
 

Southern Jail Inventory 
2021 Report 

 

The following report shows characteristics of local 
jail populations, staff, budgets and programming 
in Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina for 
2020. The data were collected through surveys 
administered to jail leaders and administrators. 
There were 28 responses received. 

 
 

THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF NEW ADMISSIONS DURING 
2020 WAS 3,326. 

25% OF JAILS ADMITTED 613 PEOPLE OR LESS 
DURING THE YEAR.

 

 

AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION: 261 INDIVIDUALS 
 

HALF OF JAILS HELD AN AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION OF 132 INDIVIDUALS OR LESS 
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Jail leaders reported an average of 263 confined 
individuals and an average of 28 non-confined 

individuals in their facilities at the end of the year. 
 

 

 

During 2020, an average of 16 detention 
officers separated from employment, per jail. 
Thirteen new detention officers were hired, on 
average. At year end, an average of 10 
detention officer positions per jail were vacant. 
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The annual starting salary for a 
detention officer is $32,469. 
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Facility support is the most 
common inmate work 

available in jails. 

Percentage of Inmate Programming Availability 
 

  

50% of jails offered secondary education or GED programming 
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Educational Programming: 

 Lower ABE: Lower Adult Basic 
Education or Literacy training 

 Upper ABE: Upper Adult Basic 
Education 

 GED: Secondary Education or GED 
 ESL: English as a Second Language 
 Vocational training: Occupational 

training (eg: auto repair, 
construction trades, computing) 

 College: College courses 
 Study release programs: release to 

community to attend school. 
 

 Work Assignment: 
 

 Facility support services: (eg: office and 
administrative work, food service, 
janitorial service) 

 Public works: (eg: road, park, or public 
maintenance work) 

 Agriculture: agriculture, farming, 
fishing, forestry. 

 Correctional Industries: (eg: wood 
products, textiles, manufacturing) 

 



Substance abuse treatment is the 
most prominent reentry program. 
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Counseling: 

 Religious: spiritual counseling 
 Mental health counseling 
 Alcohol/ Drug dependency: 

counseling/awareness 
 Life skills and community 

adjustment (e.g., personal finance, 
anger management, conflict 
resolution) 

 Physical health counseling: 
HIV/AIDS, hygiene, STDS 

 Recidivism reduction 
programming: cognitive 
behavioral treatment 

 Domestic violence counseling  
 Parenting: child rearing skills 
 Sex offender counseling 

Reentry Programming: 

 Substance abuse treatment: alcohol 
and drug counseling 

 Prescription medication: for at least 2 
weeks post-release 

 Legal assistance: advocacy 
 Educational assistance 
 Healthcare referral 
 Transportation assistance 
 Mentoring or other social supports 
 Employability skills: (e.g., resume 

writing, interviewing skills) 
 Employment: (e.g., job seeking, 

applications, placement) 
 Housing assistance 
 Case management 



 

Relationships to 
support reentry are 
more common with 

criminal justice 
agencies than with 

outside agencies 
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The above figure illustrates the percentage of jails that perform each of the above three 
tasks to assist released individuals in successful reentry. 
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