
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PREDISPOSITION EVALUATION  
(required unless sentence is probation 

or  determinate commitment) 

COMPLAINT 
Citizen, Law Enforcement 

DETENTION HEARING 
Only if detained; Must be held within 48 
hours, excluding weekends and holidays PETITION FILED 

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING 
Judge decides outcome of case 

INDETERMINATE SENTENCE 
Judge may commit child to DJJ 
for indeterminate period up until 

child’s 22nd  birthday.  
Guidelines for amount of 

commitment time are based on 
current and past adjudications.  

DJJ has discretion on 
placement.  

TAKING INTO CUSTODY (by law enforcement)  
After being taken into custody, child is either released to 
parent/responsible adult or detained by law enforcement. 

 

DETERMINATE 
SENTENCE 

Judge may order 
commitment to 
DJJ for up to 90 
days for each 

offense. 

PROBATION 
Child remains in community at 

home or alternative placement and 
is supervised by a DJJ probation 
officer. Child may be placed on 

probation for any amount of time 
up until the child’s 20th birthday.  

Court has discretion with 
probationary terms. 

 

DRIVER’S 
LICENSE 

RESTRICTION/ 
SUSPENSION 
Until child’s 18th 

(for status 
offense) or 20th 

(for criminal 
offense) birthday 

APPEAL 
Child has the right to appeal the judge’s final ruling 

WAIVER / TRANSFER  
Jurisdiction of child’s case is 

transferred to adult court 

DIVERSION 

DISMISSAL  
Finding of “not guilty” 

INVESTIGATION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

INTAKE 

ADJUDICATION 
Court finds whether the 

allegations in the petition are true 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 

WAIVER HEARING 
Court considers waiver of child 

to adult court 

Motion may be made to waive 
eligible child to adult court 

PAROLE / RELEASE 
Child may be granted 
conditional (parole up 
until 22nd birthday) or 
unconditional release  

 

PRE-WAIVER EVALUATION 

 
 

The Family Court Process for Children Charged with Criminal & Status Offenses 
 


