
Reiko Yamada 
Doshisha University (Japan) 

 

Reiko Yamada, Ph.D., is the director of the Center for Higher Education and Student 

Research at Doshisha University (DU) in Kyoto, Japan. Dr. Yamada has long been 

interested in comparative higher education policy in Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) countries. More recently, she conducted the 

quantitative study for student development and is engaged in comparative student 

research between Japan, Korea, and the United States. Additionally, Yamada was the 

first president of the Japan Association of the First-Year Experience. 

 

Previously, Yamada was a professor and former dean of the Faculty of Social Studies in 

the Department of Education and Culture as well as the director of the Center for 

Higher Education and Student Research, both at DU. Yamada has also served as 

Director of the Center for Learning Support and Faculty Development and as Assistant 

Academic Provost at Doshisha and on the committee of the Central Council for 

Education in Japan. 

 

Yamada has published extensively on student success and higher education policy, 

including on topics such as active learning, articulation from high school to college, 

international comparative education, measuring student learning outcomes, and 

productivity in higher education. Her most recent English publications include: 

“Generic Skills of Economics and Educational Science Students-Insights from a 

German-Japanese Study” (2020); “New Directions of STEM Research and Learning in 

the World Ranking Movement: A Comparative Perspective” (2018); “Impact of Higher 

Education Policy on Private Universities in Japan: Emergence of Inequality Issue of 

Educational Opportunities in Japan: An Analysis of Factors to Determine 

Opportunities for Higher Education” (2018). 

 

Dr. Yamada earned her bachelor’s from Doshisha University and her master’s in 

education from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). She completed her 

doctorate in education, also from UCLA. 

 


