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GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES
August 25, 2014

The Graduate Council met on Monday, August 25, 2014 at 2:00 P.M. in room 311 of
the Byrnes Building.

Graduate Council members present: Dr. Stacy Fritz, Chair; Drs. Jennifer Arns,
Matt Brown, Nancy Brown, Erik Drasgow, Jerry Hilbish, Thomas Kramer, Julia
Lopez-Robertson, DeAnne Messias, Caroline Nagel, David Tedeschi, Terrance
Welik, Tracey Weldon-Stewart, Susan Yeargin; Danielle Schoffman, GSA
Representative

Graduate Council Members Absent: Drs. Alexander Beecroft, Minuette Floyd,
Elena Osokina and James Ritter

Graduate School Representatives: Dr. Jessica Elfenbein, Dr. Murray Mitchell, Dale
Moore and Teresa Smith

Provost Office Representative: Dr. Kristia Finnigan
Guests: None

NOTE: These minutes will become final on September 22, 2014, if not
challenged.

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda (Dr. Fritz)
Dr. Fritz called the meeting to order at 2:00PM.
2. Approval of Minutes for the meeting on May 27, 2014.

The minutes were reviewed electronically and approved by the Council.
Minutes are on file at The Graduate School website.

3. Report of the Chair (Dr. Fritz)

Chair Fritz asked each member to introduce themselves.

4. Report of the Dean of The Graduate School (Jessica Elfenbein)
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On behalf of Dr. Ford, Dr. Elfenbein mentioned that the Graduate School is making
great strides as illustrated in the Graduate School 2013-2014 Fact Sheet
distributed to members during the meeting. Dr. Elfenbein suggested that the
members take copies of the Fact Sheet for display in departments.

The fact sheet illustrates that 1/3 of the student population at University are
doctoral students and 2/3 masters students. From the Graduate School’'s
perspective, we want to empower our graduate students. There is such an
emphasis placed on the Undergraduate population. However, The Graduate
School is partnering with the GSA and working with Administration on several
initiatives across campus to place emphasis on Graduate Students as well.

The Graduate School is also partnering with the African American Professors
Program. It is a program that has been on campus since the late 1990s. It can be
utilized as recruiting tool. The program has money available to students of color, in
addition to the funds provided by the department. It funds part-time and fulltime
students. Fulltime doctoral students receive $6000 a year for 4 years. Part-time
doctoral students receive $3000 a year for 6 years. Funding is also available for
MFA students. Please help The Graduate School get the word out about this great
AAP Program. It will serve the campus community much better going forward.

These publications were designed by a very talented Public Information Director,
Hannah Spicher. She has left the Graduate School to return to her fulltime PhD
studies. The Graduate School is pleased to have Emily Rendeck as our new Public
Information Specialist. If there are announcements of interest to graduate
students, please send the information to Dr. Jessica Elfenbein and it will be
forwarded to the GSA and to Emily Rendeck for publishing on behalf of the
Graduate School.

5. Report of the Associate Dean / Secretary of the Graduate Council (Murray
Mitchell)

The first item of business is to identify a Vice Chair. The guidelines of Graduate
Council suggest that the Vice Chair subsequently assumes the role as Chair and
will step in when the Chair is unavailable for a meeting. Julia Lopez-Robertson has
been nominated for Vice Chair. Dr. Mitchell opened the floor for other nominations.
With no additional nominations, Dr. Mitchell closed the nominations and requested
a vote of Council. The Council unanimously voted to elect Julia Lopez-Robertson
as Vice Chair.

One of the additional responsibilities of the Vice Chair is to sit as Chair of the
Academic Policies and Practices Committee. The guidelines state that Chairs of
Graduate Council Committees must be members of Graduate Council. Otherwise,
members have to be graduate faculty. There is one more committee chair to
identify. As soon as that Chair is identified, Dr. Mitchell will inform Council of all
committees.
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Next is an issue carried over from the Spring semester—the residency
requirement. There is a residency requirement for doctoral programs. There are
more Distance Delivery and online programs being offered, and the residency
requirement is becoming problematic regarding the interpretation of what
‘residency’ means, what should it mean, what value it holds, and, therefore, what
should the policy be going forward. There are two competing possibilities for
considering that issue. One is that the Academic Policies and Practices Committee
will consider the residency issue. The other is that an Ad Hoc Committee would
be charged specifically with that issue.

Dr. Mitchell asked the Council for recommendations for moving forward regarding
the Academic Policies and Practices committee or an Ad Hoc committee.

Dr. Fritz asked what would be the advantage of an Ad Hoc Committee versus an
Academic Policies and Practices Committee. Dr. Mitchell answered that the
Residency issue would be the only charge for this committee. People expressing
an interest to participate in that committee would be specifically focused on that
particular policy and the implications that it might have for their own program and
other academic programs across campus.

Academic Policies and Practices committee has more breadth of responsibility.
Either group will bring back recommendations to Council.

The Ad Hoc Committee will have a limited focus, and therefore, people who have
an interest in the task can apply themselves in shorter term fashion.

Dr. Nancy Brown asked what research will the Ad Hoc committee be doing in the
departments to learn enough about the issue to meet, have a discussion and
formulate a recommendation to Council regarding the residency requirement for
distance delivery and online programs.

Dr. Mitchell stated that a part of the issue would be to identify best practice data
from peer and peer aspirant institutions, but also solicitation from units around the
University about this policy. The implications are significant as we shift to more
distance delivery programs. Dr. Mitchell asked if any council member is interested
in being on the Ad Hoc Committee to investigate a residency requirement for
distance delivery graduate programs. With no response from Council, Dr. Mitchell
tabled the residency issue until the next meeting.

Dr. Mitchell added that Graduate Council is a body that advises the Dean of
Graduate Studies. Please be aware of any issues that might warrant further
discussion by this body so that we might offer that insight to the Dean to take
action to enhance Graduate Programs at the University of South Carolina.
Graduate Council is potentially an influential body to control or influence the
direction of Graduate Studies at this institution. If there are substantive issues that
are arising in your program, bringing those issues back to Council would be a most
helpful way to make this worth your time and energy to be a participant.
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Dr. Mitchell mentioned that he had an opportunity to visit two Canadian institutions
on the West Coast to review their doctoral programs. Of the Doctoral graduates,
75% are going to positions other than in Academia. Although, their doctoral
programs continue to prepare their students for positions in academic
appointments. They are exploring how to do a better job of understanding where
their graduates are going to prepare them for alternative careers.

At USC, this is being done to some extent by partnering with the GSA in designing
and delivering professional development opportunities. At present, there is less
data to support percentages of destinations of graduate students here in the
United States. Dr. Mitchell described that policy-wise, that might be offered as
direction, guidance and support in paying attention to where our graduates are
going to learn if USC is doing them a service or disservice in the way that the
University is preparing them for a future career.

6. Report of the Graduate Student Association Representative (Danielle Schoffman)

Danielle Schoffman reported that the GSA is being recognized more and more as
the best representation of Graduate Students on campus. They plan to build on
that momentum.

Students want to get involved in campus culture. The GSA is continuing the
Professional Development workshops so graduate students have tangible
professional development skills. They are also continuing to partner with the
Graduate School to optimize graduate student opportunities available.

The GSA was invited to orientation and presented to new graduate students. They
are looking for new cabinet members. It was mentioned in the GSA newsletter.
They are having a Semester opening event at the River Rat, one of the local Craft
Breweries. The GSA is planning more events such as tailgating and other sports
related activities. All graduate students are invited to attend these social events.
Please circulate the GSA newsletter to notify graduate students.

7. Report of the Academic Policy and Practices Committee (Julia Lopez-Robertson)

No report.

8. Report of the Committee on 500/600 Level Courses, Distance Education and
Special Courses (Murray Mitchell)

A listing of 500/600 Level Courses was presented to Council. The list was presented
to the Council for informational purposes only. New courses and Course Change
Proposals are vetted by Course and Curriculum Committee of faculty senate.
Distance education courses are vetted by the Instruction Development Committee of
Faculty Senate. Dr. Mitchell attends both meetings for 500-600 graduate level
courses that must have accommodations for Graduate Students as well as
Undergraduate students for credit.

GCMinutes 20140825 Page 4



New Course Proposal

ARTH 551 Special Topics in Film and Media Studies (3)

Intensive study of a specific topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by title. ARTH 551 is proposed as a new course to crosslist with newly
revised MART 591 and FILM 511. Crosslisting MART 591, FILM 511, and ARTH 551
will capitalize on faculty expertise that cuts across disciplinary boundaries, allowing
students in three undergraduate majors (Art History, Film and Media Studies, Media
Arts) to take advantage of these courses.

[Prerequisites: FILM 240 or consent of instructor]

[Crosslisting: MART 591 and FILM 511]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal

ARTH 555 History of Documentary Film (3)

ARTH 555 History of Documentary film is no longer taught or needed in the Art
History degree program. It will remain as FILM 555 and MART 595 as parts of the
Film and Media Studies and Media Arts degree programs.

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal
ARTH 569 Topics in Film History (3)

Current: ARTH 569 Topics in Film History
Prerequisites: One film course [FILM 240 or MART 270 or ENGL 565 or 566 or
FHSP-580}-er consent of instructor-
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Proposed: ARTH 569 — Special Topics in Film and Media Histories (3)
Intensive study of a specific topic in film and media history. May be repeated as
content varies by title.

[Prerequisites: FILM 300 or consent of instructor]

[Crosslisting: FILM 510, MART 592]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

New Course Proposal

MART 595 Documentary Film and Media Studies (3)

History, theory, and practices of documentary film and media. This course already
exists as FILM 555. We are simply proposing to create a new course number in
Media Arts (MART 595) to allow us to cross list this important course for the
development of documentary filmmakers in our degree program.

[Prerequisites: MART 110, FILM 240, or consent of instructor]

[Crosslisting: FILM 555]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal
MART 595A Media Arts Research: Media Theory (3)
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Current: The number, title, and prerequisite for MART 595A is changing
Proposed: MART 591 — Special Topics in Film and Media Studies (3)

Intensive study of a specific topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by title.

[Prerequisites: MART 110, 210, Film 240; or instructor permission]

[Crosslisting: FILM 511 and ARTH 551]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal

MART 595B Media Arts Research: Media History (3)

Current: The number, title, and prerequisite for MART 595B is changing
Proposed: MART 592 - Special Topics in Film and Media Studies (3)

Intensive study of a specific topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by titles.

[Prerequisites: MART 110, 210, Film 300; or instructor permission]

[Crosslisting: FILM 510 and ARTH 569]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal

MART 595C Media Arts Research: Media Aesthetics (3)

Current: The number, title, and prerequisite for MART 595C is changing

Proposed: MART 593 - Special Topics in Film and Media Studies (3)

Intensive study of a specific US topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by title. The title and description change allows the course to be more
disciplinarily salient to current students in the field.

[Prerequisites: MART 110 and 210, Film 240; or instructor permission]

[Crosslisting: FILM 566 and ENGL 566]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal

MART 595E Media Arts Research: Media Management and Distribution (3)
Current: The number, title, and prerequisite for MART 595E is changing
Proposed: MART 598 - Special Topics in Film and Media Studies (3)
Research in media management and distribution.

[Prerequisites: MART 110 and 210; or instructor permission]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal

ENGL 566 Topics in US Film and Media (3)

Current: Intensive study of a specific US topic in film and media studies.
Proposed: ENGL 566 Special Topics in US Film and Media.

Intensive study of a specific US topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by title.

[Prerequisite: FILM 240 or consent of instructor]

[Crosslisting: FILM 566, MART 593]

[Effective: Fall 2015]
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Course Change Proposal
FILM 510 TODICS in Film and Medla Hlstorles (3)

Proposed: Special Topics in Film and Media Histories (3)

Intensive study of a specific topic in film and media history. May be repeated as
content varies by title.

[Prerequisite: FILM 300 or consent of instructor]

[Crosslisting: ARTH 569, MART 592]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal
FILM 511 Topics in Film and Media (3)
Current Intenswe study of a specmc topic in fllm and medla hlstory—Geume—eemem—

Proposed: Special Topics in Film and Media Studies (3)

Intensive study of a specific topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by title.

[Prerequisite: FILM 240 or consent of instructor]

[Crosslisting: ARTH 551, MART 591]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal

FILM 555 History of Documentary Film (3)

Current: History of documentary film. History, theory, and practices of documentary
film studied via screenings, readings, and lectures.

Cross-listed ARFH-555

Proposed: FILM 555 Documentary Film and Media Studies (3)

History, theory, and practices of documentary film and media.

[Prerequisite: MART 110, FILM 240 or consent of instructor

[Crosslisting: MART 595]

[Effective: Fall 2015]

Course Change Proposal
FILM 566 Topics in US Film and Media (3)

Current: Intenswe study of a specific US topic in fllm and media StUdIES—GGH-I’—SG—

Crossllstlng: ENGL 566

Proposed: Special Topics in US Film and Media (3)

Intensive study of a specific US topic in film and media studies. May be repeated as
content varies by title.

[Prerequisite: FILM 240 or consent of instructor

[Crosslisting: ENGL 566, MART 593]

[Effective: Fall 2015]
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9. Associate Graduate Faculty Nominations (Murray Mitchell)

There are currently three categories for graduate faculty. Newly appointed tenured or
tenure track faculty members get vetted by their program are nominated for regular
graduate faculty. There are term appointments for three years for faculty who don’t
qualify for regular graduate faculty, but who have expertise in their field that will be of
value to masters or doctoral students. Term appointed faculty may not Chair thesis or
dissertation committees and may not serve on Graduate Council. The third and
newest category is Associate Graduate Faculty. Nomination for this category is
appropriate for people in programs such as Research Associates and Clinical Faculty
members and who are active scholars with an expertise that was not being fully
utilized. They are eligible for appointments of up to six years and are eligible for
reappointment. Associate Graduate Faculty may chair and serve on thesis and
dissertation committees. They can also serve on Graduate Council. The nomination
process is similar to the Term Appointment. Graduate Council will be asked to vote in
support of nominations, after the Associate Dean reviews materials presented in
nominations—these materials will be available in the tracking chart under the
Graduate Council tab on The Graduate School web page. In the case of the
candidate listed below, she meets these criteria. Dr. Mitchell recommended a vote in
support of this faculty member.

Dr. Messias asked if the Council vote is all that is needed for the approval of a
nominee to become an Associate Graduate Faculty Member.

Dr. Mitchell responded that once Council votes, the nominee is an Associate
Graduate Faculty member.

Dr. Fritz asked the Council for a vote. Graduate Council voted unanimously to
approve the Associate Graduate Faculty member.

Name: Mila Tasseva-Kurktchieva
Program: Linguistics Program
Term: Fall 2014 — Fall 2020

10. Fellowships and Scholarships Committee (Murray Mitchell)

Dr. Mitchell stated that a Chair is still needed for this committee. Dr. Elfenbein added
that the Chair of this committee will get to work with outstanding graduate students
across campus as well as Wright Culpepper from the Graduate School who provides
excellent support. The Chair will screen students for the SREB. Dr. Elfenbein
supports this group and Wayne Carver, who chaired last year will continue to serve.
If you are interested, please contact Dr. Mitchell.

11. Report of the Science, Math, and Related Professional Program Committee
(DeAnne Messias)

No report.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Report of the Humanities, Social Sciences, Education, and Related
Professional (Matt Brown)

No report.
Report of the Grievances, Appeals and Petitions Committee (Erik
Drasgow)

No report

Other Committee Reports

No report

Old Business
No report

New Business
Dr. Drasgow asked about proposals that list ‘consent of the instructor’ who
monitors that registration process. Dr. Matt Brown responded that when a student
registers in banner, the registrar’s office has control. The registrar notifies the
department and the college confirms if the student is eligible to register.
Regarding proposals, Dr. Mitchell added, going forward the plan is to use the
language “Instructor’s permission” rather than “consent of the instructor.”

Good of the Order

Dr. Mitchell reminded the members to sign the attendance sheet before each
meeting to account for accurate attendance.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:32PM. The next meeting will be September 22, 2014.

Murray Mitchell, Secretary
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ccC:
President Harris Pastides

Senior Vice Provost & Dean of Graduate Studies Lacy Ford
Provost Michael Amiridis

Deans

Department Chairs

Graduate Directors

Aaron Marterer, University Registrar

Jodie Morris, Office of the Registrar

Andrew Graves, Office of the Registrar

Nancy Floyd, Office of Institutional Assessment and Compliance
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