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Good morning! Before I begin this presentation, I’d like to introduce my colleague(s) from the University of South Carolina who is (are) here with us today: __________________________________________________________________________.   Counselors, thank you for joining us this morning, more importantly, for all you do each and every day to help your students realize their college dreams. And thank you for sending some of them to the University of South Carolina! : )Today I’m going to focus on what’s new at Carolina and what this year’s fall class looks like. 



8,708 New Students 

5,869 Freshmen

417 Gamecock Gateway

1,543 Transfers

344 System Transfers

535 Non-Degree

CAROLINA COMMUNITY
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This fall, we welcomed more than 8,700 new students to our campus. Beyonce and Jay-Z weren’t among them, but they were on campus, in our very own Williams Brice Stadium on what was originally scheduled to be move-in day. Students moved in the day before so they were here just in time for the event. We have just under 5,870 freshmen and about 400 Gamecock Gateway students. Additionally, transfer students, USC system transfers and non-degree students make up 28% of our new student population.This class is among the most diverse and most academically talented we have ever had.



Cohort Applied Enrolled SAT Avg. ACT Avg. WCGPA

All Freshmen 30,886 5,869 1276 27.8 4.12

Honors College 4,550 567 1492 32.9 4.71

Capstone Scholars NA 1,368 1364 30.1 4.39

FRESHMAN PROFILE
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Here’s a look at this year’s profile. For the first time in the University’s history, we surpassed 30,000 freshmen applications, a 20% increase over last year.  Since we had a 15% increase in freshman enrollment last year, this year, our goal was to maintain the freshman class size. The application growth held true for our high-ability populations as well. We saw a 30% increase in Honors College applications (and learned that students like to wait until the last minute since half of those were submitted the day before the deadline). Due to our substantial application growth, we increased our number of Capstone Scholars by more than 250 students. The Honors College is becoming more competitive each year. Even with the application growth, we did maintain the size of our Honors College since our goal is keep the freshman honors cohort no more than 10% of the freshman class.  The overall freshman class average climbed to a record 1276 - a one-year 21 point increase! The Honors College and Capstone also had increases in both SAT and ACT. It’s important to mention that our overall growth and profile increases are not our only accomplishments. 



5,104 South Carolinians

59% In-State Students

22% Underrepresented

1,672 First Generation

$4.7M in Pell Grants

163 Gamecock Guarantee 

2,164 Life Scholars

692 Palmetto Fellows

NEW STUDENT FACTS
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 Fifty-nine percent (59%) of our new students are from South Carolina. And, we are especially proud of the fact that we enrolled more South Carolinians in our freshman class than ever before. This year, nearly 3,000 students from South Carolina are in the freshman class, which is a 6% increase from last year and a 27% increase from 2016.  African American freshmen enrollment increased by 16% over last year, for an increase of more than 43% in two years.  We’ve been named a Higher Education Excellence in Diversity (HEED) school by Insight Into Diversity magazine six years in a row. In fact, we have earned this highly coveted award every year since the program’s inception in 2012. The HEED award measure’s a college’s commitment to diversity and inclusion on campus. Nineteen percent (19%) of our new students are first generation college students and we awarded 4.7 million dollars in Pell Grants to new students this fall. 



STUDENT SUPPORT

17:1 Student-Faculty Ratio

83% of classes have 50 or 

fewer students

1 of 32 public universities to 

receive the Carnegie 

Foundation’s “Highest 

Research Activity” and 

“Community Engagement” 

classifications. 
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The University of South Carolina surrounds students with the support they need. Their safety and well-being matter as much as their academic success. We’ve hired more faculty so we can maintain our low 17:1 faculty-to-student ratio.  Our Living and Learning Communities are meant to provide students with a safe, inclusive and exploratory environment. LGBTQ+ Peer Mentoring Program, Multicultural Assistance Peer Program and Safe Zone Ally Program are all student leadership and mentoring programs that offer support and help create a more inclusive campus environment. We are proud to be named by University Business Magazine as one of only 10 universities that "Model Excellence" and is a place where "student success initiatives are making a difference."



STUDENT HEALTH CENTER
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USC was one of seven schools nationally to receive the 2018 Active Minds Healthy Campus Award, recognizing institutions that demonstrate excellence in prioritizing and promoting health and well-being of their students.  Our new Center for Health and Well-Being is a testament to that commitment.  The 70,000 square-foot facility opened last year and provides comprehensive health care on campus. They have a holistic, patient-centered approach to health and wellness through comprehensive primary care, disease prevention, wellness programs, counseling and psychiatry, and sexual assault and interpersonal violence prevention and advocacy services. The facility itself houses a radiology unit, vision center, full-size rehabilitation gym, laboratories, a pharmacy and a demonstration kitchen to learn healthy cooking habits.  The student health fee, which is paid through tuition, covers many of the services. Those that are not covered are a reduced cost to students. Aside from keeping our students healthy this is also an on-campus learning laboratory for our students who are interested in the healthcare industry. 



BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

PRE-NURSING

BUSINESS UNDECLARED

UNDECLARED

PRE-INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

SPORT & ENTERTAINMENT 
MANAGEMENT

EXERCISE SCIENCE

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

PSYCHOLOGY

FINANCE

TOP FRESHMAN MAJORS
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We continue to see student interest in healthcare professions. Once again, biological sciences and nursing are our top two majors for freshman and exercise science and psychology are in the top ten. Not surprisingly, several of our business are in the top ten. We always see undeclared students at the top of the list and that’s okay. We have a relatively new Advising Center to help students navigate their major exploration.  Sport and Entertainment Management, which is in our College of Hospitality, Retail and Sport Management, is in the top 10 again this year. This year we will also offer an Undeclared option for students who may have an interest in the Hospitality, Retail or Sport Management field, but aren’t exactly sure of the specific major. They can select this undeclared option on the application, take some introductory classes and work with advisors in HRSM to help decide on the best path for them. We also continue to see more and more interest in engineering fields. 



• Structural Health Monitoring

• Novel Materials Development

• Future Fuels

• Flight Mechanics

• Composite Structure Design and 

Manufacturing

• Energy, Power and Propulsion

• Condition-Based Maintenance

• Aerodynamics and Aerospace Systems

• Thermo-Fluids

AEROSPACE ENGINEERING
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Due to the increasing interest, this fall will mark the first year we are offering a bachelor’s degree in Aerospace Engineering, building on our already existing masters-level programs and undergraduate minor. This program is the only one of its kind in South Carolina. We felt this was an important major to add since there is an 11% average annual employee growth rate for the aerospace industry in South Carolina and more than 100,000 total jobs supported by the aerospace cluster in South Carolina.  



NURSING      • INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS      • PHARMACY
(Honors only)    (Honors only)    

All progression requirements must be met to maintain direct admission

DIRECT ADMIT OPTIONS
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We continue to have direct admit opportunities for Honors College admits who are majoring in  International Business and Nursing. Honors students who apply for one of these programs are guaranteed admission to International Business and the Upper Division of Nursing provided they maintain all progression requirements. The Gamecock Pharmacy Assurance Program, unveiled last November, provides assured acceptance into USC’s Doctor of Pharmacy program. This is an opportunity to apply to pharmacy school earlier than ever AND receive an up-front assurance of admission to the USC College of Pharmacy before their freshman year begins. Eligible admitted freshmen are invited to apply in the spring and must participate in a brief on-campus interview to be considered. Students must meet maintenance requirements to retain guaranteed Pharm.D. admission status and other program benefits



APPLICATIONS
• Students may apply from the admissions home 

page or the Coalition application
• Students must list two majors on the application
• Honors College application is separate
• Honors applicants must first apply for general 

admission 

SELF-REPORTED TRANSCRIPTS
• Students may upload an unofficial transcript to 

the application
• Official is only necessary in initial evaluation if 

requested by USC

SELF-REPORTED TEST SCORES
• Students may self-report scores on application
• Official scores required by June 1

FEE WAIVERS
• College Board, ACT, NACAC, TRIO  and Coalition 

fee waivers accepted

APPLYING TO USC
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We do have a couple of updates regarding our application process. We are still accepting either the Coalition application or the USC application.  For Fall 2018, 20% of our applicants applied using the Coalition application.  Students are still required to list two majors on the application. If we cannot admit them to their their first choice, we will automatically consider them for the second choice major. Like last year, those who are interested in applying for the Honors College must first submit a general USC application. We will then send an email about post the Honors College application on the student’s admissions portal, if we think they will be competitive for Honors. We recommend they apply for general admission by our October 15 Early Answer deadline, so they have a month to complete the Honors College application by November 15.  We believe it’s important to remove as many barriers as possible in the college application process for low income students. Therefore, we will now allow students to self-report their test scores when they are applying for admission. We will use self-reported scores in the admission, honors college admission and USC scholarship awarding process. Students will type their scores into the application and if they have updated scores after they have applied, they can log in to their admissions portal to submit updated scores. Students have until February 1 to self-report scores. We are no longer requiring students to send official score reports for every test. We will only need them to send the official score report for the highest score we used in the admission process. We will notify students as to which report they need to send post-admission.     In terms of Fee Waivers. We still accept the ACT, College Board, NACAC and Coalition Fee Waivers. We have also started to waive the application fee for students who participate in a TRIO program such as Upward Bound. 



REQUIRED COURSES

English: 4 units

Mathematics: 4 units

Laboratory Science: 3 units

Social Studies: 3 units

Foreign Language: 2 units

Fine Arts: 1 unit

Academic Elective: 2 units
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As most of you know, CHE did change the required courses for college admission. The changes impact the lab science requirement, history requirement and the academic electives. Most notably earth sciences are now an approved lab science, in addition to biology, chemistry and physics. Government and Economics are now required, and there is an additional academic elective requirement. If you have any concerns about your high school curriculum not meeting these new requirements, please talk to me afterward. 



October 15 Early Answer Application (nonbinding)

November 15 Honors College & Top Scholars Application

December 1 Regular Application

February 1 Credentials (including self-reported scores)

May 1 Enrollment Deposit

June 1 Official SAT/ACT Score(s)

Upon Graduation Send Official Final High School Transcript

FRESHMAN DEADLINES
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All deadlines remain the same, but you’ll see a new one. Admitted students who intend to enroll next fall must submit official test scores for the test on which the decision was made. If the ACT Composite was the highest score, then the student must send that score. If the SAT was the highest score, then the student will need to send either one or two official score reports depending on superscoring. As I mentioned previously, we will communicate with the student as to which score(s) need to be sent. For the Early Answer deadline, we will use self-reported scores from the October tests but students must self-report those scores as soon as they receive them. December is still the last tests that can be used in time to meet the February 1 credentials deadline.  



Early Answer
Mid-December

Honors First Round
Mid-December

Honors Final Round
Late February

General University Scholarship
Early March

Regular Notifications

Mid-March

NOTIFICATION TIMELINE
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Notifications timelines remain the same too, though you have probably realized by now that students will hear BY these dates, not necessarily ON these dates. Historically, we have released decisions in waves prior to the stated notification timeline. 
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Presentation Notes
From academics to student life, USC offers great value for its students. In your counselor handbook, we spell out estimated annual tuition and expenses item by item. Keep in mind,  very few students pay full tuition.  In fact, more than one-third of our freshmen receive a merit-based scholarship from USC every year. (In Charlotte, Aiken, and Columbia, mention “And nonresidents who receive USC merit scholarships also receive generous reductions in their tuition.”)All Palmetto Fellows who choose to attend USC are guaranteed at least a Dean’s level scholarship and will be able to join our invitation-only Capstone Scholars Program if they are not in the Honors College. And each year, we invite more than 100 low-income, first generation students from South Carolina to join the Gamecock Guarantee program. Since the program’s inception 9 years ago, we’ve covered the cost of tuition and fees for more than 1000 students whose annual family income averages less than $18,000. Again, for all the latest news and details about USC scholarships, grants and financial aid, please refer to your counselor handbook. We’ve  consistently been recognized as a best value institution by organizations such as Kiplingers, US News and Forbes. Speaking of scholarships, you may notice some changes this year… not in the amount of the scholarships, but in their names. You can also find those details in the counselor handbook. 



ADMISSIONS
sc.edu/admissions
admissions-ugrad@sc.edu

SCHEDULE A TOUR
sc.edu/visit

CONNECT

UofSCAdmissions

UofSCAdmissions

UofSCAdmissions

UofSCOfficial

CONTACT US
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If it’s been a while since you’ve visited USC’s campus, or if you’ve never been, we hope you’ll come see us and learn all about what it means these days to be a Gamecock at our ever-evolving and expanding institution. Just call our Visitor Center at 800-922-9755 to schedule a visit designed just for school counselors.  We’re always happy to answer your questions, and we look forward to working with you again this year. Thank you very much for your time and attention, and now it’s my pleasure to turn the floor over to ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:admissions-ugrad@sc.edu
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