


































































































LEIMGRUBER and McSHEA (Continued):

The total number of robbed nests was 69 (29%). 14 of these 69 nests were without camera
and no predator could be identified. The predator could be identified in 48 of the 55 robbed nests that
were monitored by a camera system (87%). In many cases more then one predator species appeared
subsequently at the nest site. Therefore 128 pictures of 76 different predators were taken at 48 nests.
14 different predator species were identified and 18 of the 128 pictures showed white-footed mice.
White-footed mice appeared at 9 different nest sites and were presumably responsible for 11.8% of the
nest losses. Together with black bears (Ursus americanus) (9 pic.), white-footed mice were the third
most common predator after striped skunks (Mephitis mephitis) and eastern gray squirrels (Sciurus
carolinesis). h

The number of white-footed mice pictures taken at each study site was not significantly
correlated (Spearman-rank for n=8; r = 0.4108; P = 0.1) with the number of white-footed mice that
were trapped.

In continuous forests of the Shenandoah National Park white-footed mice are important nest
predators on ground nests and they might exacerbate the plight of already threatened migratory birds
such as Kentucky warblers (Wilsonia critinia), worm-eating warblers (Ha/mitheros vermivorus) and
ovenbirds (Seiurus aurocapillus). That density was not significantly correlated with number of
pictures taken might be due to the small sample size. However, this study shows that white-footed
mice are at least as important nest predators on birds’ nests as raccoons (Procyon lotor) (10 pic.).
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