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UNIVERSITY OF

South Erolina

Office of the Provost

PROVOST RESEARCH COMPETITION
GRANT PROGRAM 2025-2026

Application Period: 9 a.m., November 14 until 5 p.m., November 21, 2025
Award Announcement Date: March 1, 2026
PURPOSE

The Provost Research Competition supports the type of scholarly and creative activities
for which faculty were hired, for which they will receive tenure or promotion, and by
which they further new developments in their fields.

The aim of this competition is to offer support in three key areas: faculty who are
actively applying for external funding, faculty working toward applying for such funding,
and those with ambitious projects, such as major monographs, research, or creative
projects, that will have a major impact on the applicant’s field of research.

TRACK 1: BRIDGE FUNDING

The Office of the Provost will provide bridge funding as a form of “insurance” for
competitively selected proposals from faculty who apply for, but do not receive
external grant support. We will provide $50,000 to be used by the faculty member to
strengthen the proposal for resubmission.

To be eligible for consideration, faculty must have:
e Submitted an external proposal on or after August 16, 2025, but not yet received
notification of the outcome, or
¢ Plan to submit the external proposal which will receive the notification of the
outcome before August 1, 2026.

Funding will not be released for proposals awarded bridge funding by the Provost until
proof of submission to the external funding (via a proposal submitted through USCeRA)
is provided as well as notification that the proposal was not funded.

Bridge funding proposals will be accepted in all disciplines. In other words, this track
welcomes proposals for all types of external research, scholarship, or creative projects
or major fellowships (e.g., ACLS, Guggenheim, etc.). Insurance proposals for external
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funding must be aligned with the priorities of the funding sources.

This funding, which can be combined with departmental or college resources, will allow
the researcher/scholar to continue to work on the project, taking into account the
feedback received through the external review process. If the proposal is selected for
funding, and the faculty member can provide the required proof of submission and
notification, the funding will be released as soon as possible to the appropriate
departmental account after the March 1, 2026, announcement date.

TRACK 2: SEED FUNDING

The Office of the Provost will provide $20,000 in seed funding for competitively selected
proposals for research, scholarship or creative activity that clearly are targeted to
supporting an eventual proposal for external funding.

Applicants must provide a description, plan, and timeline for their work, and identify the
agencies, foundations, or fellowships to which they intend to apply at the completion of
the proposed work. Proposals for seed funding must be aligned with the priorities of the
future external funding sources.

Funding for successful proposals will be released to the department of the P.l. by May
15, 2026.

TRACK 3: PROJECT FUNDING IN ARTS, HUMANITIES, AND
SOCIAL SCIENCE

The Office of the Provost will offer $50,000 for ambitious projects that will have a major
impact on the applicant’s field of research. This track includes research monographs
and major artistic and creative projects.

Funding for successful proposals will be released to the department by May 15, 2026.

ELIGIBILITY

Eligible applicants include USC faculty (tenured, tenure-track, and professional track)
working at USC Columbia or Palmetto College campuses as well as the Schools of
Medicine Columbia and Greenville.
e This includes professional-track faculty who have 30% or more time for research
in their contracts.
e Faculty at all career stages are eligible to apply.

Applicants may only submit one proposal to this competition.
e Proposals may include multiple investigators, but one investigator must be
designated as the project lead.
e Faculty may not apply to other major internal research competitions during AY
2025-2026 (e.g., ASPIRE, RISE).
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FUNDS AVAILABLE AND PROJECT PERIOD

Provost grants are block grants; that is, the proposals do not need to specify exactly
how the grantee expects to spend the funds. The award letter will state, however, that
funds must be spent in accordance with state regulations and the approval of the chair,
director, or dean.

REVIEW PROCESS AND CRITERIA

Applications that are complete, responsive, and submitted by the deadline will be
evaluated by a review panel. Reviewers will prioritize their recommendations based on
the quality of the proposals in accordance with the review criteria below.

Research Merit:
e Does the proposal provide a compelling argument for the funding?
e Does the proposed project represent a significant contribution to the
investigator's field of study? If so, how?

Nature of Proposal:
e Does the proposal provide a clear statement of overall project objectives?
e Are the proposed methodologies appropriate and accurate?
e |Is the text clearly comprehensible to other academic scholars, some of whom
may not be experts in the applicant’s field of study?

Leverage:
e For applications in Track 1 and Track 2, does the proposal significantly improve
chances for funding from existing or new sources?
e For all tracks, does the project contribute to the reputational prestige and
academic excellence of the university?

Recommendations will be reviewed by the Provost, who will make final funding
decisions. If you have questions, please email provost@sc.edu.
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE AND PROPOSAL PREPARATION

Proposal requirements for all three tracks:
1. Use 11-point standard font (such as Aptos, Calibri, Arial, Times New Roman,
etc.), single spaced, and 0.5-inch margins.

2. Include a cover page with:
a. Descriptive title of project
b. Name of lead investigator and home unit/department
c. Names and units of co-Pls
d. A brief summary of the proposed work
e. The selected track (Track 1: Bridge Funding, Track 2: Seed Funding, or

Track 3: Major Project)

Proposal Guidelines for Track 1 and Track 2:

a. Maximum of five pages

b. A brief discussion of the background and significance of the proposed
project

c. A detailed narrative of the project that includes the objectives, significance
of the research, the research task and expected accomplishments during
the course of the project, the specific outcomes of the project, and a
timeline.

d. Current and pending support form (at the end of this packet)

Proposal Guidelines for Track 3:

1. Book Proposal
Your proposal for a research monograph should provide a clear and detailed idea
of what your book is about, its contributions to the field, and its intended
audience in a maximum of 10 pages. Textbooks and edited volumes will not be
considered.

Must include:

a. A narrative description of the proposed book’s themes, arguments, goals,
and place in the literature. What problem are you solving? What story are
you telling?

b. A comparison of the proposed book to existing books for a similar
audience of scholars. A specialized monograph should be compared to
other monographs, for example. How is your book different? How will it
impact the field?

c. A summary of your professional experience, past publications, and
relevant research. Why are you the right author for the book you intend to
write?

d. A table of contents and a short summary of each chapter.

e. A note on how much of the manuscript is already drafted, and what you
expect to complete in the time period of the grant.
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2. Digital Humanities (DH) Project
These projects use computational methods and digital tools to answer questions
in humanities and human science disciplines. A DH project proposal should
provide a clear and detailed idea of what your project will be about and who it is
for in a maximum of 10 pages.

Must include:
a. The sources of the data.

b. The technique used to analyze them (e.g., text analysis, visualization,

GIS, etc.).

The plan for the dissemination of the findings

A plan for the preservation and sustainability of the data and tools.

e. An estimate of the amount of work you expect to complete during the time
period of the grant.

o o

3. Creative projects (2D or 3D visual arts, media, dance, theatre, music or
creative writing)
An artistic project proposal should provide a clear and detailed idea of your
project in a maximum of 10 pages.

a. Describe the project concept, the medium, and the materials.

b. Discuss the timeframe for completion of the work.

c. Describe the approach you will take.

d. What is the significance of the project? Essentially, why others are going
to be interested in this work, and why the deciding body should support
you in your application.

e. Include an estimate of the amount of work you expect to complete during
the time period of the grant.

f. Feel free to submit forms of media to support your proposal (e.g. photos,
short videos, etc.). These are not included in the page limit.

SUBMISSION

Combine all of the above documents into a single PDF (bookmarked) and submit them
online. Proposals for Tracks 1 and 2 must include the current and pending support form
for all researchers listed in the project.
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