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WILLTOWN BLUFF

——

WILLTOWN BLUFF ON THE EDISTD RIVER,
SITE OF AN DLD TOWM CALLED WILLTOWN
OR REW LONDON, ESTABLISHED ABOUT IGES.
THERE WlE AN EARLY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH HERE. '

Fioure 1. Historesl Marker ar Willtown Bluff



Introduction

L January 1975, the Conference on Undernwater Archaeology was held in Charlesion. Several
archacologisis and treasure huniers of inlcmational renown were in attendance, including the pre
ermiinenl underwater archasologist George Bass and Bob Marx, a well known treasure hunter. The final
event of the conference was a pancl discussion of archaeology versus treasure hunting, professionals
versus amaleurs working on historic and prehistonc sites. Many opinions were expressed and it was
apparent that there was o great lack of common ground. The ¢losing remarks were made by Dr, Robert
L. Stephenson, the director of the Scuth Carcling Institute of Archacology and Anthropology. Tn his
awn unique style, Dr. Stephenson never ceased (o smile as he made his brief but poignant statement.
Due 10 s words being spoken in the context of his broad grin, it was dilTicull for me 1o determine
whaether he offered enconragement or a strong admomiion. His message was simple but bold as he
addressed amateur and protessional alike: All of our endeavors, all of our offorts dre tn vain, wless we
tell the story . .

le iy Ko ledge, sport diving on histone sites began in this state about | 963 | was certificd as
a diver 1n 1567 and immediately began 1o invest much time and energy in the pursuil of tncovering
traces of South Carclina’s past. While attending college in 1969 and working part-lime on 4 shopping
center mantenance crew, | conversed with a fellow employee, Isaac White, about my underwaer and
histonc mterests. He told me of having worked for several vears as a house servant st Willtown Bluff
Plantation on the Edizsto River, He alluded o the histoncal significance of this site, but it was when he
browghl me 4 single page history of Willtown, which had been given out as a flyer on an Edislo River
Hlantation Tour, that my mnterest really peaked. | learned of the colomal town ol the late seventeonth
coenlury which seemed to die |_1'_-.' the late {:ighlnc nih cenfury, I_'j|1|}' o evalve imio g successiul riee P[-d:]_
tation in the mneteenth century. Also, that a Conlederate battery was erected on the site and saw action
in-a skirmmsh with three Unton gunboars,

A short time later, my diviny parioer, James L. Batev, and 1 went to Willlown and made a dive
Lo the boat landing, The area looked promusing and a week luler we retorned with a boat and another
diver, Steve Howard, On this dayv we checked locations along the bluff and recovered a number of
eightecnth and minetesnth century artifacts.

Due o our involvement as divers with the Shipwreeks, Inc,, project on the wrecks of the Civil
War blockade runners (renrgianna and Meary Bowers we were both somewhat femilar with the recertly
enacted legislation mvolving the recovery of submerged antigquities. Jim and T agresd that we would
“divthe dght thing" and report the Willtown aite to the stite of Ticials and apply for salvage nghs o dive

Imssite We lnfomally called curselves Palmeto Divers and intended 1o have exclusive rights lowork



there on a part-ume basis.

My [irst report of the Willtown site was 1o Bamey Slawson, coordinator of the S, €. Division of
Historical Resources. My letter was apparently & source of some displeasure 1o Mr Slawson who was
quick im ms reply o nlorm me that we wereap violanon of public Jaw 1301 1969 for having removed
arttfacts from a higtonc size. He did hewever send me an upplication for a salvage permit and also the
name of D Robert L. Stephensan, who hal recenlly become the State Archaeologst. Tt was with Dr
Stephenson that we would have all turther dealings.

Itis with some amazement thal [ reflect today on how two leenagers with some diving experience
bul no archacologieal raining or background were able o secure 2 one-vear underwater salvage license
within twvo months of making anapplicanon. There was no Underwater Archaeology Division o provide
supervisicn of training and the land archacologists were busy with their own endeavors. One of the
highest profile sites then belng the major project af Charlestown Landing which was working agaims|
tiree o prepare for the 1970 Toeentenmal Park and Celebranon. There was very Iitle literature avalabie
on underwater excavation technigues and probably some of the most informative artictes available
vould be found in Natonal Geographic magazine.
and although not a professional archacologist, | have acquired a greater sense of appreciation for the
precision und docomentation hecessary o adequately work and record an underwaler histone site.
Much has evolved in the Soath Carolima [nstitute of Archaeology and Anthropelogy (SCIAA) in the
enswng vears. The Instituie now has a professional underwater archaeology staff and 2 supportive
Hobby Diver Program to provide guidance and support 1o the amateur enthusiast in this field, A few
mianths ago, 1 met Lynn Harris and Carl Maylor of the SCIAA Charlesion office and began 1o discuss
with them the wlea of wnting a report to more adeguately docement the work of Palmetto Divers af
colomal Willtown from 1968 1w 1970 and dives made at random at the site since. They immediately
responded with allrmation and encouragement.

il was much w my surpnse that Lynn Harns infommed me of the Charleston Museum™s
archacologreal dig at Willtown this year, She was able 1o arrange a meeting with Charleston Museum
archaeologists Marthu Zemden and Ren Anthony, and we were able 1o begm a dalogue of the relationshup
between Nindings on land and 10 the water.

Itisexciting to know that mterest in s obscure and almost forgotten calonial wwn is growing,
and the goal of thes report 15 10 0y to retrace ow' underwalter steps and o put the existing data in & wselul
and meamngtul form. .

RHesources exist today pnmarily in the ot of artifzel collecdons and recorded data both al the
SCIAA und in privite collections. Some additional Nield work will be required forthe purpose of an up-
W-clile analysis and iterpretation of site dymamics

My Hinal goals in prepanng thes report revolve around my beliel in the historical signiticance of
colonial Willtown and mv desire 1o ensure that, g5 much as possible, the dats from the enderwvater work
will serve-as an enhancerment Wi the proper tterpretaticn of the sie. | would also like to attémpt

A



Begn 1oy wnght some of the weimgs perpetrated by some of ws who were invalved with histonic sites
when the development of scuba diving preceded the development of underwater w chacology.

And, Timally, | would ke o wnle m honer of De Robert L Stephenson, who alwiavs mel us
with a smile and who entrasted two voungsters with the 1ask of "helping w tell the Atory."

Lirew BEuddy, Oclober 1997

A



Figure 2. Dirawing of the Fdisto, Stono, and Ashley Rivers showing
the relationship of Willlown to Charleston.
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Figure 3, Aeral infrired photopraph showing Willtown BlulT o
the center of the preture,



Location

Willteswn 1= siluated on a high blull of the eastern bank of the Ediste River appraximately 24,5
miles [rom the Atlante Ocean. Aboul 3.5 miles befow Williown, the niver divides. The main lork s
called the South Edisto River and meets the ocean at the nosthern shore of St Helena Sound. The ather
tork ss cailed the Dawho Faver and fows 11 miles w jon the Nonb Edisio River at a point between
Seabrock Island and Edisto [sland

The mver today 15 called the Ediste but in the ime of colonial sctllement other names ean be
lound. The North Edisto wes identified as the Grandy in some accounts, probubly reflecting Spamish
inlTuence. The Indian name Pon Pon s applied for the sepment of the nver below Jacksonbore. This
segment can also be identilled as the South Edisto although this name wday is more accurately applied
10 the segment below the fork at the Dawho River. Tn 1683, Maurnce Mathews, survevor-general of the
provinee, is recorded as declanng thatal| pars of the Edisto Riverwould officially be called the Colleton
miver. This name docs not survive (n commaon usage loday

Willwown 15 situated on a significant bluff which & unique (or miles 10 either direction en the
Fdssto, This aftords immunity from the (ocd waters that penodically 1mpact fower-lving areas in the
cdesto Basin, Tealso provides a commanding view for some distance along the river which adds 1o the
strategic dimenstion.

Also sygmbicant 158 Willtown's proximity to what was Known in colonial times as the iniand
passage. This waterway could allow the manume traveler to cover mest of the inp from Charleston Lo
Florida with little need toenter the ocean, Keeping in mind that in colonial tmes one could make aboul
Jthaniles per day on foot as opposed Lo perhaps 100 miles by sailing vessel, this water lighway was of
much imporiance. le addinon, 2 vessel could transport considerable cargo Mo trade or supply (Rouse
1973:3).

A 0B account of Willlown or Mew London describes a little tosen about two miles above the
converpence ul the Northand Scuth Edisto Rivers (Salley 19113670 Acially the distance is about 3,5
miies above the convergence of the Dawho and the South Edisto. This isa very conventent location for
a town, bemg such i short distance from the interscetion of the mland passage by which one bad to
navigate the Dawho to the South Edisto. This stivauon changed somewhat after 1734 when an act was
passed resulung in the creabon of Watts Cut (LS. Army Corps of Enpineers |977:03-15), and a more
direct route was established, moving the inland passage about eight miles further down river from
Willtow i Since the late 195 0s this magor walerway has been known as the Atlanne Intraccastal Waterway

and 15 heavily rafficked today.

5
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Figure 4. View of Willlown Bluff on Feowick Quadrangle topographical map.
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Bhoto courtesy of the Linrted
STat e enlogical Sorees

Fipure 5. Black and white aenal photograph of Willtown Bluff.



Historical Background

Willtown 15 associated with numerous threads of South Caralina's history, ie., the Indian deerskin
trade, immigraticn dynamics, seitlement patterns, slave rebeilon, and the Cpvil War, First it is L partant
o establish the European backdrop influencing early settlement events that took place at Willtown, as

thes early hronler society represents an important part of the evolving narrative of Jocal history,

The Decades Preceding The 1682 Settlement On The Edisto

Contmental Europe m the early seventeenth century was cmbattled in the chaos and ca nipe of

the L iy Years War [t began with much eimphasis on religious dimensions spawned by the Reformation,
but evalved tnte major palitical battles over the balance of Eurcpean power

In adihbion, the early 16403 saw the cruption of the civil war which raged in England, Seotland,
and Iretand for almost 20 years. It was against this backdrop of condlict, religious dissension, and
piditical turmon that the seene was being set lor the English settlement of South Carcling as Charles 11
returned o London on May 29, 1660, to egain s postiton on the (hrope.

The Concept of Proprietary Government

Just as the English covil war was waged around the 1ssues of burthing 4 constitutional manarchy
out of @ dynanuc of roval absolunsm. proprietary government marked a political/economie link on the
evolutivmary scale from leudalism 10 republicamsm.

Dunng the sixleenth, seventeenth, and erghtcenth centunes a socio-economic shifl wiis ceclr g
in England that defined a detenormtion of the system of the manor. The influence of the feudal lord at
the top of a hietarchy of lesser subjects who ensured his wealth through service and payments (o Kind
o his estate was dimimishing, Labor was becoming more mobile and large pumbers moved 1o towns
and seaports, leading to the depopulanon of the rural countrvside. The 1ise of the artisan clags was
accurming and the lomer dedicanon of the working class o Cservility™ was deterorating, A distinct
shift from a service systent o a mumney system was taking place, By 1664, even the king was not able 1o
support his household from the profits of his manors {Andrews 1936: 195-211)

Even as the feudal Jord was losiong hix income (rom the agrarian manaor, his mobe was changing o
4 member ol b social caste which soughl suceess theough commereial and induesinal enterprise which
might be secured through (avonusm at court and through establishment of monopolies.

It was in this milleu that proprietary arrangements of varying sorts were established in now
world English colomes, Certain members of the gentry hoped to capitalize on their opportunitics to
enlurge their estates and increase their [onuces io the new world through the creancn of new preducts
and markets (Andrews 1936:212-222)

With enterprise and protit in mind, the cight Carolina Proprietors began their endeavors ol

colonizabon with the 1670 settlement at Albemarle Point an the Ashley River.
()



Early English Exploration in the Edisto Area

OnAugust |0, 1663, shotly afler the establishment of the Carafina Propretors, Caprain William

Hiltom of Barbados sel sail on his second exploratory expedition o the Caroling coast,

Jpon masing landiall o the area of St Helena Sound the expedition encountered local Indians
whir came aboard Hillon's vessel, the Advensure, and communicated information about the ares. Dne
ol the Indiun guests was wentified as the Grandy Captan of Edistow, From the Indians. Hilton™s group
tearmed of marooned Englishmen who had been held prisoners by the Indians and were able to negotiate
the return of a few (Sallev 1911:39, 403, As the expedition saifed northward they, passed the mouth of
the Edisto Fiver. Hiitom chose not to enler the nver due o fear of conflict with the Indians since the
Edisto chief wus on board against his will and becsose of uncertiinty about the winds and conditions,
some of the newly retrieved Enplish prisoners whe had spent time in the Edistoarea descnbed the nver
s o tvery fair and goodly river, branching into several branches, and deep, and 1s fresh walecr at low
tide within two leagues of (he mouth™ (Salley 1911:44), Hilton goes on the provide a glowing account
of the areas in the proximity of Port Roval and the Combahee and Edisto Rivers. He comments on the
quality of the trees, soil, erops of the Indians, wild game, fish and shell fish: Hilton comments not onl ¥
em the health of the Indians but that of the English castaways whom they bt recovered, His monologue
on the bepefits of this country concludes:

The ayr is clear and yweer, the country very pleasant and dellehfil  and we conld wizh,
thant gl they thar want a happy settlement, of aur English nation, were well tramsported
thither, etc. (Salley 1911:45)

in 1665, another venture under the ausprees of the Proprictors sailed from Barbados o the
Carolind coast under the command of Robert Sandford. During this expedition, Sundford entered 1he
North Ediste River, Landing in the vicinity of Wadmalaw Tsland, Sandford toak formal possession by
turtfe and twigg of that whole country [Tom the latitude of 36 degrees north and 29 degrees seuth and
Westio the south seas by the name of Caroling, ™ for Charles 1T, King of England, and the Lords Propriewors.
Sandlord and his imen further explored the aren, possibly traversing the Dawho River mio the South
Edisto and proceeded southward. Dunng tus exploraton in the Edisto ared, Sandford visited an Edisio
Indhan wown and like Hilton wiote and aceount of the desirability of the region (Salley 191 1:87-89),

There s probably litde doubt that the accounts of Hilton and Sandford had a significant impact
an the Proprietors and potential settlers to envision suceess 1o the Bdisto to Port Rowval region,

It was in Port Royal that the settlers under the colony’s fist govemor, William Sayle, endeavorcd
b ostablish a settlement in March 1670, After a brief landing, 4 discussion of the sense of vulnerabilicy
apainst the nearby Spanish and Westo Indians was held. The proup decided o moeve to the Ashley
River, turthor nurih, and the Propnciors intentions ol settlement in the Poit Roval area was notreafized

gl that e,
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At the ume of the 1670 Atbemarle Pomnt settlement on the Ashley River, Lowd Anthony Ashley
Cooper was the Palatine or senior member of the Lords Propnetors. Assisted by his confidant and
secretary John Locke, he 100k a major role in onpameing and promoung the settlement of the Caroling
colony. From very carly in the colonzauon process, Lord Ashley envisicned a scheme for orderly
seftiement in well designed towns. As early as Seplember 1671 he sent a direcive 1o Sir John Yeamans
i designute one town on every navigable nver as a port. The Propnietors who had in recent memary
experienced such evenls as the 1660 fire tn London. plague. and the like, apparently had visions of
creating mare orderly and livable conditions in the Caroling towns, Such wcas as owns having a
public whart. a comman, and main streets with @ width of 100 feet were presented. Also, orderly and
symmelne ot were desired toavoid the chaotc and cluttered patterns of many caclier Buropean citics
Inaddition, the Proprictary plan for setflement required that land fronting the nver would be hmated 1o
about ane fifth of the depth of the plot. This convept was designed 1o ensure compact settlements which
would be easier 1o defend [fom waterbome attack and would allow greater sceess of the population w
the waterways. In additon, the Proprietors directed that land which was to be granted away from the
wwns should be granted conbguously with each new parcel berng adjacent (o lhe previous.

Scitlement in Caroling was exceptionally slow dunng the irst five vears with only abaut 500 16
GO0 settlers living in close proximity o the Ashley River In 1674 a group of Dutch colonisis from New
York migrited (o Carolina and began Lo settle lands south of the Ashley Biver toward the Stono River,
moving the settlement psttem toward the direction of the Edisto (Petil 1976:31),

The various social, potitical, and economic dynamics at play i the 16708 which may have
inhited growth in the Caroling colony are bevond the scope of this report to fully explore. One factor
may have been the Dutch War which was foopht until 1678, Although England wilhdrew 1n 1674,
eean travel and colonszation schemes may have been hampered, In additton, the setlers in Carofina
were in 2 Yery valnerable stite with oo sccure economic structure, fear of atlack by the Spamish or

indians, and putting much energy 1ot ensuring their own survival,

When Charles 11 was restored to the English theene in 1660, he was well received by Parliament
as well as the common man. By 1667 conditions were detenomiting. The second Duteh War, which
ended in July of that year, had greatly wyed Englond and weakened Charles' position as monach.
Parhament demanded supenasion of govemmental expetses. Ttalso called for the dismussal of Chancellor
Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon and a Carolina Propnetor, for nushandhing of foreign affais. In replacing
Clarendon, Charles selected a group of live men of whomn one was Lord Anthony Ashley Coope
{ harles bad two significant goals: 1o restore the authenty of the moparchy and 1o elevate Roman
Catholicism in England. Although Lord Ashiev was o counselor to the king, he became Increasingly
pppesitional as the yvears ensoed. [n 16735 Lord Askley was a major léade in the Country Party which
issted propaganda o detend Paslizment and Protestantism in ppposiiion o the King's leamng toward
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Catholie France and s poteatial suceessor, the Duke of Yok (Juter James 11} who was a Catholic. By
1680 (he Country Party was called the Whigs, a name which may have evolved from Whiggamore,
which was a4 name of the group of Scot opponents of Charles | in the 16405 {Durant 1963:276-275),

[ 167E the religrows/ political sitnation became more complex and chaotic due w an alleged
“popish plan™ by which Cathofie forces were said o be planming 1o kill Chatles, bum London. enthrone
James, and impose Catholicism on Profestant Sngland. Although these sccusatnons, as well us later
allegauons 1hat the queen was plotiing to poison her husband Charles, were not proven, o major fear set
i wath Predestant effrcials cavsing much defensiveness and persecution of Catholics Tor the nex| four
veurs, James fled 1o the Netherlands and v Janoary 1679 Charles dissolved the Parliament { Durant
E963:2T79, 28] Blum 1986-1970:356, 357).

In March of 1679 the Parliament reconvened as the Lirst "Whig™ Parliament and Lord Ashley,
now Earl of Shaftsbury, was chosen lord president of the counal. Almost immediatelv he inrodieced
the first exclusion bl wihich would inmbit James. Duke of York, from inheriting the crown, In May,
Charles prorogued the Parliament with comcerns that the ball would be passed {Durant 1963:282: Blum
| Qé5- E197RA56, 35T

Laet Ashley progressively evolved imte an mereasingly ambitious opponent of Charles. He [irst
ined to persuade Charles to divoree his barren wife and marry & Protestant gueen by whom he may
have a Protestant heir, When Charles refused, he mounted 2 campaign o spread the 1dea that Charles®
Hlegiumate som, the Duke of Monmouth, was actually the nghttul heir because Charles had aciually
marmied (he duke’s mother, Lucy Walter. Charles denounced this cliim and disnussed Lord Ashiey
Irom the council in October 1679, Becoming more zealous, Lord Ashley tnied to rearganize the disbansded
Howse of Commons and sur rebellion, Charles had him arrested but be was acquitted by the jurv. He
then boldly joined In open rebellion with the Duke of Monmonlh against the king. Both were quick]y
arrested Lord Ashiley was impnsoned in the Towerol Londen but escaped toexile in Holland where he
dhed i 1683 (Durant 1963:284 287, Blum 1966-1970:3156-358)

Bven after the exile of Lord Ashley, some of his Whig followers persisted in their opposition,
and a5 late as 1683 the lailed "Rye House Plot” was a plan 1o capture or kill Charles and thwart the
poss bty of catholiciang England, In February 1685 Charles did die and cotholic James did ascend to
lhe throne (Durant 1963: 286,287, Blum 1966- | 970357

This cursery view af English politieal intngue is provided to help sel ke stage {or an
understanding of some of the dysamics of first settlement i the Edisto Biver area. Although Lord
Ashley was thought to be a Derst, many of s political cohorts m the Whig Party were dissenters.
English Calvimsts who in their opposition to Charles and his catholic leanings, also did not potineally
Ll neatly with the Anglicans or Punitans who al varying tmes playved major politncal roles.

As aresultof Royahist reaction o the turmaonl sparked by the Wheg Party and cancerns over the
possibility ol another civil war, a political persecution of the dissenters was begun (Durant 19653:251-
257, Blum 1966-197(5355. 35a),

By the time ot Lord Ashley Cooper’s exile in 1679, Lord Craven was the Palatine of the Caralina
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Frapnetors. Sir Peter Colleton and 2 new Proprieter, John Archdale, nlso became aclive promaters of
the Carolina coluny in the early |680s (Childs 1940k 194, 218).

There 15 little doubt that Tord Ashley Cooper’s Whig connectons led 1o the proxmoton of
i gration of persecuted dissenters to Caroling and that this group would comprise a majority of the
setllors 1n the Ediswe Biver arca

[ 1s posmble thal although the imtial 1670 settlement had ocourred tn the Ashley River area as
apposed to Port Royal, the eartier reperts of Hillon and Sandford of the Edisto region still held promise
tor the Proprigiors. Lord Ashley himsell owned a vessel which plied between England and Caralina
wihilch was named the Edisto (Childs 1940184,

The Proprnetors in the early 1680 agun raised the idea of establishing a part town on every
niavigable river with the reservation of a 500 avre sile on each fver. There was apparcnt belief that the
poor Water and proximily to marshes and salt water may have conmbuted to health problems and
promaotion of makana which did apparentlv reach inereased proportions in the 16808 {Clowse [971:48),

The Propretors” instroctions to Governor Morton m May of 16582 read

"Wee undersiand that there @5 on Edistol River aboue 20 miles above the kead of Askiey
River @ convenient fertill piece of lund filt to build a tovwene on . . five hundred akers of
witiel we would huve reserved for thar tse & 11,500 more abant it for a collony and i being
above the salis and marches wee are of opinion will be more healithy then nearer the sea.
SChilds 19400204 Smith 1909:101)

Upon the 1682 directive, a town of currently uncertimn stature was begun on the Edisto River.
tritial accounts cite an Indian name for the over, Pon Pon, being used [or the wown bur dissentor
immigrants appareatly established the name of London. In 1683 the Proprietors designated the area
settled in the Ashley River area us Borkeley County with Charles Town as the seat. The Edisto River
settlerment arca was dubbed Colleton County and Londen was the seat.

The years |682 and 1683 probably saw some of the greatest mgration w the Caroling colony
owing largely 1o the connection of the Whig plots in England. The dissenters helped w bning the
populaticn of Carclina o about 2000 10 2,500 settlers which vinually doubled the population of about
O i Las,

In 1682, Joseph Morton, Benjamin Blake of Somerser, and Damel Axtell of London entered the
catony, Morton and Axeell were fater credited by the Proprietors with having brought in more than 500
persons ina single month (Clowse 1971748 Childs 1940:210-212, 245,



Figure 6. 1695 Thorton-Morden Map {Copy on file in the South Carolina State
Archives),

Figure 7. 1697 Carte Particuliere De Ly Caroline (Copy on file in the South
Caroling State Archives),




Figure 8. 1715 map by Herman Maill,
[Copy on e at the South Caroling
Department OF Archives and History,)
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Figare 9. 171X French map of colomal America
{Engraving in the Comell Lniversity Library., )
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I'he Founding Of The Town Of Londan

With the directive of the Propretors to found a town on the Edisto and the migration of the
sizable number of Calvimist dessenters from England, the inttiation of the lown ol London is observed.
in 16%1 a reterence 18 made to.a pew own o the tetiers of the Propretors and 1o 1697 are found two

|.-||

granis For lots in the “Town of Wilton™ 1o Landgrave Joseph Morton.

With a discassion of Lomdon on the Edistoy, i magor guesions mus| be rnsed, One s 1o wha
gxtent London was actvally a wwn or a frontier setticment or a Tarly 1sodated communuy of very few
inhabitants. The second guestion tnvolves establishing the exact locaton of London {Childs 1940:23(0
St PR0e 102, 103),

Although very hitle writlen information appears concorming Sew London or Williown in the
last decade of the seventeonth century. the 1695 Thormton-Morden map shows New London prominentiy
displaved as o wewn om the Edisto blolf

It 1s also noted that @ delegation ol Congregationabists whao wlimately seitled the town of
Drarchester were enterbaned by Landgrave Morton in 1695 as they perused New London as a possible
site [or settlement. Although it 18 unknown as to how esablished New London may have boen al this
trme, it dogs suggest that a settlement of some degree did already exist (Salley 1911; 196),

Maps ol the seventeenth and erghteenth centuries primartly show the name of New London, but
common usape favored the name Willtown which Flenry A M. Smith suggests was given in honor of
the king, William of Omnge.

The 5.C. Hhstoneal and Genealogeeal Magaane article “Willtown or New' London,”" by Henr
ALhL Smith cites prinsry sources whch mention London. [Emust be noted that these fow seventeenth
cenlury references to London are quite nondescnipt and it 15 impossible to draw any definate conclusions
as 1o what type of settlement actually existed. Surzanne Linded ¢ 1997:60.7) Lists the [allowing names lor

whom warranls for lots and precinet ots in Colleton County were 1ssucd.

Jonathan Bonner Marriner Cassigue Thomas Rowi Rovwe)
Gieorge Willock =it Peter Colleton {Lord Proprieter)
John Farr, 5t Joseph Morton, i

Tohn Falmer, li Crilbert Ashley

Oyles Russell John Smyvth

Dir. Linder explains that the Proprietors disected tha each person recervang a-grant will be given
b precenet Lo in proximity to the town that s of larger acteage than thelr town Lot upon the stipulation
that thesy Buidd a house in the lown. 1is uneertan gs o whether these instruchions were conscientiously
observed and 1f each indrvidual recerving a graat of a precinct lot actually did buald in the wown, (s

alzo uncertain as 0 whether those individuals who reccived warranis actoadly received grants and

seitledd on the land Linder 1997:3, &), The 1693 John Tharpmon-Robert Morden map does Lisl the names
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Wilcoeks (Willisek ™1, Smith (Smyth?), and Bose | Row or Rowe?) m proximity W the mame London, In
addition e pame Lrec appears 1o lhe arci,

The name Russell 18 tound on the map in prodimity o Russell Creck on Edisto Island. The
name Farr appears adjacent o the Stone River near the Runtowels are, The name Landprave Morion
{doseph Maorton, 2 s tound adjacent 10 1he head waters of Leadenwah Creek. The precinct lotof Sor
Peter Colleiom s shown as being noar the headwaters of Peony Creck above London. Also of interest
on This mup is the mame Goversor Morton Whch s shown o be al the headwaters of Toogoodon Creek,
which s by land about tour miles from the London settlement area.

Henry A M. Smaith raises the question as o whether the actual site of London was the same as
thik o Welblessen CMew London) or a differeat loecation {Smath 19020038 The 1685 Thoron-SMorden
Map does hst the names separately with London being shown about a mile upriver of New |ondon
Further archacologieal investigation might grovide more clarnfication.

A 1715 map by Herman Moll {Figure 8) shows a great deal of settlement upan down the Ediste
Fuver This dhstribution problably reflects the shufting dynomics 1o e plantaton cconomy. The Williown
(Tiondon) settlements appear 10 have served in the late seventeenth and st hall of the eighteenth
centuries a5 a settlement on the edge of the frontter perhaps playing a sigmitlcant role i the Todian
deerstan trade which was prime factor in the colomal South Carolims coonomy. As the sighteenth
centiry progressed, the Indanirade and scitdement moved Turther wesand Willtowin's iole as froiic
crubpxast diminished. With the English mowvement southward and the setllement of Georgia, Willtown™s
role in the defense agmnst the Spanish at St Avgusting also lessened.

A 1748 mup still shows New London us @ town, but as the erghtcenth century wore on, the
property became more consolidated (o onwnership and as the town pently died, the fand was formed mio
]}J.ill'l[Jc'E L [racls

Lattle Turther menton of London seems ) exist and the actual location and s12¢ of the sile, or il
it even consisted of anvthing resembling a village of conmmunity, 18 now fefl o specalation and the

archaeclogist's trowel to reveal:

English Encroachment On The Spanish Missions
Throughout the seventeenth cantury, Spanish missionnmes estabhshed o thrmvang mssion svstem

along the Georgia coast and across the northern peninsula of Flonda.

In 1674, Bishop Calderon, visiting the missions of T.a Flonda, lists as those i the regnon of
Guale, along the coast north of 5t Augustine:

— La MNatvedad De Muestra Sencrn De Tolometo (owe leagues north of St
Augusting)

— San Juan Del Puerto (on Forl George Bsland al (he mouth of the 30 Johns River)

Santa Maria (on Amela 1sland)
— San Felipe {fon Cumberland Tsland).

Santa Buenaventwa De Guadalquini {on Jekyll lsland).
L



— Santo Dommgn De Asaho (on S|, Sunon Tsland)
—Sam Jose De Zapala (on Sapelio [sland}
manta Catalma (on S0 Cathennes [sland)

(Muarphy 199775 Gannon | 965:64)

In 1670, the Treaty of Madnd was sipned and in it the English and Spantsh thrones agreed o
tespect the lands which cach cecupied in the New World This agreement was almest wnmediachy
overtooked by the Carolina English settlers who began to trade wath the Indians (Murphy 199777
Milamch 1998222

In 1680, Enplish Indian traders had allied with Creck Indians and a combined force attacked the
mission Indian community on St Simons [sland, Following that ruid, the mission of Sanes Cataling on
=t Cathennes [sland was anacked, Addinonal buccaneer and slaving raids persisted

Followmg the English/Trdian hostilities on the Ge gia coast, Governaor Cabrer of StoAugusting
ordered (he withdrawal of Spaniards and mission Indians 1o nussions south of the St Marys River By
1685 all of the Spanish missions and 1owns on the Georgia coest had been abandoned {Murphy 1967
7778, Gannon 1965 71,72}

Hoth Creek and Yamasee Indians established early alliances with the English traders and very
much engoyed the new found possession of firearms as an meentive. Witlin the [irst vears of English
trade wilh 1he Indians, the Crecksand Yamasees learned of the profit to be realized by capturing Indians
(fargely Chrstmnized Indians living in Georgia and north Forida missions) for enslavement by the
English. The stage was boing sel for Spamsh retbianen (Milanch 1998:222: Gannon 1965:72-74:
Murphy 199778)

Settlement of Scottish Dissenters and Spanish Attack

Upon the polilical demuse of Loed Ashley Cooper, Lord Craven became palatine of the Proprietors.
Sir Peler Colleton became a Proprietor and leader in (he promotion of Carolina settlement (Childs
L940: 2187, In addition to the migraton of English Dissenters, a BrowIng INlerest was oCourting among
scot and [nsh Dissenters. In 1684 a group of Scots under the direetion of Lord Cardross and William
Dumlop lead 4 group of Scottish Dissenters to Port Roval and established a small settfement called
Stuart Towre [n 1684 iLis possible that there were seveml hundred mmmugrents to Carolina from Scotland
and lreland. In the lste fall a shup saifing from Beilast to bong sctilers 1o Stuart Town foundered.
possitly on the Charlestown buar

In 1653, as Stuart Town and London were in early (formation, a British instigated rud conduected
by Yamasee [ndians was perpetrated apmnst the Spamsh mission of Santa Catabiea De A hoiea near the
Junchion of the Sante Fe and Sewance Rivers in northern Florda, The rmaiders sacked and burned the
misston and Killed or enslaved many mission Indizns The British/Indizny attack on the Spanish mission
system had begun 1o target the missions of northern Flonda wheeh had binlt Chosnanized eommunities
among the Trmucua and Apalachee (Milamch 1998 2222 Murphy 199778 Gannon 1965720
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Un August 17, 1686, the Spantsh landed below Swan Town in three Spanish PEITCAUROeS Gr
hall galleys and for three days plundered and made waste of the town, Lord Cardross escaped and was
able to reach Governor Morton's home near Lomdon, T'hree davs after the spantsh landed, Governm
Morton feft tor Charlestown and began o mobilize militia regiments to counter the Spanish introsion
The Spamards, after leaving Steart Town, tmveled [unther north o the Edisto and attacked and destroved
Lhe Edistor Island plantation of Paul Gramball and (ke planacen of Governor Morton near London, The
raid on Governor Morton's home saw the death of his brother in-faw, Edward Bowell, and the caplure
of thineen Black and reve: White prsoners. . As the Spanish retreated, o major hurricane struck the arey
and the Spamsh lost one of thewr galleys and the commander was drowned. Not only the Spanards
suffered lossan the storm but the Caroling settlers fost many of their homes, Tt was reported that all of
the “vessels 1o the road and harbours were doven up on the land and whether any of them can bee litted
aul agarm may bee yeit a question.” (Dunlap 1529:81-85) In addinon crops were destroved and cattle
and hogs ran loose about the country side.

While recovenng [rom the Spamish attack and the devastation of the humicane, Governor Mearton
und the Caroliniuns experienced additional concern over 2 return Spanish attack. The Spanish while at
Port Royal bad informed some Scottish prisoners that the rard on Stuirt Town was just for reconnaissance
and that they planned to return tn fourmonths with a mapor foree and lay waste to Charlestown and the
swirounding area [ Dunlap 192%:86),

tna letter 1 the Propnetors, the Carolimans requested 4 ship of force and ammunition be sen
for their defense, Among the signatures on this dispatch were Governor Martan, Joseph Morton, I,
and John Farr previovsly noted os being associated with precimet lots in Colleton County (Dunlap
| 929:-86-87).

[t has been suggested that the Spanish attck on Stuart Town and the Edisto region was due in
part to the soao/palitical/ceconomic dynamics of the English and Scot interacuon with the Indians in
Sparush/English border regrons. 8118 repored the English residents of Charlestown were unsuppertive
of the Stuart Town settless and this may have been for economic reasons in addition to thoze of polifical
and teligicus differences, [t may have involved competition in the [ndian rade. Evidence of this foction
1% demonsitated by the amrest of Hemry Woodward, a Charlestown |ndian wader, He was arrested by
Lord Cardross whale taveling in the arca of Stuart Towsn in an attempl 1o inttiate didlogue with the
Indiang in the area (Childs 1940:259),

Joseph Blake, the English Dissenler of significance who would become a landerave; governor,
and & Propoetor Trom Colleton County, was ncted for his involvement in the Indian trade and westward
expansionism {Crane 1956 2438 45,63-65; Childs 1940:358)

The Indizn trade ip deer skins and 1o lesser degree i [ndian slaves proved to be from the Nimst
decade of Enghsh scltlement in Carolina and tor many decades following one of the bipgest sources of
profit (Clowse 1971:120).

As Lendon and Stoart Town represented the [rember of the Indian trade, grow il in these areas

may huve threatened the miterests of fraders m Charlestown and erented shifting athances among the
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Indians, disturbing the Spanssh/Indian mission dymamics in the repion south of the Edisto (Clowse
197]:80)

With the destruction of Stuart Town, the Scot Dissenters abandoned the endeavor gt Port Rowal
and Lomd Cardross saded for Holland and aligned sl William ol Orange.

wuch contimued polineal urmaotl existed 1 the homeland of England between the Cathalic
fang James 11 Parlioment. the Anglican Church and the Dissenters, [n Movember 1688 Cardross sailed
with William, the Dulch-bom Calvimst husband ol James® daughter, Mary. They landed on English soil
i a maneuyer Kuown s the Gunpowder Plot, 8y December, James left England and in February 16859,
William and Marv were placed on the English throne (Dumnt 1963298299 Blum [9686- 9700158,

355,

1700-1720

Uneof the dramatic political jssues in the Carobina colony  at the dawnng of the eightecnth
century which probably did much to galvanize the Dissenters of the Colleion County region was the
controversy between the Dissenters and the Anglicans.

During the governorship of strong Anglicans James Moore and Sir Nathaniel Johnson, the
Chssenters were greatly out represented. Although the issue 18 rather complex, an exclusion act 1n
which non-Anghcans were barred [rom being seated 1 the Fouse of Commons was passed. Outraged
at thear custer trom leeal government, the Dissenlers senl two representatives 1o Landon o address the
e, One was Joseph Boone who later 1s registered as owning a lotin Williewn. He tock the case
the Anghcan heerarchy and the Parliament. Ultimately the case was heard in the House of Londs and the
Carclima legislution was overturmed. Although the Dissenters gained political representation through
these ellors, the 1706 Church Act endarsed the Angliecan Church as the officlal state chuarch (Weu
P985 TA-H0)

Another event at the begmmng of the eighteenth century which had an impact on the Colleton
County settiers of the southern fronlicr was Governor Moore's attack on St Augustine

About the ttme that the London/Willtown settlement on the Edisto had begun, the French were
making claims in the Lowisiana Territory which meluded all lands impacted by the Mississippi River
andd (ke Gulf of Mexico. In I700. King Charles 11 ol Spain. died and bemg without o direct heir he
designated as his successor the Duke of Anjou, from the Prench House of Bourbon: The werntory,
wealth, and mulitary power of the French and Spamsh thrones were tow united. This event led o the
War of Spamish Successicn which lasted between 1702 and 1713 and was known as Queen Anne’s War
by the English Carofimans,

[n Movember of 1702 thes confhct cccasioned the formsation of an army of 600 Carclinians and
GO0 Trdiand which was led by Governor Tames Mooge ol Charlestown. His plan was to attack Spanish
St Augustine and Hs surrounding setllements prior W the French being able to align with and strenghten
ihe possessions of Spamsh Flonda

Dunng his campaign, the troops of Governor Muoore caplured and destroved the Spanish missions
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and settlements from Amelia [sland down 1o St Augustine. The population of the town (1,445 persons)
mnd the Spamsh mifitary foree of 323 remained scquestered i the newly completed Castillo De San
Marcos while Moore’s troops Kepl them surrounded.

Formore than a month the Carolinian force kept the Spanish isolated in the {ort, but on December
26 [our Spamsh warships amnved {rom Havana for reinforcement. Moore, sceing that his ships wese
trapped m the harbor, had all 13 burned and his forces retwned o Charestown by Jandl, Five hundred
Chnstian Tndians were laken as slaves and SL Augustine was burned, destroyving almaost all of the town,

Fhes raid was devastating (o the Spamsh, but upon his return to Charlestown Moore resigned as
governor as the English sutfered greatly from the majer Hnancial expenditure and the loss of the 13
vessels (Murphy 1997 7R-80; Milanich 1998:224-275: Gannon 1963 74,75, Weir |983:80-815.

Although no longer serving as governor, Moore was commssioned 10 1703 1o fead 4 loree 1o
attack the Spamsh mission system In northern Flonda, With 30 Carolinian soldicrs and moie than
|00 Creek [ndians, he attacked the Apalachee mission and setlement of Conception De Avubale an
January 25, | 704, The raiding conducted by Moore and [ndian pamies continued until Augost with 12
missions destroyed and thousands kalled. enslaved, o exiled. By the end of 1708, the expansive Spanish
mmssion system of the seventeenth century was gone and the small remaining Spanish community lived
i the vicindy of the ashes of St Avgustine (Milamch 199 276 230: Murphy 1907:81-85: Braun
1993:32; Gannon 1963.76.77).

The role of the dissenter population of Coileton County in the mids of Queen Anne’s War is o
duestion tor the histomans research, but the change i dynammes i Flonda greatly shifted and set the
stage for further English expansion i the Carclina frontier and the seitlement of Georgia

Yamassee War

Lne of the most sigmiicant carly erghteenth century events that impacted the Carclin colony
and the balance of power and trade among the Spanish, French, English and the Indian nations was the
Yamassee War There continues W be explomtion of factors which may have contributed 1o the Yamassce
Indian uprsing agmnst the English colony. Some speculanon imvalves the role of the Spanish and
Frenchn encouraping and supplving the Indians in their revolt and in competing with the English for
trade. Another factor which greatly involved the seulers of Colleton County was the continued
encroachment on the borders of the Yamassee lands. As Collewon County and the Port Roval grea was
provwing and expanding in the 1650z, large cattle ranches wers being established, with stock wandenng
ity Yamassee property. In F707 an act was passed “to it the bounds of the Yamassee settlement, o
prevent persens from disturbing them with thewr stocks, and o remove such as are settled,” (Crane
1556:162, 163} Border ssues may have contibuted (o the unrest, but by far the greatest factor contributing
tey the war was 1hat of excessive and unfair busmess practices perpetrtted against the [ndians in which
preal debl was amassed and owed 1o ynscrupulous Indian taders. In 1711 the ladian Commission
estimated that the debit owed by the Indians was 100,000 deer skins—1the equivalent of o whole vear’s
trade (Crane 9560 164-167)
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The sceounts of thes warare Better documented elsowhere, buta bried look at the role of Williown
5 10 order. Although the size of Willlown is |n guestion in the early vears of the cighteenth century, it
wiis able 1o support a garnson with o lertification and act as a base [or sooul boats. Watchers or scous
Ruad Been operalive on 1he inland passage since the late 600, bul alter the Spanish-French mid an
Chardeston in 1706, nine detachments of seouts were ardered [or patro] between the Stono River and
Part Roval area (Ivers 1972:117.121; Linder [997.26),

In Jubv 1713, a group of 300 10 700 Apalaches croseed the Fdisto River Their attack on the
Willtown garmison wias delended with no reported [oss The Matve Amencans then destroved about
thirty plantations o the regron between Willtown and Charlestown (Crane 1956:1731

rrE L

As the second decade of the eighteenth century progressed, government and polincal dynamics
contnued o evolve. A major shilt i London government cecurred dunng the reigns of William and
Mary ne well as Queen Anne. Governmental authonty ultimately passed [rom ihe monarchy o the
Parliament with the last Royal veto of a parhamentary decision ocourning i 1707 {Duram 19633 100,

Inavery complex collecton of events, lhe Froprietary Government in Caroling was becoming
defunet owing largely to the lack of support given the Caroling eolony duning the Yamasee War, The
aristocracy enviswoned by the orginal Lords Propretors could not compete with the needs and forces
evolving within the colony. With the adoption of a roval colonial system, a new Carolina aristocmey
was developing based not on a Proprictary model but on a weatlh generated from rice, indigo, and an
expandiny Inchan trade (Sass 1958 102,103 [ 1B84]).

The Reverand Archibald Stobo And The Wiltown Chureh
Archibald Stoba grew up in a Scotland where the covenanters, Scot Presbylersans, sulfered

much perseculion under the Stuan Kings Charles 17 and James 1T, Presbytenans were forbidden from
assembly and during the 16708 and [680s lrequent battling and deprivation ok plage, [t was in this
miliey that the [aled Stuart Town attempt was made by Lord Cadross and William Dunlap (Howe
TRAERT-O5]).

Upen the accession of William of Crange, the persecutions guieted, but by Lhe 16890s another
expedition fora Scot colony in the new world was afool. There was o grand plan o establish a larpe
culomy on the [sthmus of Danen in the vicity of Panama with theinient ol opemne up wade between
the Pacifie Far East and Europe by transporting godds across land rom one ocean to the other. In the
natien ol Scotland, Investors ranged [rom ke nobilily W lhe common man. William Danlap was a
director of the Danen Company and the investors were also obtamed 10 Enpland, Holland, and Hamburg
{Howe 18135, 136)

In July 1658, L2000 men in live ships made their way o the now world éstoblishing a lown

called 5t Andrews in the country of New Caledonia,
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Figurel |, 1704 Crisp Mup of Charlestowne showing 1the Stoba house outside
af the eity wall{ Copy on lile at the Charleston County Library)
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A great deal of ceonomic opposiion W the colony arose when representatives of the Duteh Exst India
Company and English merchants voiced that English commeice mayv be destroyed by the Scotush
presence (0 the trade loop, William of Change withdrew fis support as did the English, Dutch, and
Hamburg merchants, Willism ordered that English colomies in the Canbbean were not 1o provide supplles
and assistance (Howe 18700 137)

Asaresull, the colony suftered from much want of supplies and support. and was in a state of
detenoratien when Archibald Stobo arrived in a second party of 1200 setlers. He was one of [our
mnislers comnussioned 0 form the Presbyvtery of Caledoma (Howe 1R70: 138

A bnel period of insutticient food and disease emsued and a large Heet of eleven Spanish ships
attacked the town. After 4 siege of six weeks, the Scots sunrendercd 1o the Spanish and apreed 10
abanden their atlempt al colonization,

In his exodus, Archabald Stobo sailed on the eilgun ship fising S on which many were
stricken with fevers and iliness. In a gale off the Florida coast the ship was damaged and mile for
assistance 1n Charlestown. Amving off Charlestown in September 1700, The Rising Sun anchored with
a plan of lightening the vessel so that it might safely cross the Charlestwn bar, Archibald Stoba along
with s wite and several others went inio Charlestown by boal. Almest immedistely o hurricane hit
and the Riveng Sun was sunk with the loss of more than 300 lives. Although Charlestown was greatly
mundated, causing much damage, Archibald Stobo survived and took up the pulpit 1o the Charlestown
church {Petit [976:39; Howe 1870:140- 141} He mumstered in the congregation until 1704 His hame
i conspieucusly noted outsike the clty wall om the Cr sp map of 1704,

Archibald Stobo s credited with estabhishing Preshytenan churches a1 Willtown, Pan-Pon. James
lsland, and Camnhoy. 11 s not until 1728 that there 15 documented evidence of the Willtown Chureh bt
Flowe sugpests that "1t is most probable that a chureh organization, more or less complete, extsted there
soon alter Mr Stobo retred from the pastarship of the Charlestown church” {Howe 1870: 1463

Staba mimisiered in the Willtoswen Church until his death 1n 1741 (Howe 1870:220).

African Americans at Willtown

The story of Afrean history on the Edisto s largely one of stavery, As ane might expect, very
ntle watten documentaton 18 readily available but the remeants of the clabormte tice felds along the
river speak loudly of the history of the African presence.

The 1683 warmant issued o Jonathan Bonner 15 for one town o and one procinct lot at Pan Pan
in Caollewon County Tor imsell and four "Negroes™ (Linder 1997:6)

It & will dated 1746, Roval Spry left four slaves, “Litle London,” Seallie, Jueob, and Hanndh
and therr 1ssue o the Willtown Presbytersan Church, The 17389 will of Timothy Hendrick had lefi the
congregaton Cesar and MNanny and therr ssuc (Simmons F960: 160,161 Simmons 1961:35),

These slaves would be hired ont an contract o landowners who would use (hetr fabor and pay
the church o yearly sum, In 1762 1L i3 noted that James Fabian hived Jacob, London, Sully, Hannah,

MNanmy, Boatswain and children tor eleven months (rom the Williown Congregation for £150 (Smmons
Pl



F9aidls,
Adthough hittle persomal astory 1s recorded, the thiving plantaton ceomony found in this region

at the ime of the Crvil War was binlt on the knowledge and labor of these largely aftonymous African

Americans,

The Stono Uprising

The vears from 1720 to | 739 siw an expansion of the South Caroling ree sndustry and with thar

a dramatic increase in the impotation of slaves, In the decade preceding 17490, more than 200000 slaves
were imported from Afnca bnnging the Afncan population in South Careling tm 1740 o abou 30000
The white European population in that vear iz estimated at about 20,000 Prior to this major importaion
ol Afncan slaves dunog these years, many of the slaves had lived m the West [ndies or Caroling for
more than 3 decade anpd were somewhat enculturated into the landowners socio-political process and
were basically controlled by the white system (Wood [974:302).

Dunng these years, growing apprehension was felt by whnte landowners and citizens that perhans
4 BrOwIng sense of autenomy was expenenced among the Alrican population. Anather dyeamie at play
was the conlinued nfluence of the Spanish at St Augustine In 1727 4 raiding party of loor docen
Yamassees was reported 1o be sent 1o Carofina by the Spanish governor, 11 s stated that he promused
“thuty meces of eight for every English scalp and one hundred lor everylive Negro they should bring.”
Itis reported that this purty encountered and killed several border scouts and came to plantation
“within 11 miles of PonPon, where they took the scalps of iwo more whites named Micheat and
Wood. " They were pursied by local planters who recovered ten slaves (Wood 1974:305 - queted {rom
BPRO irans, X1, June (3 1728, 61-67),

Another raid was reporied by a Spanish schooner in 1727 which entered the North Edisto Rives
and took seven Negroes from the plantsuen of David Ferguson, A prominent South Carolinian of the
me staled “it seems the governor of Augustine makes merchandise of all our slaves, and ships them
off to Havanah for his own profin, as we are wld by the Spaniards themselves at St Augustine.” { Wood
L7 3050,

in 1733 the king of Spain ordered that Negroes arriving in St Augustine from Carmling wouold
be granted freedom butit was not until 1738 that the new governor, Seremior Don Manuel De Montiano,
began toenforee this roval ce'dula by establishing a community justnorth of St Augustine as a seltlemernt
tor frecd Afrcans. Tt was called the Puebloe De Gracin Real De Sants Tercse De Mose., comimonly
called "Moosa™ (Wood 1974:306).

In 1738 a small group of Carolina slaves escaped 1o St Augustioe and were established as {reed
men 0 Moosa. Ther former owner, Captun Caleb Davis. was informed by the Spamsh offlcials that
there wizuld be no negotiattons lof ther return {Wood 1974:306,307), These circnmstances sreatly
alarmed the white Carolina legeslature and 1his was the major itom an the 1734 agenda,

LL Gow, Bull presided over the Assembly, He s quated 1nn detter of that year as stating: " There
Was o prowiang awareness among whites that their NMegroes whiclt were their chiel suppoit may in litde
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time become their enemies, ' not thes masters, and that s povernment is unable w withstand of
prevent v ¢ Wood 1974:312)

The Assembly made recommendations 1o appeal © King George for help; to establish two
additronal scout beats aleng the coastal passage for nine months, aod o establish bounties for slaves
captured in Georgia and retumed. They were £40 for men, E25 for women, and £10 for chaildren: A
pounty of £20 (or each aduit scalp was recommended { Wood 1974:3 1)

ln addition o security act was passed which sirengthened the previousty enacted but poorly
complied with practice of requinng all white men to carry arms o church and other public mectings
(Wood 1974:313)

Early on Sunday morming, Septermber 9, 17359, an uprising began on the banks of the Stong
River, Charlestown had been suffenng for some months with a yellow feverepideniic and the Assembly
was (0 recess. About twenty slaves met and traveled from the Stwono bridee to the Ponpon road, gathering
lurther recruits and strength as they progressed (0 a pomnt near Jacksonboro ceossing on the Edisto
Fiver aboul eight miles from Willtewn, Having robbed aems and ammunition from Hutchenson's store
on the Stonc, they killed the stovekeepers and lell their heads on display on the steps of the store. On
their jourmney W the Edisto, several white people were killed and houses bumned {Wood 1974:314-315)

Li. Gov Willlam Bull and four companions met the slave band as they traveled from the Edisio
towards Chardestown, They assisied in nusing the alarm among the white populagon, alerting the people
of Willtown dunng the Sunday morning service in the Presbyicrian Church ('Wood 1974:315-314)

That afternoon aboul 4 pom. a group of white planters struck the encamped slaves and overcame
them.

One account reports that the planters “cutt ofl their heads and set them up atevery mile post
they came 0" [Wood 1974:217)

Although the rebellion was [argely halted in that battle, (urther hunting for escaped members of
the slave party and fear of further upngimg went on for several months. In 1740 the Negro Acl way
passed by the Assembly which did much to define the deprivation of the ¢ivil liberties ol the slaves
Trom that trrne o the Civi] Wiar (Wood 1974:318-324),

The 1863 Gunboat Expedition
Llndor the cover of darsness durmg the early maormng hours af Julv 10, 1863, three small Linion

vessels clandesnnely made therr way along the Edisto nee Dields and were halted by the pilings blocking
the river about 800 vards below Willtowen Blefl. The Confederate Chesput Light Actillery unit briefty
engaged the vessels lrom Willtown Blull but ceased and withdiew after finng only three rounds due o
techmcal difficulues which temporanty disabled both Tield peces. About 153 soldiers landed on the
rice field bank and as dawn broke over the Ediste that mormmg, Willtown Blull Plantation was in the
hands o Unicn forces (Scott 1890 |97 Beecher |901:23% Higglnson 18700170, 171).

The expedition was under the command ol Col. Thomas Higgmson, offiwer in charge of the

First South Carchina Colored Lnfamry, Also present was a section of the First Connecticat Batlery who
it



were present (o handle the stipboard artillery, The mission of the expedition was @ liberate slaves and
tes harass the Confederates. Many coastal plantations had been abunduned alter the fall of Port Royal to
the Union and on thes section of the BEdiste were some ol the closest plantations still occupied. To
prevent attick and passage, the Confederates installed the pulings across the river below Willtown
diutl and had various light artillery units operatimg 10 the area. 4 secondary poal of the expedinon was
iy procesd w the rulroad bndge below Jacksonboro and destroy 1t {Hipginson 1870 167-169).

Also present on the endeavor was enwneening officer Capt. Chardes Trowbridge, who helped w
co-author the plan for the mid, Capt. Trowbridge had previcusly condugied a clandesune reconnaissance
upriver, iding durmg the day and waveling ina small boat at mght. e made soundings and drawings
iy be used for bringing the larger vessels up the river. He also scouted the nature of the obstructions and
made provision for opening 8 safe passage through them {Beecher 1901:240),

On the mormng of the attack, Capt. Trowbndge attempted 1o extract pilimgs with the cRpstan of
the vessel but this did not work. He then set up a makeshift arrangement in which a blade was lowered
agains! the prlings and, operated [rom the surface by ropes, whech cut some of the pilings below the
walerling, allowing the vessels to proceed (Beecher 1901244

The dafur Adams, the largest of the three vessels, was a [erv boal converted for sovernment
service. Col. Higginson later wyole that il he temembered correctly, it was ammed with “two Pamrott
guns (of twenty and ten pounds calibre) and a howitzer or two" (Higeinson [870: 1700,

The Enccl Dean was asmall niver steamboat which was plagued with engine problems on this
np, This was the command vessel of Col. Higgimson and was armed with "a ten-pound Parrott pun and
a small howitzer” (Hipginson 1870, 169,170}

The third vessel was the Coversmor Mifton which had been emploved asa Conlederate tug in
the St. Johns River in Flonda and had been captured the previous October and pressed (nto Union
service. As it employed wood for fuel. it was not really surtable for naval duty and was assigned 1o the
army for support services. The Crovermor Milton had a length of eighty leet and a beam of twenty feet,
with a displacement of sixiyv-eight tons. She carried two 12-pound Armstrong guns (Higginson [870: | 70;
Fawson [B:371.373)

During the mormng hours. as Capt. Trowbridge worked on cleanng the obstroctions o the
point that the vessels were able to pass, many slaves came [orward for Hberation. Many of the scldiers
of the Fiest Seuth Caroling engaged (he Confederates in the dense woods surmouading Willtown Bluff
and s action conunued for mest of the day (Higgimson 187k 171-175; Beecher 1901: 230 24

LL White, after having abandoned his pasition at Willtown Biuff wok his Chesnut Light Aillery
unit Loy Cribbs Farm (Rosemont) and set up a Gring posibon overlooking the bend of the river above
Willtown: Around nocn with the tde nsing, the Emoch Oean and the Governor Milton stcamed up niver
to proceed to the rulroad brndge. The Goversor Milton quickly ran aground and the Encclt Dean alone
tounded the bend Lo face the Confederates on the Gibbs land. A cannon duel took place until the
Crervernor Milton and |he Encclt Dean were able to steam past the Conlederates and proceeded up the
nver. The Governor Milion navigated withowt Turther mashap bul the Erech Dean grounded repeatedly
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Ata bur just below D Glover's Garm { Weat Bank Landing) about three miles below the railioad bridge,
the £nech Dean grounded substantially. The (Gavernor Milton steamed on to try for the bridge when
they met 2 unitof the Washington Lipht Artillery at West Bank, [n an action which lasted about an howr,
the Crovernor Milton ook a it which killed the engineer and damaged the engine. One of the soldiers,
Wilhiam Shepard, who had previously worked as a railroad engineer, hercically worked with a steam
valve and was able (¢ get the vessel in reverse, The action continued as the Guvertor Milion made 1t
back w the Enoch Dean winch was struggling to Tree itself form the bar, The bow aun ol the Dean ran
oul of ammunition and the stemn gun of the Mijton dislodped. By putting out an anchor and using the
wupstan o pull the Dean in reverse, dagan (Tosted ree and joined the Goverstor Milion 1n retreat down
the mver with the ude which had now turned and was beginning w0 [41l. The mission of destroving the
tailroad bridge was abandoned (Rawson 18500 194-198; Beecher 1901:242.243: Higpinson 1870:175,
180y,

As the two vessels approached Prospect Hill Plantation, they encountered ruther fierce fie
from the Chestnut Artillery at Rosemont which had now been jomed by a section of the Marion Artillery.
Puring fhis fight, one soldier was Lilled and ol Higgison was grazed bv a shot but not sericns]y
npured (Hawsom 1RO 195, 9G]

During the trig up the river, slaves made their way to the boats und were taken on board. |n the
process of the fighting, o young slave who had been helping 1o handle ammunion was hit and lost 3
leg. Two odhers were drowed when their boat overiurned. as they tried to reach the Union vessels
durtng the battle (Beocher 1901:247, 248),

The Ercelt Dean and the Governor Miltes retumed to Willlown Blutt, Both in guate myured
conditeon. While the excursion up the nver was taking place. the Jokin Adams was moored at the
Williown Blult dock, holding the positon and taking on staves, An incident oceurred i which three
staves. 3 maun and two women, came along side 10 2 dupout canoe. It overturned and as the women were
Being rescued, the man disappeared {rom view, The two women were struck with priel believing their
loved one had drowned but were relicved when they learmed that he had been rescued on the other side
ol the Adams (Beecher [901:247),

Duning the bret cceupation of Willtown Bluil, the nee mill was burned and tice Tield dikes
were damaged | Heecher 1901:2458! Rawson [890; 196, [98),

A% the three vessels began w0 embark, the Gavernor Mifton grounded on the plings obstructing
the river, was pulled ¢ITand again grounded on them hopelessly. The John Adams, which was assisting,
waus alse i danger of grounding. [tabandoned the Mitton after the personel were wken off, the Milton's
gans throwa overboard, and the g seton fire (Higgingem 1870:180; 181; Beecher 1901:244, 247

A section of the Chesnut Artillery and a company of the Sixth Calvary were dispatchied down
river and further skirmishing (wok place. At a point about “foor miles” below Willtown BIuiT another
heated artllery duel cccured dunng which slaves on the upper deck were wounded ( Beocher 1901:248;
Rawson 189119611 he expedition returned to Beaufort on July 12, Col. Higginson reporied that they
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I, Early moming shalling of Confedemis batery on
Willtown Bloff by Federal gunboats John Adams,
Enoch [Dean, and Governor Milton

2 The Chesoui Light Adallery sathdraws after finng

culv thiee rounds due to problems with b field

frsce,

L Afber captsinng the plantation, the John Adsms
lsolds the position while e Encch Denn and (he
o Wilton proeead up river tovward the milroead
brpcdee

4 The Chesmat Artillery anppages the vessels az they
trzeval p mver:

4. The Enoch Dean prounds substantially.

A dt of the Washington Light Adillery, fines on
the two vessels i a dual which lasts about an hour,

7. The Goreernor Milion inkes o it winch kills the
engineer ard damages the engine

2. The two vessels encounter (erce fire foom the
Chessut Light Anillery and & ssotion of the Manon
Atiliooy

4. Upon abandonmg, Willtown Bluf¥, the Governor
hdiltton prounds on plings and s souitled med
baarmed

10, A sectronol the Chesmil Adillery and a comparmy
of the Sixih Calvary fire on the Jobn Adams and the
Enoch Dean at a point about four miles below
Sfilleean Bheff

Figure 13, The | 863 Gunboat Txpedition.




had “brought away about 200 cantrabands (slavesy, & batls of cotton of the bes quality, and two
prisomers, ™ (Beecher 1901 :2350),

Wnung an account ater the war, Col, Higginson states of the endeavor on the Edisto-

fefore e war, fiow great o Ming seemed the rescue of even une man from slavery: and
since Hie war fdad emancipated all, dow HNittle seermy the lberation of o lndred! But ne
re then kpew fow the contest meght end; and when § think of that morning supdight, Hiose
ernerittdd fields, thoye lranging manbers, the old women with thewr pravers, and the listle
boys with their living burdens, | know that the duy was worth all the cost, and mere.
(Higginson 1870; 1843

Col. Atken of the Contederate Sixth South Carolina Calvary wrote 1n his report on July 12 that
hig men had salvaged the “rwo bross rifled & pounders, with carriages, etc, uninjured and in good
order™ (Scotl 1820197,

Col. Higginson 1 a later account reported that a vear after the Edisto expedition, the Firsi
South Carohina Regiment participated in the capture of 2 Conlederate artiilery battery on James Leland.
He states that as his men took possession of thetr prive, they {ound that they haud recaptured the salvaged
guns from the Covernor Millon (Higmnson 1870: 183, 154)
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Project Background

In 1965 when isaac While gave me the Mver which had been handed out on a Willtown Blufl
Plantalion tour, it conained the I'nilc'.ﬂ.'.'in!-f1 boel histoncal IJEH::H]:-H'-:_'-[::

i 1682, the Lords Praprietors planned o fown that would rival Charteston in ity
Sacilities for overses irade and wonld offer a more salubrious cfimate. Called New
Lordan, it was faid out and siapped with streets and stairs ranming down to the river.
Following the accession of William I in 1689, 1t come gradually o Be known oy
Willtown, It showld be pointed out that Willtown was the oldest Enplish vettlement
after Charlex Tinvne,

The only census faken shows that in 1708 the community already consisted of
etghty honses. But the original hope of developing a large apd prosperowns town was
destined 1 disappeiniment, The Edista River vould not compete with Charleston
Harbor. Nor had the canse of the maiaria thar infected the region ver heew diveov
ered,

Lhring the etghteenth century the commumty stowly disimtegrated, aod all but a
Jew af its popilation disappeared. The stage coach road and the ferry across the
Fiver were disconlinged, The Presbyvterian Charch, which was abandoned in 1767,
wits reftilt again a generation later; bul was destroyed in 1820, A yingle renining
ool distnguished the site.

fn 1861, Willtown Bluff was the site of a Civil War baitle engagemeny, Federal
traops planned o cnl the Charieston-Savarnah road af facksonbare, O Juby 10 of
Hratt year, three Union gunboats advanced up the Edisto enroute to Jacksenboro Bridge.
They were turned back, fowever, when they were (ntercepted by o section af the
Wasiington Artillery. When wpon passing Willtows: Biwjf, they apain encountered
artillery which ser the Governor Milton (one of the gunboats) on fire, §t burned to

the water s edge and & this day o can be seen ar low ride.

Duning the time of our 1969-70 project, this account served us the foundation of our knowl-
edge of the history of Willtlown,

[n 1997, upon meeting Martha Zewden and Ron Anthony, archaeclopists with the Charleston
Museum wha supervised the 1997 excavation at Willtown, | learned af two reports which presented
A scholarly approach 10 inderstanding the history of Willtown and provided a foundation for the
archaeologcal interpretanon of the sue. These reports were the Historical and Archaeolopicd
Survey of Willtewn Bluff Plantation trv Elaine B. Harold and Willtown, Colonial Vitlage on the

33



Edisto by Suzanne C. Linder. Manha pmciously provided me with a copy of both Fepons 44 el as
acapy ol the Archaeological Tnvestigations of Willtown, Plan af Work, 1997 Seavon by Martha and
Ron Lpon examimng these works, | was quiee jmpressed with the accomplishments of these profis-
s10ondls and was additionally motivated to add the anderwater picoe of the atory o the overall mmter
pretation of the site.

in recounting the history of Witliown i this repoert, | tned not o paraphrase the scholarship
of the above mentioned works but instead tapped resources {or perhaps additional tidbits which may

dudd b the understanding of the site, especially [rom the marnitime perspective



Project History

History of Diving on Submerged S.C. Historical Sites prior to the 1969-1970 Willtown
Project

In the early 19608, 11 can be safely stated that few lrstone underwater sies had been disturbed
oy sunka divers. By aboul 15963, an mterest in the sport blossomed smongst a bandful of enthusiasts.,
Probably the first site o atmel attention was the colvmial fort and town of Dorchester on the Aishley
River.

[ can recall about 10 divers who were surface hunting for artifacts on this site. By the time |
bepan @ dive at Dorchester in 1967, it was very diflicull 1o Jocate even Nagments without digging inln
the bottom. [Eis important to nete that at that nime there was no law goverming the recovery of underwater
anbgities, Une of the avid divers at the Dorchester site was a very talented and intelll gent voung man
named Lee Spence. Al this time, he was researching and working toward lecating the wrecks of three
Conlederate bleckade runners that were sunk off the Tsle of Palms. Sarly in 1968, Spence located the
Creorgianna, Mary Bowers, and the Constance wreeks, To secure exelusive sal vage nghts o work the
shipwrecks, Spence and his two business partners, Wally Schaffer, a shrimper, and George Campsen,
an atlomey, [emed Shipwrecks, Ine., and began work on getng legislation introduced 1o deline a law
govermng underwaler antiquities and their salvage. A1 that e, most persons thought recovering
sunken anliquities revolved arcund the concept of salvage [or profit or historeal interest, Theidea of a
carefully executed underwater excavation was virtually unknown.

in garly 1969, legislation was enacted which defined thé terms of agreement Lo salvage ol
underwaler antiquities, and the Shipwrecks, Inc., work on the Confederate bleckade rinners began that
summier with state underwater salvage permit number one,

Willtown and the Terms of 5.C, Salvage License 69-3

1V was shortly after the passape of the law (hat Jim Batey and | made our fisst dives a1 Willtown.

whech tomy Knowledpe was one of the very few histone nversstes to be dived cutside of the Dorchester
area. [mportant precedents were ahout W be established. Now that there was a law governing recovery
ol umderwates antiquities, how would divers respond? How would the stste respond? Who was
responsible for overseelng potenoal progects” And, how would the law be enforced? Whether good
underwater archagology would be conducted was probahly oot much of a question siner [mnot sure if
anvone really Knéw what that was

When Jim Batey and T decided 0 commumeate our finds o the authonties, we expected a
[avorabic reply that we meght continue to recover artifzcts from Willtows with an exclusive Salvoge
License. Although cur intentions may have been reasonably honorable. in retios pect | can say thal
we were guite unknimwledgable about how to conduct a scieatific archaeologeal survey. Our project

basically comsisted ol underwater salvage of ahilfucts wsing random and uncontrolled collecting
3s



Photos by Murton as published
in the Charleston News and Cowurwer
August 2, 969,

Figore 14, Dhivers Jim Batey and
Diresw Ruddy ar Willtown, 1965,




techmigues,

As Lreview the lerms of our license, Palmetto [ivers agreed to keep a daly log of salvage
operatlons and on the first ot each month provide the state with 2 copy which included a list of amtifacts
recovered, locations, and names of divers, e, Dun ng lhe peration, | am sure that we did not honer
this agreement on the first of each month, but on file wath SCIAA are a collecuon of Deld notes which
were provided by the completion of the one-vear project.

Artilacts that were signilicant o Palmetto Divers, which primanily consisted of linds alder than
|5} and reasonably miact, were assigned a calalog number, Fragments of 1lems, which were nol
Hiporant o Palmetto Dyvers. were basically callected and given to the state but nol cataloged. or
labeled as to their location of Tecovery

The inihial letms ol the Salvage License delineated that recovered aruifacs would be divided
with-a 23 percent share to the 8C1AA and 75 percent to Palmetio Divers. On June 200, 1969 a division
wis comducted between Archaeclopist Stanley South of the SCIAA staff and Palmetto Divers. Al the
time of ths hirst and only official division of artifacts, 11 became upparent that the siage was setiing a
precedent of willingly king the fragmented matenal, which was of no vatue to Palmetto Divers, and
was quite conperative aboul nogotiating our uiterest. 11 should also be noted that although additona
Mragmented matemal was given to the SCIAA, no official final division was ever conducied,

SCIAA decumentation reveals that on fune 4, 1970, stafl member M. Gardoer recorded, with

sume descriptive drawings and measurements, the anifacts given 1o the state.

The Willtown Museum — An Additional Dimension

Early in our project at Willtown, Palmetto Tivers made the acquaintance of Mr. and Mrs, Charles
Heyward Jervey, owners and residents of the Willtown BiufT Plantation. They proved to be exceptionally
supportive and atfirnung: They were kind enough w allow us ready aceess to work rom their property
and dock and o use a dock house Tor the storage of diving equipment. On the biuff overiooking the
rver wits o small buildmg, which the Jerveys called the Tea House, in which Mr. Jervey had displayed
artifact frgments which he had collecied ot random on the property. He called this his museuny. After
some aegohiation, st was decided lhat we would build display cases {or the artifacts recovered from the
nver and expand the scope of his museum. With the help of William Hunr as carpenter amd Mr. Jervey
defraving the cost of muterials, three permanent display cases were installed, complete with 1ndirect
ightng Tnaddimon, s portable glass display case on Joan 1o ws by the Charleston Museum, was used in
the “Willwown Museum. " Mi. Jervey had a sign professionally painted for the muscum entrance

An the springol 1970, Willtown Blufl was included m a Lowcountry Plantation Tour and the
public was invited o view the plantauen house and museum.

Lur onginal intent was o leave signilicant Willtoswn artifacts on display in the museum upon
completion of the term of the walvage license, but later i 1970, Willtown Blufl was sold and the

artilacts wers removed and the museum dismanted.



Dives During the 1969-1870 Willtown Project

Upan examinalion of the Palmetto Divers Neld notes which were given lothe SCLAA in 19710,

22 diving days are noted. [n addinon to the SCLAA records, a card file exasts which records miajor finds
texcluding [ragments), which comncides meelyv with cataloging on SCLAMA -held ficld notes.

Lives were mhade with more frequency in the spring and summer of 1969, with a4 marked de-
crestse later (o the vear. No dives were recorded v 1970 (Tom January unul the end of the contmet
pencad i June. Thes is explaned somewhal by the tact that a mitjonty of linds were made early in the
project und as surface collecting diminished, less ime was spent. Although some SXPCATRENNRE Wi
doe with a water jel and a water propelled transter tube, no appreciable excavanon was conducted at
the site

Upen compiction of the project, a site plan drawing wos made and given (o SCIAA. As no
imderwater grid was used, all recorded artfact positons were approximate. This fact does reduce the
screntific valug of the work, but a good sense of the random distibution of the {inds can be noted

Dives Made Since the Completion of the 69-3 License Pericd

Following the expiration of the 69-3 license. Palmetto Divers did not seek 1o renew the contract

und ded not seek 1o file for a license al any additonal sites, Dunng the course of the 196970 contract
year mysell, him Batey, and additional divers began o explore sites inother nvers and to make additiongl
Imds. Much of what was happenimg was reported w0 Dy, Stephensen i an effor o coo perdate with the
state and report sites. [t was during this time that some of the first diving was done i the Cooper,
Ashepoo, und Combahes Hivers. Dr. Stephenson was 1olerant. 1f not supporive of diving sites withous
a license, and it seems that the seeds of the South Caroling Hobby Diver Progrum were being sowed,

Addifional dives have been made 2t random over the vears since the Willtown Project which
terminated i June 970, Some of the finds ave noted in 1hes report. As s the case 1r some other South
Carolina nvers sites, bottom dynamics can change with currents and shifting sediments, and arfifacts

may be located which were previously buried or missced.
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Pigure 15, Steve Howard with a bottle from the Oakhurst Sector. 1970,
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1998 Field Work

In an effore oo collect further data at the Willtown Raver site, four days of field work were
vonducied. The objectives were (© secure information for mapping the site and to randomly collect

artitacts o assess dates-and types of matenal soll rertaining al the site.

To provide a reterence [or mapping the site, 8 datum lime was established (rom the Hutton
(Cakhurst) Plantation dock 1o the dock below the Willtown BlulT boat landing. The line was 5/16 1nch
nyton color eoded to allow divers on the boltom to idennty the survey section where they were looking,
The color coded sections were S0 meters { |60 L) eachin length. Bouye were aiached at each 50 meter
section and a photo mozac of the bloff and bouys was made w allow [or surface analysis of the datun
line.

On Auwpust 24, 1998, Lyan Harrig, Card Maylor, and Joe Beatty of SCIAA came Lo the site with
fathometer equipment and man six destignated lanes perpendicular 1o the Bluft o map lopographical
festures ol the: nverbed.

In addinon 1o mappng work. dives were made o collect artifacts and to record section locations
where they were found.

Willtown Underwater Site Description

For purposcs o mapping and analveing the Willtown underwater site, it was divided into four

sections dlong the blufl, each consisting of two S0-meter, colorcoded gnd anits The northern most
sector s the 100 meter ares beginning at the Hatton {Cakhurst) Plantation dock and running southward.
[Lis designated as the Oakhurst sector for purposes of (s report, not because i corresponds toany real
property line on the land bul becanse 11 roughly corresponds 1o the land area on the blufl which was
Cakhurst Plantation, The next 100 meter secuon headimg south along the blull 15 designated as the
Parsonage sector, the third section as the Willtown Boathouse secior, and the fourth as the Williown
Tea House secton Ebch sector is named for an obvious landmark visable [tom the fver bank.

I one were o walk the bank ac the Willtown wateriront at low tide; one would find a basic
substrate with the consistency of a hard cluy. Moving out nto the river, the bottom slopes and reaches
a maxinum depth of 160 18 feel Gat megh dde) ata distance of aboul 75 1o 100 feet from the shore line
Al each end of the bluff, the Oakhurst and Willtown Tea House sectors, have more pronounced drop
oifs than the central parts of the biull, the Parsonage and Willlown Boathouse sectors displav a more
grodual slope 1o depth, Beyoend the minbal drop offs can be found areas of sediment beds which are
compaosed of sand, gravel. and logs. These are the most prolific areas for collecting artilacts.

Chulin ihe nver beyond the sediment beds are laree velumes of sand overburden which cover a

mujortly of the nver bottom causmg the depth to pradually decrease as one moves 1o the western shore
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Frovre 17, SCTAA stafl Lyon Haros, Joe Beatty,and Carl Maylor
canducting a boltam profile survey with o fathometer unit
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Figure 20, Prock at the Oakhurst Plantation Sector,

Figore 21, View of the Bluft facig the Parsomage Sectoe
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The sectors at each end ol the BIUTT {Cakburst and Tea House) have sigmBicant st overburden
which covers and obscures large arcas of the sediment bed. The mud-blufl sectors {Parsomage and
Boathouse) are much more free of silt overburden,

Artifact Distribution

Albthe completon of the 1569-70 project, a site map was prepared which listed the APProXImale
tocations of each recorded anifact recovered. As previously mentioned. {rapmented matenals were not
mapped.

Artifact Analysis

For purposes of this study, four sources of artfact miormanon were studied. These were:

1. Witliewn arufacts in the private collections of Steve Howard and myself,

2. Arnfacts n the SCIAA collection from the 1969-70 amifact division.

3. Artifacts collected in 1998,

4. Arhiacts recorded from the 1968-70 diving project which are no longer available for study,

All avanlable artifacts were photographed and analyzed and the results loilow.,

Fragmented Artifacts

Fragmented arnlifacts collected in 1969-1970 and 1998 are wbulated (n the (ollowing graphs.

This informatiom reflects artifact type and date ranges. The reader s askesd 1o allow for a degree of
error This s accounted for by the difficulty at nmes in daung Mmagmented materials. Also. some tvpimng
and dating was done lrom photegraphs dand catalogs of the state collection,

Mative American Artifacts

I'he underwater sne at Willtown contamns prolific guantities of Native American material. [t
must be noted that samples of [ragmented poltery were recovered Tor study but that MANY preces remain
om the nver bottom and are easily located. Date ranges are diverse and suggest periods of occ upaton
over a wide span of cenunes. One projectile pomnt {Mormow Mountaim tvpe) was recovereed. SUgpesting
an-Archaic Period presence al aboat G000 B, C. 10 4000 B.C,

Pottery Iragments of the Panctate Pattern supgest o date range of 1800 B.C, 10 500 B.C. The
largest siyles sampled were Fabne Impressed ( 100 B.C. - ALDO 120001 Cordmarked { 100 B, - AD. 12001
pnd Check Stamped [ 500 BoC, < ALD. 120005 A smull sample of Simple Stamped (1000 B.C. - A 191 200)
and Bectthintar Complicated (A D0 100 - A D 17200 was collected., A targe sample labled miscellaneous
consisied of fragments in an eroded condition that made them difficult o adeguately idennfy

Mauve Amencam pottery covenng a wide dale span may sugpest the presence of land gites
adjacent e 'the nover banks
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Historic Artifacts

Many bottle necks and bases were recoveroad dunng the 19691970 and 1998 projects. (L should
B noted that this tepe of matenal was prohlcin gquantity and many pieces were el on the niverbed,

The reader 15 asked to allow for a small margin of error 10 dating of fragmented bottle parts. Ton
this roasom we hive kepl ourdate runges deliberately broad. Ooranalvsis demonsirates o sampling with
greatest numbers ol hoth bases and mecks (o the 170 1750 range, sugeesting a period of deposit daoing
the more active lileume of the fown Samples beoome progressively smaller dunne the 1730.1830
ponod retflecting the demise of the town and establishment of the plantations and tater the nineteenth
imd wenticth contury activifies in the ared,

Two artifacts of particular interest are botties with a date range of 17301750, both recovered
[fom the Pamsenape Scelon Bach had intitials enudely etched in the side of the bodv with a sharp
object. Cne had the (nttials MB done in a distinclive fashion in which the fast vertieal line of the M
lormex the vertical line of the B. The other had the inufials SL

Ftchime on bottles, to my knowledge, i not widely seen. | am aware of two other such finds
Diver Lee Spence recovercd 4 first quarter erghtcenth century bottle from the Ashley River site at
Dorchester with the intitiads SC. Diver Ploward Tower of Jacksonville, FL, reports & find of o scoond
guarter of eghteenth century bottle with elaborate intitials and decovative etching done with a sham
object.

The gquestion should be rased as 10 the purpose of the imtals, Cne explanabion may be thal
the imitials denote ovwnership in much the fashion of a plass ecal. A listing of registered cattle brand
piarks foumd 10 the South Carolind Ste Archives shows the distmetive MB monogram as being
regastered to William Meore of Winyal, South Caroliog o 1730 There 15 a possibility that a regis-

leredd catlle mand may be used oo mark clber slems of properiy, Fulure rescarch on bollle clohings

may vield a mare concrete explanation
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Figure 32, Steve Howard recovers an iron pot for phiotographing
and It Is returned to the bottom.

Figure 3% David Michaet Ruddy diving on the Edisto River.



Artifacts - Qakhurst Sector

1) Bottie 1700 - 1725 3) Bottie 1730 - 1750 ‘
2) Bottie 1700 - 1725 nol shown

4) Bottle 1760 - 1800 5) Bottle 1830  # 6) Bottle 1860 - 1870 **

* Bottle #5 base embossed - H. RICKETTS & Co GLASS WORKS BRISTOL
**Bottle #8 Three piece mold embossed - PATENT

71 Chamber Pat - Westerwald

Figure 34, Artifacts in Oakhurst Sector
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9.) Block Sheave. 10} lron Pol

11.) Stone Whee|

12,0 Cannon Ball - 37 Diameter.

13) 5.C. Dispensary Bottle Tree - 1/2 Pint

Figure 35 Arlifacts in the Oakhurst Sector
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Artifacts - Parsonage Sector

1- 3) Bottles 1700-1725

4 Bottie 1700 - 1725

71 Bottle 1740 - 1750

9) Bottle 17440 - 1750

5-6) Botlles 1725- 1740

8) Bottle 1730 - 1750 S L etched in the side
e -

10) Bottle 1775 - 18040 11-12) Wine Bottles

Figure 36 Arfifacts in Parsonage Sector
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13} Ink bottle circa 1750 14} Dish- Delft

15} Pipe - (Kaolin) 18) Glass Stopper 17) lronstone Lid
ll
‘i | Tl
: -
e
18} Stoneware 19) Glass vase with broken pontil 20) Clay Beer

211 .3 Piece Mald Bottle - wine still intact
22) Eight sided hottle - circa 1830
£3) South Carolina Dispensary Bottle(Half pint- Tree embossed) X2
24) South Caralina Dispensary Bottle(Half Pint - SCD Maonogram embossead) X3
29) 2auth Carolina Dispensary Bottle(Quart | X 2
28] Madicine Bottles X2
27) Medicine Bottle (Embossed - E.P. Durker & (o, New York.)
28) Soda Bottle {2 - Piece Mold)
25) Medicine Boltle (Embassed - Dowie & Moise Wholesale Druggist - Charleston, SC)
30) Medicine Bottle (Embossed - Packard & James, New York)
Figure 37. Artifacts in the Parsonage Sector




31) Wine Bottles X2

32} Caners Ink Bottle

33} Ink Bottle - Clay

34) Ink Bottle - Brown Stoneware

35) Pewter Plate {Touch marks - “King” and "London”]
36} Pewter Button

37) Assorted 18th and 18th Century pipe fragments

38) Bottle (1725 - 1740 MB elched in side)

35) Projectile Point {Morrow Mountain Type)

Projectiles

40 Exploding - Cannon shat

41y Shinkle Projectile

420 Projectiles | Possibly Burtan) X 2
da b Cannoo Ball [Solid Shon X 2

14} Cirnpe Shot Ball

Figure 28. Artifacts in the Parsonage Sector
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Artifacts - Boat House Sector

1) Bottles 2) Clay Beer

3) SC Dispensary Bottle (Quart SCL Monogram)
4) Milk Bottles X 2

5) Wine Bottle (Embossed Dubonet)

8) Wine Bottle

71 8C Dispensary (Half pint - Tree)

8) SC Dispensary (Pinf - Tree)

Figure 39, Artifacts in the Boat House Sector
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Artifacts - Tea House Sector

il e —

1} Bottle circa 1800 2} lron pot

3) Cup - [ronstone

4} SC Dispensary Bottle

5) 8C Dispensary Bottle (Quart - (SCD Monogram)

B) Ink Bottle

7)1 Madicine Bottle {Embossed "“Deadshot Vermifudge’)
81 Medicine Bottle

9} Bottle - Clear glass

10) SC Dispensary - {Half Pint Monogram)

11) Solid Cannon Projectile

12) Coin {Spanish 1 Real dated 1808)

13 Kedge Anchors - X 2

14) Brass spike

15) Soda water Baottle (Embossed - Germarnia Brewing Co.)

Figure 40. Arfifacts |n the Tea House Sector
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George Pledger - Wiltown Artifacts

1) Stoneware Jug

2} Sloneware

|
3) Medicine Bottle 4)Bottle 18680-1880 5)Toothbrush Handle
L q— -l
—— 4
6) Kaalin Pipe 5) Battle circa 1880

Figure 41 George Pledger - Willown Artifacts
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Site Analysis

An overview of the collecied cultural materials reveals distnbution paticrns that may reveal

tnrormation aboul land and water usage. 10 addition 10 Joval geomorphological Processes,

Mative American pottery was found in fragmented condiiion ineach ot the four sectors. The
higher quanitlies ol tabric impressed, cordmarked and checkstamped sherds are tymeal of a pretus
s sile n South Carcling

A viesw of the plot map researched by HoA M. Smith shows four sets of stairs providing sccess
[rivm the bluff 1o the water. From north & south, the Tower Stairs are shown o the area of the current
dock in the Cakhurst Section. This part o1 the land rather naturally slopes (o the river and offers the
potential For a landing,

A brel lock at the bank found rocks beneath the modem dock but they appear t0 be somewhar
recent, not the round ballast stones or bocks ypeally associated with an cighteenth or nineteenth
century erib dock. Ne remnants of deck cribbing were located

The Dakhurst Sector yichded the second most densely coflected arca with significant quanti-
hes of carly eighteenth century matenal, Ope arufact recovered mm 1998 was a wooden block sheave
mdicating a possible nautical orgin

The mast prolific area for erghteenth and nincteenth century finds was the Parsonage Sector.
OF the tour sectors, this arca has the least amount of overburden. One possible explanation fora
greater quantity ol artifacts may be that this area may have been move naturally éxposed for collec-
lien. Another theory may be that darng the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, this arca may have
seen signilicant walerront acuvily.

In the 1980 research repont by Elaine Herold {or the Charleston Museum, she published a
supetimposed view of an acnial photo of Willtown and the HLA M. Smith plal map (Smith 1909 13),
This preture indicates that the Parsonage House today stands on Lot 10 on the plat with King Street
lying a short distance 10 the north, The Sommerset Stairs are situated at the Toot of King Street
Whether the stairs were ever constructed in the eightcenth century is questionable. At this approsi-
mate location on the bloll 15 3 sigmficant ravine, probably man-mude, which allows for a path from
the bluff 1o the mver bank with relative ease. This feature 15 quite overgrown al this time and when
viewed Irom the pnverit is wially ondiscermible, 1n 1969, however, the favine was cleared and we
Used it as an entry point [rom the blufl 1o the water. [Uis speculative ay to whether this pathway was

erealed dunng the Nauve Amencan occepaiog, Buropean settlement, or in more recent tmes. [Lis
evident that our largest collection sample came (fom the Patsonage Sector directly ofl this point

The riverbed profile here 14 most pradual and clear of logs und debriz with a relatively hard
basal nmuod substrate on the bottom and the bank, The bank 15 exposed and dry for about 25 feet @
low tidde and would be s conventent anchorage and loading area for bogts if there were activity (n the
twn requiring mid-blulf water access.

Eline Herold's research study (19800 included an illustratson of the HoA M. Smith plat with
shading w indicate the lots documented mothe towne B8 not known bow the town was actually laved
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Fizure 46, Growth on the blufi in the Parsonuge Sector
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ol or how the Jots were used. Futare land archaeology may provide answers 10 these questions
Hased on the eviience provided by the underwater survey there was significan cighteemth century
development and waterfront sctvity adjacent 10 the Oakhuwrst und Parsonage Sectors:

The H.ACM. Smath plat shows the Temple Stairs in the victity of the Willtown Boathouse
Secton | have nol seen snyihing resembling a ravine o water acoess features in this area. As our
mventory list reveals, very few artificls were eollected m this sector,

In the Willlown Teahouse Sector, artifacts recovercd dated primarily itom the mineteenth and
twentieth centuries i addition o fmgmented Native American potlery The Willtown Plantaticn
House { dount Hope) was constructeld in 1807, A Spanesh one-real conn dated (809 was recovered i
thus sector

The FLAM. Smith plat shows the Westmunister Starrs located close 1o the site of the current
Willtown:public boat landing. The present road corresponds to St James Street on the plac The land
contour &t the boat landing naturally meets the waler at the south end of the hloff and would be &
logical place for an eighleenlh century boat landing. A pile of ballast rocks lies on the botiom off the
maxlern boat landing. These rocks often 1ndicate the presence of a cnb dock which may have been
used as {11l and later depesited on the bottom as the dock deterorated, Alternately, it could have been
a gite where a ship may have deballasted, This would probably have been a convenient river aceess
tor private dwellings or businesses at the southern end of the town, Two small Kedge anchors dating
from the mneteenth or twentieth centunies were recovered in this area duning the 1969 project.

Mo signilicant eighteenth contory material was collected in the southemn scetor, bul diver
Greorge Fledger reported the find of an eighteenth century stoneware Bellarmine jug below the boat
landing. He also repuried u pile of ballast rocks about 200 vards below the bowt landing, | was able
lx [ocate 1hs site and lound one late eighteenth-contury boitle neck,

A low density of eighteenth-century artifacts in this arca may indicate less use than the
Crtkhurst/Parsonage Sector waterfront denng that penod, [ may also be that the heavier overburden
i the Willtown Teahouse Scctor and area south of the boat landing may conecal significant antifacts
vel 1o be recovered and studied. Excavation equipment may be required to dredge overburden in 1his
ared.

some detenomting dock pitings in the Willtown Teahouse Sector are remnants of a dock
wheedi stoodd i good repair dynng the 19691970 project. Older pilings stand just (o the south from 2
previows docks Although | cannot date this earlier deck, the Civil War account of the 1863 gunboat
expedition indicawes that the Sofr Adary moored ata mor al Witlrown Plantaton. T beleve that s
probable that the Civil War-pericd dock was in this seetor,

A amay be noted in the provenienee listings, sample of “shot, shell, and prape™ were focated

it the varous sectors along the blaff, providing prebable evidence of the events of July 10, 1863,
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Fipure 47, Drew Kuddy holding a solid shot projectile.
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Artifact Display
ironically, Wilhwown, the ongindl county seatof Colleton County is today in Charleston

County. However, inan effort 1o assist m the interpretation of early Colleton County and A CE Basin
history, | contacted Martha Demosthenes. curttor of the Colleton County Museum in Walterboro

She grmciously agreed to create a Willtown display, and o number of artifacts are currenily housed

und interpreted [or the visitimg public,

Frgure 42, Colleton County
Musevmr, Walterboro, 5.C,

Frgure 49, Martha Demosthenes stands
beside the Willtuwn Display thut she
des; pned.
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Conclusion

The archacological site at Willtown has important historical significance. 1t has virtoally
escaped the threats of midemn development, which s not true for many other South Caroling sites.
The underwater project at Willtown represents one of the st examples of cooperation between
recreational divers and SCLAA,

The stiate of South Caroling 15 unigue i thal 11 1s one of the few places In the world that has a
hobby diver program which atlows spore divers the privilege o decend inte 115 waters and to touch
andd collect elements of its culturl herlage. But with povilege comes responsibility —responsibility
ter record, K share, and L conserve our hastory, [ s my hope that those of us who bave the opportu-
nity o explore South Carolina’s past in this unigue wav, when 1t 13 cur tme 1o shp mto hstery, will
not be remembered [or having collected its treasures and then allowed them W slip out of conlexi
and into obscurity. 1118 my hope that we will be remembered and sppreciated by tuture generations
ay a special breed who belped “to il the storny™
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