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Joowon Park is an Associate Professor of Anthropology and
the Director of the Asian Studies Program at Skidmore
College. His research focuses on violence, transnationalism,
and the politics of humanitarianism in East Asia. He is the
author of Belonging in a House Divided: The Violence of the
North Korean Resettlement Process, a book about
militarization and resettled North Koreans in the two Koreas,
and his work has been supported by the National Science
Foundation, the Wenner-Gren Foundation, the Social Science
Research Council, among others. In addition to his work at
Skidmore, Park serves as a board member of the Association
for Political and Legal Anthropology.

How do militarization and a continuum of violence impact
resettled North Koreans' pathways to belonging in South Korea? In
this talk, Park draws on his recently published book, Belonging in a
House Divided (University of California Press, 2023), to chronicle
the everyday lives of resettled North Koreans and their
experiences with violence, postwar citizenship, and ethnic
boundary making. He asks readers to consider why North Korean
resettlement in South Korea is a difficult process, despite a shared
goal of reunification and the absence of a language barrier.
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