Lunch Time Struggles
By Claire Lewis
Through the hustle of the typical school day with typical classes and typical lunches, it’s not hard to notice when something isn’t quite the same. It’s even easier to notice when it’s infringing on everyone’s favorite part of the day: lunch.
The well-known and widely used South Aiken DECA Student Store and other student-run businesses were thrown through a loop when a school district representative announced to them that their store locations were illegal and had to be moved. After several decades of operating in the same location, the thought of finding a new place that could support the needs of their merchandise, and still be accessible to the student body was troubling. After altering several locations, it became apparent that their business could not thrive anywhere like it could in the original location.
“One of the major components of a business model like ours is place. Since no one was familiar with our location, many didn’t continue to remain customers,” Kaitlyn Laird, President of South Aiken High School’s DECA and South Carolina DECA’s Vice President of Communications explained, “We tried several marketing strategies, but the only thing that would get our sales back to normal was selling in the same place we always have.”
Laird went on to explain that the problem this whole situation was based on was that the South Carolina state law declared that there was to be no competitive food sales in the cafeteria during lunch hours. However, this law only pertains to schools at the elementary level, and thus creating the confusion. High schools are not affected by this law. “After looking at the correct laws that dealt with our situation, with the help of my advisor, Mr. Lovejoy, along with [Dr. Everett from the district office,] Mrs. Mason and Mrs. Jett, we realized that we weren’t breaking any laws, and that our sales were allowed as long as we met the guidelines,” Laird said.
If this problem had not been resolved, DECA and its school store would have suffered. “All of the money we gain from the store goes toward buying another shipment to keep our store running and also to keep the costs down for many of the trips we go on as a DECA chapter,” Laird added. Not only did their sales dramatically drop because of the inconvenient relocation, but they feared products expiring before they were bought, which had not been a problem in their original location.
Through all the trouble, DECA’s student store ended where it began, along with other student businesses that went through the same troubles. Small misunderstandings and mistakes can send control into chaos, but the dedication to correcting those mistakes balances out the struggle.
