
This talk explores how Soviet authorities 
appropriated medical knowledge derived from 
the treatment of a “passive” juvenile population 

to create a new assurance of municipal well-
being in 1920s Odesa. After the tumult of 

revolution and war, state custodians sought to 
raise a new, loyal generation in this traumatized 
city at the Soviet Union’s edge. Children’s health 
would signify revolution achieved. Illness would 

continue to plague the city’s residents, but the 
myth of a community united in health created 

an ecology of promise and activism.
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