
Office of Undergraduate Research (OUR) 
Guide to OUR Resources for Students 
 
Why engage in undergraduate research?   

• Research is a High Impact Practice which helps students develop career 
competencies such as analytical thinking, teamwork, communication skills – 
valuable experience for the workforce as well as graduate programs   

• Research often clarifies course of study and career interests and brings students 
into the research community at USC for enhanced mentoring and guidance.   

  

Which majors engage in research?   
• Students from all colleges, disciplines, and majors can do research with a faculty 

mentor.  
 

When can students get started?   
• Students can start research as early as their first semester on campus (freshmen or 

transfers).  
 

What does the Office of Undergraduate Research do?   
• Help students connect with a mentor   
• Provide professional development workshops   
• Offer competitive grant funding to pay for their time in research with a faculty 

mentor  
• Sponsor presentation opportunities for students to share their research experiences 

and network with others   
  
How can interested students learn more?   

• Visit our website:     sc.edu/our  
• Attend a Getting Started in Research Workshop –offered almost every week during 

fall and spring semesters 
Schedule a one on one OUR Research Consultation on EAB for students who: 
o cannot attend the Getting Started workshops due to class conflict   
o want to know which grants they are eligible to apply for   
o have questions not addressed by Getting Started Workshops    

  

  

https://www.sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/undergraduate_research/get-started/getting-started-workshops/index.php


How to schedule OUR research consultations through EAB Navigate   
Log in to your EAB Navigate Account 

1. Click on Make an Appointment   
2. Click on New Appointment            
3. Click on Involvement and Engagement Service  
4. Click on Undergraduate Research Appointment   

For students already engaged in undergraduate research:    
Students should register their project in the Research Registry each semester that they are engaged. This 
is important data for university leadership in understanding who is engaging in undergraduate research 
and in which colleges and majors.  

OUR Professional Development Workshops  
 The OUR offers professional development workshops specifically related to student researchers.   

OUR Grants for Undergraduate Research  
• Funding for students engaged in undergraduate research with a faculty mentor   
• Most grants do not have a GPA requirement   
• Grants are available for students new to research as well as those who are highly experienced, the 

OUR can help students determine which grants is appropriate for them  
      

Beginner Grants  
Journey Grant for Early Researchers: Grants up to $1,000 for student salary open to Columbia campus 
students in their first or second year or transfer students with limited or no research experience. Offered 
in early fall semester with required attendance at three workshops. Grant also includes a $500 
supplement to the faculty mentor in recognition of their mentorship.  
 
Intermediate Grants  
Campus Partner Grant: Grants up to $1,500 salary open to Columbia students affiliated with a partner 
Living-Learning Community. Deadlines in October and in March   
TRIO Research Engagement Grant: Grants up to $1,000 for student salary, materials, or research travel 
open to students at any USC campus who have completed the TRIO McNair Scholar Program. Deadlines 
in October and in March     
Mini-Grant: Grant: up to $1,500 for student salary, materials, or research travel open to students at any 
USC campus. Deadlines in October and in March     
 
Advanced Grants  
Magellan Scholar Grant: Grants up to $2,500 for student salary, materials, or research travel open to 
students with a minimum institutional GPA of 3.2.  Deadlines in October and in February 
 
Grant open to all student researchers 
Conference Presentation Grant: Grants up to $500 for costs associated with research presentations at 
professional conferences open to students at any USC Campus during four application windows 
throughout the calendar year. 

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/undergraduate_research/get-started/register_your_project/
https://www.sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/undergraduate_research/student-resources/professional_development_workshops/index.php
https://www.sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/undergraduate_research/funding_opportunities/index.php
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