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Scope and Content Note

“| was taken to Myrtle Beach, S. C. at age two and a half by my
recently separated Mother. In the educationally marginal, deep south’s
segregated schools, | attended there were no art teachers and art was not
taught. | discovered art and learned by myself after | obtained my drivers
licence at fourteen and taught myself to draw from the extensive and fine
collection of American figurative sculptures there [Brookgreen Gardens] . . .
after all they were mostly nude and always stood still,” Sigmund Abeles
wrote in his “Recollections of Skowhegan.” Born in New York, N. Y., in
1934, Abeles spent his childhood and adolescence in Myrtle Beach.

The papers of Sigmund Morton Abeles — consisting of ten linear feet
of topically arranged correspondence, exhibition catalogues and notices,
genealogy of the Abeles and Banner families, materials from scrapbooks,
information and inventory lists from galleries displaying Abeles’ art, papers
related to the National Academy of Design, 1982-2002, biographical and
autobiographical sketches, student recommendations, papers relating to
Abeles’ professorship at University of New Hampshire, and miscellaneous
printed items spanning the years 1899-2002 — document the life of this
artist and educator.

Abeles’ autobiographical sketch, “My Yes-Tiddies,” recounts stories
from his boyhood in Myrtle Beach, S. C., including, “how farm families
would come in and politely ask to feel Uncle Mose and Uncle Max’s
craniums for the horns that Hebrews supposedly have according to their
bibles. When they were disappointed did they then doubt their bibles, or the
‘racial’ purity of my uncles or rationalize that there had to be some NYC
clinic that removed them before sending forth heathen Hebrews into their
bible thumping midst.” Remembering his childhood home on US-17, Abeles
wrote that from the stoop, he had “seen Churchill, FDR and Bernard
Baruch together pass by in an open limo, as well as truck after truck loaded
with Nazi prisoners of war from a POW camp in our town, at other times,
massive bronze or stone sculptures in progress en route to Brookgreen
Gardens . . . That spot was my living education taking the place of what the
rural deep South lacked, museums of history, nature, art, life.”

Pursuing his art education at various schools — including the Art
Students League, Pratt Institute, Skowhegan School, and the Brooklyn
Museum School — Abeles holds a Bachelors degree in art from the
University of South Carolina and a Master of Fine Arts degree from



Columbia University. David Andrew’s essay, appearing in “Sigmund
Abeles, A Retrospective” tells the story of how Abeles received his B. A.
from the University of South Carolina: “At semester’s end, having done
many political cartoons in the university newspaper and having participated
in front-line activities of the young civil rights movement (the famous
Supreme Court decision banning segregation in the schools had been
handed down the previous year), he was summoned to the office of the
president. Abeles was asked, ‘Boy, if you love them [a reference to the
minorities of New York] so much, why don’t you go live with them? | don’t
think we have anymore to teach you.” When the young artist protested that
he was there to get a degree, the president said, ‘We’ll send you one in
June.” As a result, Sigmund Abeles found himself the sudden possessor of
an A. B. degree in fine arts, one that had been earned in the record time of
two and a half years.”

The majority of the collection is comprised of letter files arranged
alphabetically by surname with individual files for persons represented by
more than five letters. Represented are family, friends, fellow artists, and
former students. Correspondence from Abeles’ mother, Henrietta Abeles,
documents the dramatic changes occurring in both Myrtle Beach and South
Carolina as a whole in the 1960s. Her letters also routinely discuss the civil
rights problems throughout the South and lament the narrow-minded
political views of South Carolinians. Other letters from South Carolina are
from friends Dr. Bob Ochs, professor emeritus of history at the University of
South Carolina, David Van Hook, former administrator of the Columbia
Museum of Art, and Abeles’ maternal and allied families, the Banners and
Leders. Artists represented include South Carolinians Jesse Bardin,
William Halsey, and Jasper Johns. Other artist correspondents of note are
Harvey Breverman, Dominic Cretara, Martha Erlebacher, Gregory
Gillespie, Philip Grausman, Bud Shackelford, Lorraine Shemesh, Sidney
Simon, Vincent Smith, Frank Stack, Harry Sternberg, Bill Stewart, and
Jerome Witkin.

Gallery files include correspondence and inventory lists. Among these
are three files tracing Abeles’ association with the Mary Ryan Gallery in
New York, especially his efforts to recoup major losses after a December
1983 destroyed the gallery. While the galleries represented are from across
the nation, many are in the New England area. Also present are various
exhibition notices and catalogues of Abeles’ works and the work of others.
Other materials relating to Abeles’ artistic life — articles, memberships, and
exhibitions — can be found among the Art files.



Later in life, Sigmund Abeles became interested in the history of his
Eastern European Jewish ancestry. There are files containing photographs,
vital records, and other information relating to both his maternal family, the
Banners from Poland, and his paternal family, the Abeles’ from Hungary.
An extensive series of genealogical interviews conducted by Sigmund
Abeles with relative Vilmos Abeles is included. Abeles also kept
scrapbooks detailing his own life and work. Included in the files from his
scrapbooks are articles, awards, memberships, and gallery
announcements.

Also included are papers relating to the National Academy of Design,
1982-2002. Abeles served as correspondence secretary of the organization
from 1991 to 1998. There are files related to Abeles’ professional life,
including student recommendations and papers pertaining to Abeles’
professorship at University of New Hampshire, which spanned seventeen
years until he resigned in 1987 to work in the studio full-time.

Oversize items include an account book, 1988-1991, sketch pad from
1949, certificates, watercolor by Natalie Smith, posters for Abeles’
exhibitions, and drawings entered in the Boston Memorial Holocaust
Competition.

Chronology

1934 Born, New York, N. Y., son of Samuel and Henrietta Banner

Abeles

1936 Parents separated, Abeles and mother moved to Myrtle Beach,
S. C. where her family had recently settled. Henrietta Abeles
designed and built an eight-room guest house, “Paul’s Guest
House,” which she operated until her death in 1983.

1952 Graduated Myrtle Beach High School. Awarded scholarship to
Atlanta Art Institute, declined. Accepted to Pratt Institute,
Brooklyn, N. Y., left after one semester.

1953 Entered University of South Carolina, originally pre-med,

switched to art.

1954 Studied in summer at Art Student’s League, New York, N. Y.



1955

1956

1957

1959

1960

1961

1964

1965

1969

1970

1974

1978

1983

1987

1998

First solo museum show, Florence Art Museum, Florence, S. C.
Awarded scholarship for the summer at Skowhegan School,
Skowhegan, Me. Graduated from U. S. C. with B. A. in Art.
Moved to New York, N. Y., studied etching at the Brooklyn
Museum School.

Awarded a second scholarship for the summer at Skowhegan
School. Entered M. F. A. program at Columbia University.

Graduated Columbia University with M. F. A. Drafted into the U.
S. Army, basic training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S. C., taught
English to Hungarian “freedom fighters.” Later sent to
Heidelberg, Germany as an army illustrator.

Married Gina Godwin in Basle, Switzerland.

Discharged from army.

Began teaching at Swain School of Design, New Bedford, Ma.
Adopted son, David Paul Abeles.

Began teaching at Wellesley College.
Adopted daughter, Shoshanna Lynn Abeles.
Divorced Gina Godwin.

Married Carolyn May. Began teaching at University of New
Hampshire.

Divorced Carolyn May.
Married Anne Merck.
Birth of son, Maxwell Merck Abeles.

Resigned position at University of New Hampshire to work in
studio full time.

Divorced Anne Merck.



Container List

Oversize Flat Folders [on site]

Art

Boston Memorial Holocaust Competition drawings
Exhibition posters

Miscellaneous

Account book, 1988-1991
Certificates

Sketchpad, 1949
Watercolor, 1979

Annex

Box Folder

Box 1

Art

Abeles Exhibition Catalogues 1
Abeles Exhibition Notices 2
American Artist Realism Today Competition 2000 3
Art Students League of New York 3a
Arts 1000: NH Citizens for the Arts 4
Boston Holocaust Memorial Competition 5
Celebrating Competition NE Art 2000 6
Commonwealth Print Conservation, restoration work 7
Drawings from Boston 8
Erotic Art by Living Artists 9
Guest Book: 1999 Exhibition at Century Association 10
The Helen Day Art Center, Stowe, Vermont 11
Hirshhorn Museum 12
Hudson River Gallery 1999 13
Inventory lists of Abeles’ art sent to Galleries 14
Israel Drawings 15
Johnson Atelier Notebook 16
Johnson Atelier, Princeton, NJ 17
“Maggie: A Girl of the Streets” 18
The Max Drawings as a Traveling Exhibition 19
Monographs 20
New York Art Review 21
Printers 22



Record Book 1983-1988
University of Vermont show
Washington Art Association, 1987
Yellow Silk Journal

Art Commissions
Baton Rouge, 1975
The Print Club of Albany, 1982

Art Gallery Announcements
Miscellaneous

Art Societies
Academy of Realist Art

American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters

International Graphic Arts Society
National Institute of Arts and Letters
New Hampshire Art Association
Pastel Society of America

The Print Consortium, St. Joseph, Mo.

Art Videotapes
In The Gallery 1988 and 1990

Art, Vietham
Peace is Patriotic 1970 calendar
Poster
Protest Art

Box 2

Articles
Miscellaneous
About Abeles
About others

American Artist 1986, The Max Drawings
American Artist 1988, Degas Review

American Artist 1998
American Artist 2001
Freud, Lucien

Pastel Journal - Jim Lynch 2000/2001

23
24
25
26

27
28

29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36

37

38
39
40

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49



Whistler Introduction, 13 May 1998

Articles and Publications
Miscellaneous

Artists
Sternberg, Harry

Century Association
Matthews, Paul
Seyffert, Robert

Correspondence
from Sigmund Abeles (2 folders)
to Henrietta Abeles
A — miscellaneous
Abeles, Charles (uncle)
Abeles, David, Shoshanna, Max (children)
Abeles, Gina Godwin (first wife)
Abeles, Henrietta (Mother)
Abeles, Kim
Abeles, Samuel (Father)
Abeles, Sigmund (cousin)
August, June
B — miscellaneous
Banner, Rose (aunt)
Banner relatives

Box 3
Correspondence (continued)

Bardin, Jesse
Benesch, Udo
Breverman, Harvey
Burchell, June
C — miscellaneous
Cisco, Teddy
Coe, Linda
Collins, Larry
Connor, Allison
Cretara, Dominic

50

51

52

53
54

55, 56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

70
70a
71
71a
72
73
74
75
76
77



D — miscellaneous
Davidson, Richard and Jalane
Dibble, Thomas Reilly

E — miscellaneous

Ecker, Robert

Elliot, Patti

Erlebacher, Martha

F — miscellaneous
Fankushen, Leon & Lily (aunt)
Feinstein, Leah

Friedman, Simcha (cousin)
Fulk, Marion

G — miscellaneous
Garand, Brenda and Betsey
Gillespie, Gregory
Goodwin, Art

Grausman, Phil

Graziano, Frank
Greenleaf, Eric

Griffel, Maurice

H — miscellaneous

Halsey, William

Hoey, Eileen & Kerr, Don
Holden, Donald

Hollander Relatives
Hurwitz, Sidney

| — miscellaneous

J — miscellaneous

Johns, Jasper

Johnson, Tom

K — miscellaneous
Kowalke, Ron and Kit
Kumin, Victor and Maxine
L — miscellaneous

Laeger, Hal and Barbara
Lapp, Maurice

Leder relatives

Ledyard Relatives

78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
88a
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
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Box 4
Correspondence (continued)

Leitenberg, Milton 115
M — miscellaneous 116
McMath, Michael 117
Maguire, Paul 118
Mathieu, Bert 119
Merck, Al and Kate 120
Merck, Anne (third wife) 121
Miler, Marion Bonnie 122
Moore, Truman 123
N — miscellaneous 124
Nash, Catherine 125
O — miscellaneous 126
Ochs, Bob 127
P — miscellaneous 128
R — miscellaneous 129
S — miscellaneous 130
Saunders, Frederick 131
Scherer, Deidre 132
Schwartz, lvan 133
Sedoric, Tom 134
Shackelford, Bud 135
Shemesh, Lorraine 136
Sica, Richard 137
Simon, Sidney 138
Sisk, Sidney 139
Smith, Ken 140
Smith, Vince 141
Sowalsky, Patti 142
Stack, Frank 143
Stahl, David 144
Sternberg, Harry 145
Stewart, Bill 146
Surprenaut, Donna 147
Suzuki, Mineko 148
T — miscellaneous 149
U, V — miscellaneous 150
Van Hook, David 151

W — miscellaneous 152
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Wheat, Rita 153

Williams, Gill 154
Witkin, Jerome 155
X, Y, Z — miscellaneous 156
Yost, Homer 157
Yu Ji 158
Zemach, Kaethe 159
Box 5

Correspondence
No Surname 160
Emails (3 folders) 161-162a

Family
Abeles, David and Laurie’s wedding 163
Abeles, Henrietta — family papers 164
Abeles, Max — Fieldston School 165
Abeles, Max - Poetry 166
Albert, Sara Herzberg 167
Banner, Rose — materials sent to 168
Genealogy (5 folders) 169-173
Genealogy Interviews — Abeles, Vilmos 174
Hayes-Hollander Wedding — Feb. 2002 175
Leder Relatives 176
Rubin, David - Bar Mitzvah, Oct 1998 177

From Scrapbook
Miscellaneous (7 folders) 178-184

Box 6

Galleries
Miscellaneous 185
A Lublen, New York, NY 186
Anderson and Anderson, Loveland, Co. 187
Arnold Finkel Gallery, Philadelphia, Pa. 188
Ava Gallery, Hanover, NH 189
Babcock Galleries, New York, NY 190
Barridorf Gallery, Portland, Me. 191
Block Gallery, St. Louis, Mo. 192

Capricorn Galleries, Bethesda, Md. 193
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Cheryl Newby, Pawley’s Island, SC 193a

Childs Gallery, Boston, Ma. 194
Culture Club, New York, NY 194a
Davenport Gallery, Greenville, SC 195
Denise Bibro, New York, NY 195a
Ferdinand Roten, Baltimore, Md. 196
Graham Moderns, New York, NY 197
Hatay Stratton Gallery, Williamsburg, Ma. 198
Impressions Workshop Gallery, Boston, Ma. 199
Jane Haslem Gallery, Washington, D.C. 200
John Szoke Gallery, New York, NY 201
Kenmore Galleries, Inc., Philadelphia, Pa. 202
Lakeside Studio, Lakeside, Mi. 203
Lorenz Gallery, Bethesda, Md. 204
Lyle Evan Gallery, Boston, Ma. 205
Marson Graphics, Baltimore, Md. 206
Mary Ryan Gallery, 1981-1983 207
Mary Ryan Gallery: Fire 208
Mary Ryan Gallery: Fire, Correspondence 209
Nasrudin Gallery, Boston, Ma. 210
Print Cabinet, Ridgefield, Ct. 211
Pucker Safrai Gallery, Boston, Ma. 212
Thronja Original Art, Springfield, Ma. 213
Towne Gallery, Pittsfield, Ma. 214
Wenniger Graphics, Boston, Ma. 215
Grants
National Endowment for the Arts Proposal 216
National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities, 1966-67217
Rochefort en Terre — 2000 218
Lectures and Workshops
Miscellaneous 218a
Arizona State, 1984 219
California State Arts, 1999 220
Chicago Art Institute 221
Colby College, 1997 222
Dartmouth Workshop, 1987-89 223
Drawing Studio, Tucson, Az., 2003 223a

East Carolina University, 2003-04 223b
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Emporia State University 224

Maryland Institute of Art 225
Pasadena Art Workshop, 1998 226
Penn Academy, Dec 2000 227
Springmaid, 2003-04 227a
Washington D.C., 1998 228
Miscellaneous
General 229
American Jewish Committee, Dec 1981 230
Audio Tapes 231
Governor’'s Award in the Arts, 1997 232
Legenstee, Anja: Holocaust memories 233

National Academy of Design

Candidate Biographies 234
Candidates: Burke, George 235
Candidates: Hardy, Dewitt 236
Candidates: Harris, Conley 237
Candidates: Lethem, Richard 238
Candidates: Paulsen, Brian 239
Candidates: Shemesh, Lorraine 240
Box 7
National Academy of Design (General)
1982-1989 241
1990 242
1991 243
1992 244
1993 245
1994 246
1995 247
1995 candidates 248
1996 249
1997 (3 folders) 250-252
1998 253
1999 254

2000-2003 255
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Personal

Appointment Books 256
Assets Account, A. G. Edwards: 1988 to 1993 257
Autobiography: “My Yes-Tiddies” 258
Biography and Bibliography 259
Dancing Lessons 260
Diplomas 261
Myrtle Beach High Reunion, 1997 262
Box 8
Personal (continued)
Phone Messages (3 folders) 263-265
Recollections of Skowhegan 266
Sublease - Drawsfield & Ross, 1995 267
Vacation in Berkshires with Max in 1998 268
Vacation in Spain with Max, 1999 269
Vacation in UNH and Portland 270
Vacation in Paris with Nora — 2000 271
Vitae 272
Who's Who 273
Will 274
South Carolina
Miscellaneous 275
100 Years/100 Artists SCART 276
Coastal Carolina Honorary Doctorate 277
Governor’s School for the Arts 1997 278
South Caroliniana Bulletin, 1994 279
Student Recommendations
A-D 280
E-I 281
J-M 282
N-R 283
S-T 284
U-Z 285
Students
Bishop, Isabel 286

Heyen, William 287
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Irons, Alda 288

Kowalke, Ron 289
Nash, Catherine 290
Preston, David 291
Roth, Judith 292
Scherer, Deidre 293
Wessel, Fred 294
Yu Ji 295
University of New Hampshire
Advisee, MFA; Murphy, Bill 296
Grade Books 297
Half Time Work 298
Resignation 299
Sigmund Abeles, A Retrospective 300

Sigmund Abeles, A Retrospective, correspondence 301



