USC Faculty Senate Meeting: Special

Session

Meeting Minutes
May 13,2025
Joseph F. Rice School of Law - Judge Karen J. Williams Courtroom Room 103

F. Wayne Outten, Chair, presiding

The meeting was called to order at 15:00 EST by Faculty Senate Chair F. Wayne Outten (Chemistry
and Biochemistry, MCAS).

Single item on the agenda: to consider a motion to rescind the previous action that we took on May

7™ to approve the UNIV 202 and 303 courses. Upon careful review of the meeting, the information put
out at that meeting was incorrect. Both myself and C&C chair fear that may have influence the vote.
The specific issues that led to this were that it was stated that all of UNIV 202 and 303 course
proposals (in the form that they’re currently submitted to C&C) had an associated MOU with an

academic unit.

That is not accurate. There was single MOU from McCausland College of Arts and Sciences (MCAS)
for UNIV 202, but that MOU is actually connected to UNIV 201, which was a pilot run with MCAS

between U101 and MCAS to test the feasibility of these courses. That MOU sunsets on June 1, 2025.

UNIV 303 did not contain and MOU within the academic unit. Letters of acknowledgement from
HRSM and Darla Moore School of Business were submitted indicating they had similar courses on
the books, but didn’t see a problem with U101 creating their own versions of those, but did not want
to be associated with UNIV courses because they already had their own versions of those courses

on the books.



All information—the two proposals—was distributed to senators ahead of time and is now on the
Senate website under the special faculty meeting section. There are also 3 slides posted with a
summary of the issues (posted below in these notes).

Michael Dixon, chair of C&C presented these slides:

Proposed policy presented by InDev at the May 7 Faculty Senate meeting: Courses that are not

offered under an academic unit (for example, INTL or UNIV courses) must be created including a
limited-term Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with an academic college or department that
clearly states that a partnering academic unit has an oversight role regarding instructor selection,
faculty appointments, and course content. The MOU shall define the roles and responsibilities of
both units, establish processes for content development and review which incorporate oversight
from the academic unit, and specify both the duration and the renewal procedures for the
partnership. If a MOU is not renewed, is cancelled, or otherwise becomes defunct, the associated
course can no longer be offered until and unless a new MOU is established. When an MOU is added,
revised, renewed, cancelled, or expires, a course change proposal must be submitted at that time.
Additionally, any special topics courses offered by a non-academic unit must have individual
sections submitted to the Committee on Curricula and Courses of the Faculty Senate for review and

approval.

Terms of oversight in the existing Memorandum of Understanding with MCAS:

¢ provide a CAS representative to serve on the U201 curriculum development committee (Director of
Experiential Learning Ashley Byrd-White)

¢ select the pilot instructors, in consultation with UlOl Programs, giving priority to candidates who
have an academic and/or career background in the arts and sciences in addition to meeting U101
Programs' training requirement

¢ teach the courses in alighment with the U201 learning outcomes and goals

¢ develop specific course content and activities tailored to arts and sciences majors for use in the
pilot CAS 201 sections

¢ facilitate a community of practice for CAS 201 instructors, led by Ashley Byrd-White

Deficits in the existing MOU:

® expires on June 1, 2025

e scope is limited to the Spring 2025 semester



* scopeis limited to “4-5 sections of U201” —i.e., neither UNIV 202 nor 303 are covered by the existing
MOU

QUESTIONS:

Marco Valtorta, Molinaroli College of Engineering and Computing: | will vote to rescind this
approval. | thinkit would be best for C&C to wait untilthe proposed policy is formally approved before
accepting a course like this.

Michael Dixon: The only thing we can do in this special meeting is to move to rescind prior approval
and then we would vote on that. C&C will not do anything with this over the summer, so if you want
in the August/September meeting, you can move to make a separate motion that C&C not consider

proposals until there is a policy in place.

Kirk Randazzo, Political Science: | move to rescind the prior approval because it seems that the
MOUs that were in place are no longer in place. Therefore, the previous approval was premature. |
therefore move to rescind.

Rebecca Stern, English: Second

Wayne Outten: Now we open the floor for discussion of the motion. Seeing non, called for a counted
vote (raise of hands). The aye vote would be to rescind the prior approval passed on May 7" of these

two courses. A Nay vote would be to keep the prior approval in place.

Unanimous vote to rescind the prior approval passed on May 7.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 15:15 EST.

Submitted by:
Sarah A. Rogers, Faculty Senate Secretary

August 24, 2025



