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The freedom of 
freshman and 

sophomore year is 
quickly halted by the 
pressure of enrolling in 
an advanced placement 
class. We are constantly 
being force-fed this idea 
that taking an AP class 
is putting us ahead of 
the game. You heard it 
in all of your classes — 
“this is preparing you 
for college and the real 
world.” However, tak-
i n g 

a n A P 
class might not be all 
that it is cracked up to 
be. 

We all know the 
real reason we do it. 
Spending countless 
hours each week with 
books, highlighters and 
notes sprawled across 
our bed is definitely not 
for nothing. I must say, 
10 extra points on your 
grade is quite the bribe 
for selling your soul to 
an AP course. Not to 
mention, you receive 
half of a college credit 
for passing the exam. 
You would be insane 
to pass that up. 

There must be a 
catch though, obvi-
ously. I mean, they 
are not going to fry 
our brains and give 
us carpal tunnel 
w i t h o u t 

us giving something in 
return. It would be rude 
of us to not repay Col-
lege Board for their gra-
cious gestures.

Now here is where 
they get us. Those 10 
points I mentioned, 
yeah you only get those 

Advanced Placement classes:
AP courses lead college-
bound students to success

if you take the exam. 
No big deal. Nothing 
out of the ordinary, 
everyone takes a final. 
Wrong. Those 10 points 
are essentially costing 
students around $90. 
That price also changes 
depending on the exam 
you are taking. So be 
ready to fork up some 
cash if you want to keep 
that GPA pristine.

Okay, so an extra 10 
points for $90, maybe it 
is worth it. Well, what if 
I told you that even 

i f 

you do pass 
the exam 
with a qual-
ifying score 
(3-5 on a 
five point 
scale), de-
p e n d i n g 
on the 

s c h o o l 
you go to, little to none 
of your “college cred-
its” will actually carry 
through to the universi-
ty of your choice. Pretty 
messed up, right?

Along with a hefty 
fee and the unpredict-
ability of if it will even 
be worth it or not, those 
classes are hard as hell. 
Now, granted we did 
sign up for the course, 
but what we did not 
sign up for is pulling 

all-nighters 
e v -

ery night. We were also 
not aware that some of 
these lessons were go-
ing to have to be self 
taught. 

Time management is 
something that it seems 
like a lot of AP teachers 
do not have and beware 

because it falls back on 
us. Due to their inability 
to cover course material 
in the time allotted for 
that unit, you are going 
to need to prepare your-
self to learn some of the 
lessons on your own 
and it might be handy 
to be able to squeeze a 
week's worth of home-
work and studying into 
a few short hours.

As you can proba-
bly tell by now, taking 
an advanced placement 
class can be quite the 
task. It can take a toll 
on your social life and 
make you feel dumb-
er than ever before at 
some times. Nothing 
feels worse than when 
the rest of the class un-
derstands something 
that you don't. Trust 
me, that will happen, it 
happens to everyone. 
So when it happens to 

you, do not to 
be ashamed of 
that quiz or test 
you just failed 

or the homework that 
you could not turn in 
because it is soaked in 
your tears.

I know, there are 
probably some of you 
reading this thinking 
that AP classes are not 
even that bad and that 
there is no way anyone 
could talk you out of it. 
I commend those peo-
ple. Congratulations 
on your superior brain 
power. 

However, for the 
rest of us who face the 
pressure from teach-
ers, parents and upper 
class AP students, I am 
giving you a warning. 
Taking an AP class is 
a commitment, so pro-
ceed with caution.

Students must realize AP 
courses equal commitment

Zane White
Reporter

Alex Myers
Reporter

Advanced Place-
ment programs 

have become a common 
aspect of high school 
life, and students often 
wonder if it is worth 
it to partake in such a 
challenge. 

The answer lies with 
the reason for these 
programs existing 
in the first place. AP 
courses were created 
to benefit prospective 
students seeking to 
create numerous op-
portunities for their fu-
ture, and that is exactly 
what will be discussed 
here. From preparation 
to finances, AP courses 
should, by all means, be 
taken by every student 
that wishes to enhance 
their education.

Our entire high 
school career is spent 
learning the tools need-
ed to help us get into 
college, however, mere-
ly acquiring the knowl-
edge to be accepted will 
not prepare any stu-
dent for the work-
load and complete 
schooling dynamic 
changes ahead. The 
work load increases, 
there are no person-
al relationships with 
professors and above 
all, the students are 
tasked with being more 
self-sufficient than ever 
before. AP courses al-
low us to experience the 
kind of material we will 
be dealing with in col-
lege, from the difficul-
ty of this material and 
the speed at which said 
material is covered dif-
fers greatly from a nor-
mal high school course. 
This prepares students 
by helping them grow 
accustomed to what 
they will face once they 
graduate, and other 
courses simply cannot 
match the value of an 
AP program. Much like 
testing the water before 
jumping in, this sam-

pling allows for a grad-
ual easing into college 
life, which helps the 
student easily cope with 
everything that they are 
presented with. 

College prepara-
tion comes at a cost, 
as does anything good 
in this world. AP pro-
grams are inherently 
more difficult for obvi-
ous reasons, but even 
though this may insight 
worries and doubts into 
some students, AP pro-
vides a means to safe-
guard against drops on 
the GPA scale. If a stu-
dent chooses to partake 
in the AP exam at the 
end of the 

course 
then they will 
be awarded 10 
extra points on 
their courses 
final average. 
This can be an 
even greater 
aspect to any 
student who 

puts forth 
t h e 
e f for t 

to do well 
in the class 

by escalat-
ing their grade above 
a 100. Having a high 
GPA is crucial to many 
scholarship and hon-
or programs that sec-
ondary schools offer. 
Honor college students 
typically have prior-
ity in better housing, 
while also receiving 
many other opportu-

nities such as smaller 
class sizes and access 
to honor college-exclu-
sive areas on campuses. 
Auburn University, for 
example, has an apart-
ment-style residence 
hall where a honor-col-
lege member receives 

priority consideration 
when applying. Many 
of these programs re-
quire a minimum GPA 
of around 3.8, and this 
is where AP courses can 
help a great deal. 

Taking an AP course 
is not only a wise in-
vestment in your fu-
ture, but also in your 
wallet. Passing an AP 
test will give the stu-
dent credit for the 
corresponding 
college course. 
By already accu-
mulating credit 
in these cours-
es you can 

d r a s -
tically decrease 
the cost or pos-
sibly negate it 
altogether if your 
test scores are 
high enough. For 
example, a course 
at the Universi-
ty of Chicago on 
average will cost 
$4,489. A $92 
test fee does not 
seem so large 
now does it? For 
only a fraction of 
the cost any stu-
dent could save 
thousands! With 
a return invest-
ment of over 50 
times what you 
put in, it would 
be a negligent 
decision to not 
take advantage 
of these oppor-

tunities. Multiply that 
by numerous AP cours-
es and anyone could 
save a ton. 

Take the course, yes 
it will be hard, but it 
will in turn make every-
thing else much easier. 

View
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“If you make a 
qualifying score on 
the exam, it saves a 

lot of money.”
-- junior Riley 

Arnold

“I think AP courses 
are worth it for 

those looking to go 
to college and for 
those looking to 

get ahead in their 
studies in college.”
--senior Austin Fox
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“The level of 
preparation and the 
potential amount of 
money you can save 

when you go to college 
is tremendous.”

-- senior My Tien Chau

Where do you 
find the value 
in AP courses?

So Trump actually 
did it, huh?

Yep.
At least we can 
always visit!

Doesn’t that ruin the 
point of the wall? 

Get off of 
the wall!

There is no point. 
We have planes.
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