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Global Leaders Rethinking Quality Infrastructure
The Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER) and the Folks Center for
International Business at the University of South Carolina co-sponsored a workshop hosted by the
Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs at Brown University in Providence, Rl, May 29-31,
2025. This is the second edition of an ongoing project about “International Standards, Industrial
Upgrading, and Innovation” that aims to build new paths of economic and institutional development. It
was organized by Andrew Schrank of Brown University; Gerald McDermott of University of South
Carolina; Richard Doner of Emory University; and Carlo Pietrobelli of UNU-MERIT and Roma Tre
University.

The goal of the ongoing collaboration is to build new theories and strategies that would enable industrial
policy, sustainability, and innovation to be more effective in low- and middle-income countries. A key
focus is the role and emergence of quality infrastructure (Ql) in helping emerging market firms meet key
standards to compete more dynamically in international trade, foreign investment, technological
upgrading and global value chains.

This edition of building a unique network of “thinking doers and doing thinkers” included top academics,
former government ministers, and key leaders from multilateral institutions, such as the International
Trade Centre (ITC), United Nations Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO), and World Bank. It also featured in depth studies from Latin



America, sub-Saharan Africa, East Europe, India and East Asia across a variety of sectors and
technologies, such as agriculture, oil and gas exploration, pharmaceuticals, automotive and aircraft
manufacturing, and digital platforms.

This collaboration will yield an edited volume of the aforementioned topics and a third meeting in 2026,

aimed at evaluating more closely current Ql policies around the world by governments, NGOs and the
multilaterals.



