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PREFACE

Joseph Heller's connection with South Carolina began during World War II when
he trained as a bombardier in Columbia and Walterboro. His connection with the
University of South Carolina began when he participated in the 1980 Writers Series
program. He returned in 1995 for the World War II Writers Symposium. In 1996
Joseph Heller came back to accept the Thomas Cooper Medal and to deliver the
principal address at the University's F. Scott Fitzgerald Centenary Celebration.

Joe made friends at USC. I remember his gentle handling of James Dickey, who felt
possessive about World War II as his literary material; within a few minutes they were
laughing. Joe was a connoisseur of barbecue, and I commenced dispatching him meals
until he sent the Helleresque message: "Please stop sending barbecue. It's beginning to
taste like chasserai."

When a dealer offered the Joseph Heller Papers to USC in 1997, Dean George Terry
grabbed them for $135,000-which proved to be a steal. In October 2002, the day afrer
this exhibit opened, a New York auction house sold Heller's marked copy of Catch-22.
The p1:e-sale estimate was $60,000-$80,000; the book realized $105,160, but USC did
not bid. George got a bargain in the papers, but research collections are never complete.
The Heller archive requires maintenance.

Valerie Heller, Joe's widow, has donated hundreds of Heller translations, some of
which are described in this catalogue. Mter Christopher Buckley came here to speak at
the opening of this exhibition, he gave the Thomas Cooper Library his correspondence
with Joseph Heller. Notable collections are magnets for benefactions. Strength begets

strength.
There has never been a university better than its library. Money is the enabling

ingredient in acquiring literary collections and enriching a university's research resources.
But money can't do it without determination. The Joseph Heller collection at USC
demonstrates what can be achieved with little money and much savvy. Literature is one
big corporation, and everybody has a share.

Matthew J. Bruccoli

Jefferies Professor of English
and Curator of American Literature
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