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“Since China’s reform and opening began 
in 1978, it has emerged as a world-leading 
manufacturing and trading power. Since 
the 2008 Financial Crisis, however, falling 
overseas demand, rising domestic costs, the 
emergence of competitors in Southeast Asia, 
and technological change have all converged 
to challenged the hitherto smooth development 
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trajectory. The recent shifts in the global trading system from the US 
withdrawing from the Trans-Pacific Partnership to the recent reciprocal 
tariffs further suggest rocky shoals ahead. This talk will cover these 
topics and more, speculating on the future of the US-China economic 
relationship and the future of China’s influence in the global economy” 

* The Palmetto Forum is made possible 
in part by generous support from South 
State Wealth.
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