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UNIVERSITY OF

South Carolina

Center for Integrative and Experiential Learning

26 September 2025

To: Michael Dickson, chair
Committee on Curricula & Courses
Faculty Senate

From: Sarah Williams, Faculty Executive Director
Center for Integrative and Experiential Learning (CIEL)
Professor of Music History

Re: Graduation with Leadership Distinction pathway name changes

Guided by 12 years of graduation data and in an effort to adapt to the changing needs of
the USC student population, CIEL would like to rename our pathways to Graduation
with Leadership Distinction (GLD).

1) Community Service and Diversity & Social Advocacy will be combined to form
Community Engagement and Social Advocacy

2) Professional and Civic Engagement will be renamed Professional
Engagement.

Rationale:

Recognizing that while the names of GLD pathways hold significant meaning for alumni
who have earned the Distinction, current students have shared the need to “reframe”
some of the pathways to clarify meaning and expectations and continue to attract more
students. This proposed change is also in alignment with other institutional name
changes and priorities, including the Office of Community Engagement.

In sum, the four available pathways for students to Graduation with Leadership
Distinction effective January 1, 2026 will be:

Community Engagement and Social Advocacy
Professional Engagement

Global Learning (no change)

Research (no change)



Starting in Spring 2026, these changes will be visible on CIEL marketing materials,
institutional webpages that reference GLD, including course tags and student attributes
in Banner, as well as students’ transcripts and diplomas at the Columbia and Palmetto
College campuses.
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