and 
PORS are as follows. 
 
 

Former Job Class Males Females 

Educators 
RP-2000 Males (with White 
Collar adjustment) multiplied by 
110% 

RP-2000 Females (with White 
Collar adjustment) multiplied by 
95% 

General Employees and Members of 
the General Assembly 

RP-2000 Males multiplied by 
100% 

RP-2000 Females multiplied by 
90% 

Public Safety and Firefighters RP-2000 Males (with Blue Collar 
adjustment) multiplied by 115% 

RP-2000 Females (with Blue 
Collar adjustment) multiplied by 
115% 
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued    
 
Net Pension Liability - The net pension liability is calculated separately for each system and represents that 
particular system’s total pension liability determined in accordance with GASB No. 67 less that System’s fiduciary 
net position.  As of June 30, 2015, net pension liability amounts for SCRS and PORS are as follows (amounts 
expressed in thousands): 
 

System Total Pension 
Liability 

Plan Fiduciary Net 
Position 

Employers’ Net 
Pension Liability 

(Asset) 

Plan Fiduciary Net 
Position as a 

Percentage of the 
Total Pension 

SCRS $44,097,310,230 $25,131,828,101 $18,965,482,129 57.0% 

PORS 6,151,321,222 3,971,824,838 2,179,496,384 64.6% 

 
 
The total pension liability is calculated by the System’s actuary, and each plan’s fiduciary net position is reported 
in the System’s financial statements.  The net pension liability is disclosed in accordance with the requirements of 
GASB 67 in the System’s notes to the financial statements and required supplementary information.  Liability 
calculations performed by the Systems’ actuary for the purpose of satisfying the requirements of GASB Nos. 67 
and 68 are not applicable for other purposes, such as determining the plans’ funding requirements. 
 
The most significant impact on a plan’s fiduciary net position relates to the rate of return on its investments.  
Consequently, significant fluctuations in the market value of investment substantially affect the fiduciary net 
position component of the NPL calculation, and as a result, cause a direct change in the NPL.  Investments 
earned 1.60% during the plan year ended June 30, 2015 and thus the market value of the SCRS and PORS 
investments increased slightly.  However, this resulted in negative cash flows because net investment income 
plus other plan additions (contributions) were not substantial enough to offset plan deductions (benefit payments 
and administrative costs).  Accordingly, SCRS and PORS experienced an overall decreased in plan fiduciary net 
position for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2015.  This change, coupled with the annual increase in the total 
pension liability, led to a $1.75 billion and $265 million increase in the NPL for SCRS and PORS, respectively, for 
the measurement period ended June 30, 2015. 
 
Long Term Expected Rate of Return - The long-term expected rate of return on pension plan investments, as 
used in the July 1, 2014, actuarial valuations, was based upon the 30 year capital market outlook at the end of the 
fourth quarter 2013, as developed by the Retirement Systems Investment Commission in collaboration with its 
investment consultant, Aon Hewitt. The long-term expected rate of returns represent assumptions developed 
using an arithmetic building block approach, reflecting observable inflation and interest rate information available 
in the fixed income markets as well as Consensus Economics forecasts. Long-term assumptions for other asset 
classes are based on historical results, current market characteristics, and professional judgment. 
 
The expected returns, along with the expected inflation rate, form the basis for the target asset allocation as 
adopted by the Investment Commission for fiscal year 2015. The long-term expected rate   of return is produced 
by weighting the expected future real rates of return by the target allocation percentage and by adding expected 
inflation and is summarized in the table on the following page. For actuarial purposes, the 7.50 percent assumed 
annual investment rate of return set in statute and used in the calculation of the total pension liability includes a 
4.75 percent real rate of return and a 2.75 percent inflation component. 
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 

Asset Class 
Target 

Allocation 

Expected 
Arithmetic 

Real Rate of 
Return 

Long-Term 
Expected Portfolio 

Real Rate of 
Return 

Short Term    
     Cash 2.0% 1.9% 0.04% 
     Short Duration 3.0% 2.0% 0.06% 
Domestic Fixed Income    
     Core Fixed Income 7.0% 2.7% 0.19% 
     Mixed Credit 6.0% 3.8% 0.23% 
Global Fixed Income    
     Global Fixed Income 3.0% 2.8% 0.08% 
     Emerging Markets Debt 6.0% 5.1% 0.31% 
Global Public Equity 31.0% 7.1% 2.20% 
Global Tactical Asset Allocation 10.0% 4.9% 0.49% 
Alternatives    
     Hedge Funds (Low Beta) 8.0% 4.3% 0.34% 
     Private Debt 7.0% 9.9% 0.69% 
     Private Equity 9.0% 9.9% 0.89% 
     Real Estate (Broad Market) 5.0% 6.0% 0.30% 
     Commodities 3.0% 5.9% 0.18% 
Total Expected Real Return 100.0%  6.00% 
Inflation for Actuarial Purposes   2.75% 
Total Expected Nominal Return   8.75% 

 
 
 
Discount Rate - The discount rate used to measure the total pension liability was 7.50 percent. The projection of 
cash flows used to determine the discount rate assumed that the funding policy specified in the South Carolina 
State Code of Laws will remain unchanged in future years. Based on those assumptions, each System’s fiduciary 
net position was projected to be available to make all projected future benefit payments of current plan members. 
Therefore, the long-term expected rate of return on pension plan investments was applied to all periods of 
projected benefit payments to determine the total pension liability. 
 
Sensitivity Analysis - The following table presents the collective net pension liability of the Campus calculated 
using the discount rate of 7.50 percent, as well as what the Campus’ net pension liability would be if it were 
calculated using a discount rate that is 1.00 percent lower (6.50 percent) or 1.00 percent higher (8.50 percent) 
than the current rate. 
 
 

Sensitivity of the Net Pension Liability to Changes in the Discount Rate 

System 
1.00% Decrease  

(6.5%) 
Current Discount 

Rate (7.5%) 
1.00% Increase 

(8.5%) 
SCRS $45,274,643 $35,911,989 $28,064,729 
PORS        743,849        546,041       302,706 
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NOTE 5 - PENSION PLANS, Continued 
 
Additional Financial and Actuarial Information - Detailed information regarding the fiduciary net position of the 
plans administered by PEBA is available in the Systems’ audited financial statements for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2015 (including the unmodified audit opinion on the financial statements). Additional actuarial 
information is available in the accounting and financial reporting actuarial valuation as of June 30, 2015. 
 
Deferred Compensation Plans – Several optional deferred compensation plans are available to State 
employees and employers of its political subdivisions.  Certain employees of the University have elected to 
participate.  The multiple-employer plans, created under Internal Revenue Code Sections 457, 401(k), and 
403(b), are administered by third parties and are not included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of 
the State of South Carolina.  Compensation deferred under the plans is placed in trust for the contributing 
employee.  The State has no liability for losses under the plans.  Employees may withdraw the current value of 
their contributions when they terminate State employment.  Employees may also withdraw contributions prior to 
termination if they meet requirements specified by the applicable plan. 
 
NOTE 6 - POSTEMPLOYMENT AND OTHER EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  
 
Plan Description - In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws and the annual Appropriations Act, the 
State provides post-employment health and dental and long-term disability benefits to retired State and school 
district employees and their covered dependents.  The Campus contributes to the South Carolina Retiree Health 
Insurance Trust Fund (SCRHITF) and the South Carolina Long-Term Disability Insurance Trust Fund 
(SCLTDITF), cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit postemployment healthcare, and long-term disability 
plans administered by the Insurance Benefits Division (IB), a part of the South Carolina Public Employee Benefit 
Authority (PEBA).  Generally, retirees are eligible for the health and dental benefits if they have established at 
least ten years of retirement service credit.  For new hires beginning employment May 2, 2008 and after, retirees 
are eligible for benefits if they have established 25 years of service for 100% employer funding and 15 through 24 
years of service for 50% employer funding.  Benefits become effective when the former employee retires under a 
State retirement system.  Basic Long-Term Disability (BLTD) benefits are provided to active state, public school 
district, and participating local government employees approved for disability. 
 
Funding Policies - Section 1-11-710 of the South Carolina Code of Laws of 1976, as amended, requires these 
postemployment and long-term disability benefits be funded through annual appropriations by the General 
Assembly for active employees to the IB and participating retirees to the PEBA, except for the portion funded 
through the pension surcharge and provided from the other applicable sources of the IB, for its active employees 
who are not funded by State General Fund appropriations.  Employers participating in the Retiree Medical Plan 
are mandated by State statue to contribute at a rate assessed each year by the Office of the State Budget, 5.33% 
of annual covered payroll for 2016 and 5.00% of annual covered payroll for 2015.  The IB sets the employer 
contribution rate based on a pay-as-you-go basis.  The Campus paid approximately $1,080,000 and $1,001,000 
applicable to the surcharge included with the employer contribution for retirement benefits for the fiscal years 
ended June 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively.  BLTD benefits are funded through a person’s premium charged to 
State agencies, public school districts, and other participating local governments. The monthly premium per active 
employee paid to IB was $3.22 for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2016 and 2015. The Campus recorded 
employer contributions expenses applicable to these insurance benefits for active employees in the amount of 
approximately $10,200 and $10,000 for the years ended June 30, 2016 and 2015, respectively. 
 
Effective May 1, 2008 the State established two trust funds through Act 195 for the purpose of funding and 
accounting for the employer costs of retiree health and dental insurance benefits and long-term disability 
insurance benefits. The SCRHITF is primarily funded through the payroll surcharge.  Other sources of funding 
include additional State appropriated dollars, accumulated IB reserves, and income generated from investments. 
The SCLTDITF is primarily funded through investment income and employer contributions. 
 
One may obtain a copy of the complete financial statements for the benefit plans and the trust funds from PEBA 
Retirement Benefits and Insurance Benefits, 202 Arbor Lake Drive, Suite 360, Columbia, SC 29223. 
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NOTE 7 - CONTINGENCIES, LITIGATION, AND PROJECT COMMITMENTS 
 
The Campus is party to various lawsuits arising out of the normal conduct of its operations.  In the opinion of 
Campus management, there are no material claims or lawsuits against the Campus that are not covered by 
insurance or whose settlement would materially affect the Campus’ financial position. 

The Campus participates in certain Federal grant programs. These programs are subject to financial and 
compliance audits by the grantor or its representative.  Such audits could lead to requests for reimbursement to 
the grantor agency for expenditures disallowed under terms of the grant.  Management believes disallowances, if 
any, would not be material. 

The University had outstanding commitments under construction contracts of $506,169 for capital and $76,682 for 
noncapital projects.  The Campus anticipates funding these projects out of current resources, current and future 
bond issues, private gifts, student fees, and state capital improvement bond proceeds.   
 
NOTE 8 - LEASE OBLIGATIONS 
 
The Campus has no noncancelable operating leases having remaining terms of more than one year. In the 
current fiscal year, the Campus incurred expenses of $121,536 for office copier contingent rentals on a 
cost per copy basis. 
 
NOTE 9 - BONDS AND NOTES PAYABLE 
 
Bonds Payable - Bonds payable consisted of the following: 
 

Original Interest Rates Maturity June 30, 2016 Debt Retired in
Debt (Outstanding) Dates Balance Fiscal Year 2016

State Institution Bonds
Series 2006B 6,900,000$       5.25% 04/01/16 -$                          320,000$              
Series 2009B 2,515,000         3% to 5% 04/01/29 1,790,000             105,000                
Series 2011A Refunding 675,000            2.25% to 5% 03/01/22 395,000                60,000                  
Series 2011E 860,000            2.25% to 5% 03/01/31 705,000                35,000                  
Series 2012A Refunding 1,268,000         3% to 5% 04/01/23 770,000                155,000                
Series 2015B Refunding 3,640,000         4% to 5% 04/01/26 3,640,000             -                            

Total State Institution Bonds 7,300,000             675,000                

Revenue Bonds
Series 2006A 13,995,000       4% 06/01/26 -                            9,020,000             
Series 2008A 16,110,000       4% to 5.25% 06/01/38 13,715,000           345,000                
Series 2012 Refunding 2,085,000         3% to 5% 05/01/20 1,240,000             290,000                
Series 2015 7,345,000         4% to 5% 05/01/27 7,345,000             -                            

Total Revenue Bonds 22,300,000           9,655,000             

Subtotal bonds payable 29,600,000           10,330,000           
Plus unamortized bond premiums  2,610,610             79,139                  

Total Bonds Payable 32,210,610$         10,409,139$         
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NOTE 9 - BONDS AND NOTES PAYABLE, Continued 
 
State institution bonds are general obligation bonds of the State backed by the full faith, credit, and taxing power 
of the State. Tuition revenue is pledged up to the amount of the annual debt requirements for the payment of 
principal and interest on state institution bonds. Tuition revenue pledged in fiscal year 2016 was $1,366,544 for 
state institution bonds.   
 
General revenue bonds are payable from a pledge of net revenues derived by the Campus from the operation of 
the facilities constructed with the bond proceeds.  General revenue bonds may also be payable from a pledge of 
additional funds. Additional funds are all available funds and academic fees of the Campus which are not (i) 
otherwise designated or restricted; (ii) funds derived from appropriations; and (iii) tuition funds pledged to the 
repayment of state institution bonds. Pledged net revenues for general revenue bonds in fiscal year 2016 were 
$2,339,677 from sales and services of auxiliary enterprises. 
 
The Campus believes it is in compliance with all related bond covenants of its issued debt.  
 
On September 1, 2015 the Campus issued $7,345,000 in Revenue Refunding bonds to partially refund the Series 
2006A Revenue bonds with a final maturity of June 1, 2026 to be called on June 1, 2016. The refunding 
transaction resulted in a deferred loss on refunding of $241,514, an aggregate debt payment reduction of 
$647,879 over the next 12 years and an economic gain of $627,144.  
 
Subsequent to June 30, 2016, a bond issuance took place that resulted in significant savings to the Campus.  On 
July 1, 2016, the Campus issued $11,600,000 in Higher Education Revenue Refunding.  This transaction resulted 
in a present value savings of $2,500,000 that will be realized in the form of annual cash flow savings ranging from 
$98,000 to $145,000 per year through 2039. 
 
The scheduled maturities of the Campus’ bonds payable by type are as follows: 
 

Principal Interest Total
State Institution Bonds

2017 598,000$              337,021$              935,021$              
2018 619,000                311,421                930,421                
2019 639,000                287,171                926,171                
2020 664,000                256,946                920,946                
2021 695,000                225,921                920,921                
2022-2026 3,295,000             644,186                3,939,186             
2027-2031 790,000                89,269                  879,269                

Total 7,300,000$           2,151,935$           9,451,935$           

Principal Interest Total
Revenue Bonds

2017 655,000$              1,109,544$           1,764,544$           
2018 1,275,000             1,079,744             2,354,744             
2019 1,325,000             1,022,844             2,347,844             
2020 1,385,000             959,744                2,344,744             
2021 1,115,000             890,494                2,005,494             
2022-2026 6,425,000             3,566,319             9,991,319             
2027-2031 4,090,000             2,115,531             6,205,531             
2032-2036 4,080,000             1,176,000             5,256,000             
2037-2038 1,950,000             154,875                2,104,875             

Total 22,300,000$         12,075,095$         34,375,095$         
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NOTE 9 - BONDS AND NOTES PAYABLE, Continued 

Notes Payable - Notes payable consisted of the following: 

Note payable to acquire energy savings equipment and lighting retrofit, dated
December 2008, payable in annual installments of $51,251 subject to amount drawn
at any given time, matures April 2020, fixed interest rate of 3.00%. 190,218$               
The scheduled maturities of the notes payable are as follows: 

 

Principal Interest Total

2017 45,544$                5,707$                  51,251$                
2018 46,910                  4,340                    51,250                  
2019 48,318                  2,933                    51,251                  
2020 49,446                  1,804                    51,250                  

Total 190,218$              14,784$                205,002$              
 

NOTE 10 - LONG-TERM LIABILITIES 

 
Long-term liability activity was as follows: 

 
Due Within Long-Term

June 30, 2015 Additions Reductions June 30, 2016 One Year Portion

Bonds Payable:
State Institution Bonds 7,975,000$       -$                      675,000$          7,300,000$       598,000$          6,702,000$       
Revenue Bonds 24,610,000       7,345,000         9,655,000         22,300,000       655,000            21,645,000       

Subtotal Bonds Payable 32,585,000       7,345,000         10,330,000       29,600,000       1,253,000         28,347,000       
Unamortized Bond Premiums 1,428,326         1,261,423         79,139              2,610,610         139,359            2,471,251         

Total Bonds Payable 34,013,326       8,606,423         10,409,139       32,210,610       1,392,359         30,818,251       

Notes Payable 234,436            -                        44,218              190,218            45,544              144,674            

Total Bonds and Notes Payable 34,247,762$     8,606,423$       10,453,357$     32,400,828$     1,437,903$       30,962,925$     

Accrued Compensated Absences 1,024,000$       898,629$          785,938$          1,136,691$       704,748$          431,943$          
 
Additional information regarding bonds and notes payable is included in Note 9. 
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NOTE 11 – RELATED PARTY 
 
The Aiken County Commission for Higher Education (the Commission) is a separately chartered legal entity which 
does not meet the criteria established by GASB Codification Section 2600, Reporting Entity and Component Unit 
Presentation and Disclosure, to be treated as a component unit of the Campus. While it is not financially 
accountable to the Campus, the Commission exists primarily to provide financial assistance and other support to 
the Campus and the educational programs.  The activities of the Commission are not included in the Campus’ 
financial statements.   
 
The Commission was created under Act 103 of the 1961 Session of the General Assembly of South Carolina. The 
Commission is composed of eight members who are appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of a 
majority of the Aiken County Legislative Delegation. In addition, the Superintendent of Education for Aiken County 
and the Chair of the Aiken Commission for Technical Education are ex-officio members of the Commission.  The 
Commission’s purpose is the establishment and maintenance of an institution of higher education in Aiken County 
and it is empowered to enter into contracts, make binding agreements, negotiate with educators and educational 
institutions and generally, to take such actions in its name necessary to secure  for Aiken County and adjacent 
areas the necessary educational facilities to provide higher education. The Commission receives an annual 
appropriation from Aiken County to accomplish these objectives. During the year ended June 30, 2016, the 
Commission made grants to the Campus totaling $330,000 for campus maintenance and enhancements.  The 
Campus provides accounting and cash management services to the Commission at no charge, including 
management of the operating portion of its cash. The Commission leases its land and buildings to USC Aiken for 
$1 annually.  At June 30, 2016, the Commission had a net position of $1,792,087. 
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NOTE 12- RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
The Campus has a comprehensive risk management program which incorporates the fundamentals of risk 
identification, risk evaluation, risk control, and risk financing alternatives in reducing loss potential.  The Campus 
mitigates the financial consequences of physical, human, and financial loss by purchasing insurance through the 
State Budget and Control Board Office of the Insurance Reserve Fund (IRF).  As needed, the IRF policies are 
supplemented by the purchase of policies through the private insurance market.  Several sections of the South 
Carolina Code of Laws authorize and require the State Budget and Control Board, through the IRF, to provide 
insurance to governmental entities.  These statutes in turn require most state entities to purchase insurance 
through the IRF.  These sections include: 
 
Title 1 - Administration of Government, Section 1-11-140 - 141. Authority to provide tort liability insurance to 
governmental entities, their employees, and charitable medical facilities. 

Title 1 - Administration of Government:  Section 1-11-147.  Automobile Liability Reinsurance. 

Title 10 - Public Buildings and Property:  Section 10-7-10 through 10-7-40. Authority to insure public buildings 
and contents. 

Title 10 - Public Buildings and Property:  Section 10-7-12.  Authority to purchase reinsurance. 

Title 10 - Public Buildings and Property:  Section 10-7-130.  Authority to hold monies paid as premiums for the 
purpose of paying Insured losses. 

Title 11 - Public Finance:  Section 11-9-75.  Debt Collection Procedures. 

Title 15 - Civil Remedies and Procedures:  Section 15-78-10 through 15-78-150.  S.C. Governmental Tort 
Claims Act. Authority to provide liability insurance. 

Title 38 - Insurance:  Section 38-13-190.  Requires South Carolina Insurance Department Audits of Insurance 
Reserve Fund Finance. 

Title 59 - Education:  Section 59-67-710 & 59-67-790.  Authority to insure school buses and pupils transported 
by school bus. 

Title 59 - Education:  Section 59-67-790.  Pupil Injury Fund. 

The IRF functions as a governmental insurance operation with the mission to provide insurance specifically 
designed to meet the needs of governmental entities at the lowest possible cost.  The IRF operates like an 
insurance company, by issuing policies, collecting premiums (based on actuarially calculated rates), and by 
paying claims from the accumulated premiums in accordance with the terms and conditions of the insurance 
policies it has issued.  
 
All premiums received by the IRF are deposited with the Office of the State Treasurer where the funds are 
maintained as the IRF Trust Account. By statutory requirement, these funds are to be used to pay claims and 
operating expenses of the fund. The Office of the State Treasurer is responsible for investing these funds.  The 
costs of settled claims have not exceeded the Campus’ insurance coverage in any of the past three years.  
 
The IRF uses no agents, brokers, or advertising, and does not actively solicit accounts. The lack of a profit motive and 
the lack of acquisition expenses such as agents’ commissions, along with the use of the investment income in rate 
determination allow the IRF to maintain the lowest possible rate structure. Not all governmental entities elect to 
purchase their insurance through the IRF.  The South Carolina Tort Claims Act allows political subdivisions of the 
State access to other mechanisms to meet their insurance needs at their discretion. Some entities participate in other 
self-insurance pools, some purchase commercial insurance, and some elect to self-insure their insurance exposures. 
 
The various types of property insurance policies maintained by the Campus include: Building and Personal 
Property, Inland Marine, Data Processing Equipment, Business Interruption and Builders’ Risk.  Additionally, Risk 
Management maintains a variety of casualty insurance policies including Automobile and Aircraft Property 
Damage and Liability, Directors and Officers Liability, General Tort Liability, Medical Professional Liability, an 
Employee Fidelity Bond, and Student Workers’ Compensation. 
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NOTE 13 - OPERATING EXPENSES BY FUNCTION 
 
Operating expenses by functional classification are summarized as follows: 
 

Salaries Fringe Services and Scholarships
and Wages Benefits Supplies Utilities and Fellowships Depreciation Total

Instruction 12,459,093$      4,222,822$        974,052$           -$                       3$                      -$                       17,655,970$      
Research 244,045             47,089               744,391             -                         19,881               -                         1,055,406          
Public service 1,285,511          369,885             694,567             986                    5,343                 -                         2,356,292          
Academic support 1,826,980          610,990             1,354,576          -                         -                         -                         3,792,546          
Student services 3,075,614          1,029,856          1,780,384          -                         16,425               -                         5,902,279          
Institutional support 2,186,955          739,699             1,290,002          4,571                 10,215               -                         4,231,442          
Operation & plant maintenance 1,049,695          429,991             2,014,936          1,486,916          -                         -                         4,981,538          
Auxiliary enterprises 669,596             196,473             1,887,562          609,810             3,173                 -                         3,366,614          
Scholarships and fellowships 278                    237,626             12,179               -                         1,030,530          -                         1,280,613          
Depreciation -                         -                         -                         -                         -                         3,041,088          3,041,088          

    Total operating expenses 22,797,767$      7,884,431$        10,752,649$      2,102,283$        1,085,570$        3,041,088$        47,663,788$      

 
 
NOTE 14 – ENDOWMENTS AND SIMILAR FUNDS 
 
The Campus’ endowment funds and type consist of the following: 
 

Net Position Classification
True

Endowment
Quasi

Endowment Total   

Restricted - nonexpendable 267,871$              -$                          267,871$              
Restricted - expendable
Unrestricted -                            175,000                175,000                

Total 267,871$              175,000$              442,871$              

Endowment Funds Held by USC Education Foundation 22,096,434$         -$                          22,096,434$         
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2016 2015 2014
Campus' proportion  of the net pension liability 0.1893540% 0.1917783% 0.1917783%

Campus' proportionate share of the net pension liability 35,911,989$      33,019,029$      34,398,183$        

Campus' covered-employee payroll during the measurement period 11,912,659$      11,860,662$      11,544,762$        

Campus' proportionate share of the net pension liability 301.46% 278.39% 297.95%
as a percentage of its covered-employee payroll

Plan fiduciary net position as a percentage of the total 56.99% 59.90% 56.39%
pension liability

2016 2015 2014
Campus' proportion  of the net pension liability 0.025054% 0.024815% 0.024815%

Campus' proportionate share of the net pension liability 546,041$           475,055$           514,397$              

Campus' covered-employee payroll during the measurement period 279,614$           299,281$           344,177$              

Campus' proportionate share of the net pension liability 195.28% 158.73% 149.46%
as a percentage of its covered-employee payroll

Plan fiduciary net position as a percentage of the total 64.57% 67.50% 62.98%
pension liability

PORS

SCRS
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2016 2015 2014
Contractually required contribution 1,818,177$       1,862,312$       1,845,563$       
Contributions made to pension plan 1,818,177         1,862,312         1,845,563         
Contribution deficiency (excess) -$                       -$                       -$                       

Campus' covered employee payroll 11,231,960$     11,912,659$     11,860,662$     
Contributions as a portion of covered employee payroll 16.19% 15.63% 15.56%

2016 2015 2014
Contractually required contribution 49,345$             37,283$             38,322$             
Contributions made to pension plan 49,345               37,283               38,322               
Contribution deficiency (excess) -$                       -$                       -$                       

Campus' covered employee payroll 362,153$          279,614$          299,281$          
Contributions as a portion of covered employee payroll 13.63% 13.33% 12.80%

PORS

SCRS
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Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements 

Performed In Accordance With Government Auditing Standards 
 
 
The Board of Trustees 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States of America, the financial statements of the business-type activities of 
the University of South Carolina - Aiken (the Campus), a campus of the University of South Carolina (the 
University), as of and for the year ended June 30, 2016, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the Campus’ basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated October 
25, 2016.   
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Campus’ internal control over 
financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances 
for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Campus’ internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Campus’ internal control.  
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, 
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal 
control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity's financial statements 
will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough 
to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this section 
and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been 
identified. 
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Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Campus’ financial statements are free from material 
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of 
financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards.   
 

Purpose of this Report 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance and the 
result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control or on 
compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards in considering the entity's internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not 
suitable for any other purpose. 
 
 
 
 
Columbia, South Carolina 
October 25, 2016 
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