
 

University of South Carolina CIBER Leads 19th Annual FDIB Program in Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

The Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER) at the University of 
South Carolina successfully hosted the 19th annual Faculty Development in International 
Business (FDIB) program in Sub-Saharan Africa from June 6–22, 2025. This immersive 
program took participants through South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana, 
offering a rich blend of academic, business, and cultural experiences. 

Led by Dr. Robert Rolfe, Professor Emeritus of International Business, and Dr. Marki Jones, 
CIBER Director and Clinical Assistant Professor of International Business, the program 
brought together 23 business faculty members from diverse academic institutions across 
the United States. 

Throughout the journey, participants engaged with a wide range of stakeholders—including 
multinational and local businesses, government and non-government organizations, and 
academic institutions—to gain a deeper understanding of the dynamic business 
environment in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Highlights from the Program 

In Zambia, the group visited major manufacturing firms including Zambeef and Trade 
Kings, and received an insightful economic briefing from the U.S. Embassy Commercial 
Section. The delegation also explored the mining sector with Jewel of Africa and met with 



entrepreneurs at BongoHive, Lusaka’s innovation and technology hub. A special visit to 
the Handloom and Textile Technology Association of Zambia (HATTAZ) provided 
valuable insights into the country’s textile and artisan industries, highlighting the role of 
traditional craftsmanship in economic development. A networking reception in Lusaka 
brought together business executives and academics, fostering valuable connections. 

In South Africa, participants heard from Onafriq, a leading Pan-African fintech company, 
and Wesgro, the region’s tourism, trade, and investment promotion agency. A visit 
to Villiera Winery showcased sustainable practices in the wine industry, while a session 
at Stellenbosch Business School introduced the group to their innovative Future Studies 
program. 

 

 

Cultural Immersion 

The program also offered rich cultural experiences, including visits to the Apartheid 
Museum and Soweto Township in South Africa, Victoria Falls, Mukuni Village, and 
the David Livingstone Museum in Zambia, as well as a safari in Chobe National Park in 
Botswana and a scenic Cape Peninsula tour. 
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